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FOREWORD. 


Zachariah  Cox  was  a  prominent  figure  in  the  territorial  history 
of  the  Old  Southwest,  between  1785  and  1803  and  for  a  few 
months  achieved  a  notoriety  almost  national.  The  qualities 
that  brought  him  to  the  attention  of  the  executives  of  Mississippi 
and  Tennessee,  of  our  army  officers  and  department  of  war,  and 
of  the  Spanish  officials  in  Louisiana,  as  well,  were  typical  of  his 
time  and  section.  He  was  land  hungry,  but  so  were  most  of  his 
contemporaries,  including  the  more  prominent  of  his  opponents. 
While  most  of  the  latter  tried  to  conceal  or  minimize  their  spec- 
ulations, Cox  was  determined  to  realize  his  to  the  uttermost. 
He  was  ready  to  override  all  rights  of  the  Indians,  but  so  were 
nearly  all  the  frontiersmen  of  Tennessee  and  Georgia.  Cox 
planned  his  encroachments  on  a  more  extensive  scale  than  they 
dared  affect.  His  enemies  charged  him  with  meditating  a  fili- 
bustering project  against  the  Spaniards  and  even  attempted  to 
connect  him  with  Blount's  Conspiracy.  There  is  no  evidence 
for  the  latter  charge,  and  while  he  confesses  a  desire  to  explore 
Spanish  territory  west  of  the  Mississippi,  he  is  no  worse  in  this 
respect  than  his  traducer  Wilkinson,  or  Vice  President  Jefferson. 
Cox,  like  their  protege  Nolan,  proposed  to  do  his  exploration  in 
person  rather  than  by  proxy,  and  although  he  conducted  an 
armed  party  with  him  he  did  not  propose  to  proceed  before  he 
had  obtained  definite  permission  from  the  Spanish  authorities. 
This  was  more  than  Nolan  and  his  mentors  contemplated. 

It  is  evident  from  the  succeeding  pages  that  Zachariah  Cox 
proposed  something  more  than  mere  land  speculation,  despolia- 
tion of  the  Indians,  or  filibustering  against  the  Spaniards,  pop- 
ular as  all  of  these  pursuits  were  in  the  closing  decade  of  the 
eighteenth  century.  He  aspired  to  develop  a  commercial  route 
between  the  Tennessee  and  Mobile  that  should  rival  the  Mis- 
sissippi. According  to  the  data  presented  below  this  plan  was 
entirely  feasible  as  long  as  human  muscle  furnished  the  chief 
motive  power  on  inland  waters.  It  is  true  he  disregarded  the 
combined  opposition  of  Indian  and  Spaniard  that  largely  closed 
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this  route  for  nearly  twenty  years  longer.  By  the  time  Wilkin- 
son had  occupied  Mobile  and  Jackson  had  broken  the  power  of 
the  Creeksj  the  steamboat  was  at  hand  to  render  his  proposed 
route  for  traffic  by  stream  and  portage  of  less  value  than  one 
entirely  by  water.  So  no  such  emporium  as  he  dreamed  of  ever 
developed  in  the  vicinity  of  Muscle  Shoals.  But  with  the  limited 
agencies  of  transportation  then  at  hand,  his  proposal  marks  him 
as  a  daring  commercial  pioneer  rather  than  a  temporizing  specu- 
lator, while  his  tables  of  rates  and  distances  afford  interesting 
data  for  interior  commercial  routes. 

The  antecedents  of  Mr.  Cox  are  unknown,  his  literary  re- 
mains scant  and  scrappy,  and  his  impress  upon  contemporary 
or  descendant  in  the  region  of  his  operations,  equally  fleeting. 
Yet  his  plans  and  methods  are  so  varied  and  so  typical  that  it 
seems  worth  while  to  republish  the  most  significant  documents 
that  illustrate  them. 

We  know  that  Zachariah  Cox  was  a  native  of  Georgia.  He 
is  first  mentioned  in  1785,  when  he  became  involved  in  a  project 
to  found  a  settlement  at  the  bend  of  the  Tennessee  River.  Pos- 
sibly this  scheme  was  part  of  the  general  plan  to  extend  Georgia's 
claim  over  the  western  territory  that  was  exemplified  in  the 
attempt  to  organize  Bourbon  County  in  the  Natchez  District, 
then  under  Spanish  control.  In  that  year  the  assembly  of 
Georgia  passed  an  act  to  organize  a  county  on  the  Tennessee 
and  Cox  was  sent  out  by  one  of  the  projectors.  Colonel  Hampton, 
to  explore  the  region.  The  project  failed  because  of  Indian  op- 
position, but  it  is  probable  that  Cox  at  this  time  saw  the  com- 
mercial advantages  of  a  settlement  at  this  points 

Five  years  later  Cox  again  appeared  in  connection  with  this 
region,  this  time  as  promoter  rather  than  subordinate.  He  was 
the  head  of  one  of  the  three  corporations  that  received  from  the 
state  of  Georgia,  what  were  popularly  known  as  the  "Yazoo 
Land  Grants."  These  grants,  as  later  re-enacted,  formed  the 
most  malodorous,  but  not  necessarily  the  worst,  of  our  early 
landgrabs.  On  December  21,  1789,  he  and  his  associates,  form- 
ing the  Tennessee  Company,  were  granted  some  three  and  a 
half  million  acres,  for  which  they  agreed  to  pay  $46,875.  Their 
purchase  was  located  in  the  great  bend  of  the  Tennessee  River, 
and  comprised  several  of  the  northern  counties  of  the  present 

^See  p.  46  and  Haywood,  W.  Civil  and  Political  History  of  Tennessee,  p.  159. 
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state  of  Alabama.  By  a  later  enactment  of  January  12,  1790, 
the  grantees  were  required  to  forbear  from  attacking  the  Indians 
within  this  grant  and  to  relieve  the  state  of  all  expense  in  main- 
taining peace  with  them.  The  grantees  made  two  small  pay- 
ments, after  which  the  legislature  refused  to  receive  others^. 

The  proprietors  of  the  Tennessee  Company,  among  whom 
was  John  Sevier,  lost  little  time  in  hastening  the  work  of  coloni- 
zation. On  September  2,  1790,  they  advertised  that  "the  com- 
pany would  embark  from  the  confluence  of  the  Holston  and 
French  Broad  rivers,  on  the  10th  of  January  next."  They  pro- 
posed to  settle  some  480,000  acres  on  the  south  side  of  the  Ten- 
nessee. As  an  inducement  they  offered  "to  every  family  a  bounty 
of  five  hundred  acres  each  and  to  every  single  man,  half  a 
bounty."^  The  settlers  on  the  Cumberland  welcomed  the  pros- 
pect of  this  new  establishment,  hoping  that  it  would  act  as  a 
barrier  against  the  inroads  of  the  savages,  and  everything  por- 
tended the  success  of  the  undertaking.  But  the  Indians  and  the 
Federal  government  proved  insurmountable  barriers  in  the  path 
of  Cox  and  his  followers. 

An  advance  party  of  eighteen  proceeded  down  the  Tennessee 
and  erected  a  block  house  on  an  island  at  the  Muscle  Shoals. 
Soon  after  their  arrival  a  band  of  savages  visited  them,  and  by 
threatening  to  put  them  to  death,  caused  them  to  abandon  the 
newly  constructed  work,  which  they  promptly  burned.  In  the 
meantime  Secretary  Knox  had  informed  the  President  of  the 
project  and  opposed  it  on  the  ground  that  it  would  arouse  the 
Indians.  Washington  thereupon  issued  a  proclamation  against 
this  and  similar  undertakings,  in  virtue  of  which  the  Secretary 
directed  Governor  Blount  to  stop  the  expedition.  The  latter 
accordingly  despatched  an  officer  after  the  company  to  inform 
its  promoters  of  the  President's  proclamation  and  to  warn  them 
that  if  they  did  not  return  the  Indians  would  be  "at  liberty  to 
act  towards  them  as  they  might  think  proper,  without  offense 
to  the  government  of  the  United  States;"  and  that  even  if  the 
Indians  should  permit  them  to  settle  at  Muscle  Shoals,  the 
United  States  would  government  nof. 

^Putnam,  History  of  Middle  Tennessee,  p.  331;  Amer.  State  Papers, 
Indian  Affairs,  Vol.  I,  p.  114;  Haskins,  in  Papers  of  the  Am.  Hist'l  Ass'n, 
Vol.  V,  pp.  79,  80. 

Indian  Affairs,  Vol.  I,  p.  115. 
^Haywood,  p.  252. 
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This  threat  deterred  Cox  from  a  second  attempt  that  year. 
At  the  next  term  of  the  superior  court  for  the  Washington  Dis- 
trict, he  and  his  men  were  twice  indicted,  but  the  grand  jury 
refused  to  bring  in  a  true  bill  in  either  case.  Haywood  asserts 
that  many  of  the  jurors  were  already  trespassers  upon  the  Cher- 
okee lands  and  so  naturally  would  not  be  very  hard  on  a  fellow 
pioneer.  At  any  rate  the  affair  aroused  little  attention,  although 
in  1792  the  Cherokees  again  protested  against  a  settlement  at 
Muscle  Shoals  by  the  Tennessee  Company  and  Secretary  Knox 
proposed  a  military  post  at  the  mouth  of  Bear's  Creek  (or 
Ockochappo)  to  prevent  future  aggressions  of  this  sort.^  Cox's 
failure  in  these  attempts,  as  in  later  instances,  was  thus  largely 
due  to  the  desire  of  the  Federal  Government  to  protect  the 
Indian  lands  from  encroachment.  This  policy  and  the  contrary 
attitude  displayed  by  most  settlers  in  Tennessee,  particularly  in 
the  eastern  portion,  constitute  the  two  chief  factors  in  his  later 
career. 

A  second  series  of  Yazoo  grants  by  the  Georgia  legislature 
was  the  signal  for  his  next  move.  On  January  24,  1795,  that 
body  chartered  the  Tennessee  Land  Company  with  a  capital  of 
$60,000.  Zachariah  Cox  and  Matthias  Maher  were  its  chief 
promoters  and  the  limits  of  their  grant,  together  with  their  plan 
for  its  disposal,  are  given  in  this  publication.^  It  was  popularly 
believed  that  the  legislators  had  a  pecuniary  interest  in  the 
company,  and  this  may  account  for  the  prompt  subscription  to 
the  greater  part  of  the  shares  issued. 

An  attempt  to  forestall  the  opposition  of  the  federal  author- 
ities may  be  seen  in  Cox's  petition  to  Congress  for  a  loan  to 
assist  in  carrying  on  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes.'  At 
the  same  time  Governor  Blount  promised  to  break  up  the 
projected  settlement  in  the  bend  of  the  Tennessee,  if  it  should 
be  made.^  In  the  following  December,  however,  the  Legislature 
of  the  new  state  voiced  the  sentiment  of  their  constituents  in  a 
memorial  to  Congress  against  extending  the  boundary  between 
the  Cherokee  and  national  territory.^    The  new  commonwealth 

^Indian  Affairs,  Vol.  I,  pp.  173,  245. 
8See  p.  92. 

'Annals  4th  Cong.,  1st  Sess.,  p.  822;  Am.  State  Paps.,  Pub.  Lands,  Vol.  I, 
pp.  129,  130,  881. 

^Haywood,  pp.  455,  456. 
•Annals  5th  Cong.,  2nd  Sess.,  p.  672. 
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was  taking  a  characteristic  frontier  attitude  against  any  positive 
delimitation  of  Indian  country,  and  its  new  executive,  John 
Sevier,  might  be  expected  to  regard  with  greater  favor  the 
schemes  of  his  former  associate,  Zachariah  Cox.  Meanwhile 
the  latter  had  met  with  partial  success  in  the  establishment  of 
a  supplementary  settlement  at  Smithland,  on  the  Ohio,  between 
the  Tennessee  and  the  Cumberland.^^  To  initiate  his  larger 
establishment  in  the  bend  of  the  Tennessee  he  professed  a 
willingness  to  await  federal  consent. 

The  few  months  after  the  founding  of  Smithland  constitute 
the  most  significant  part  of  Cox's  career.  From  this  point  we 
shall  let  the  following  pages  tell  the  story,  albeit  in  a  haphazard 
manner.  The  organization  of  his  force  at  Smithland,  the  clan- 
destine passage  by  Ft.  Massac,  the  visit  to  New  Madrid,  the 
arrest  at  Natchez,  the  escape  to  New  Orleans,  and  the  return 
to  Tennessee,  are  narrated  by  Cox  and  by  his  friends  and  enemies 
in  confusing  detail,  from  which  it  is  difficult  to  draw  any  definite 
conclusion  as  to  his  purposes.  Like  most  of  his  fellow  frontiers- 
men he  adopted  lawless  methods  to  carry  them  out,  whatever 
they  were.  But  certainly  the  two  depositions  upon  which  Gov- 
ernor Sargent  relied  to  make  out  a  caise  against  him  fail  to  sub- 
stantiate his  main  accusations.  On  the  other  hand  Cox's  own 
story  and  the  accompanying  testimony  is  entirely  too  favorable 
to  himself  to  be  convincing.  By  combining  the  two  we  may 
infer  that  Cox  was  trying,  with  a  pioneer's  disregard  of  Indian 
and  Spanish  rights  or  of  federal  opposition,  to  develop  lands  to 
which  he  had  a  legal,  if  not  moral,  claim. 

In  carrying  out  this  purpose  and  his  accompanying  commer- 
cial projects.  Cox  proposed  to  consult  only  the  physical  factors 
involved  and  to  disregard  entirely  conventional  lines  or  inter- 
national obligations.  Yet  the  Spaniards  treated  him  better  than 
his  fellow-countrymen.  It  is  the  forbearance  exercised  by  the 
suspicious  Gayoso  de  Lemos,  when  Cox  came  to  him  as  a  fugi- 
tive, that  constitutes  the  strongest  point  in  the  latter's  favor. 
If  he  had  really  been  a  filibusterer,  he  would  have  met  the  fate 
of  Philip  Nolan  or  William  A.  Bowles.  So  we  may  relieve  him 
of  that  charge  and  exhibit  him  in  what  doubtless  is  his  true 
character — a  land-grabbing  pioneer,  unscrupulous  in  his  methods 
and  unfortunate  in  the  opposition  he  incurred. 

^"Consult  the  following  pages,  passim. 
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A  word  with  reference  to  the  following  documents  may  not 
be  out  of  place.  The  first  consists  of  a  seventy-page  pamphlet 
published  by  Cox  himself.  The  name  of  Charles  Thurston  ap- 
pears on  its  triple-headed  title  page,  but  there  is  nothing  to  show 
how  it  came  into  possession  of  the  Historical  and  Philosophical 
Society.  The  copy  lacks  covers  and  is  somewhat  marred.  It 
measures  some  four  by  seven  inches.  After  diligent  inquiry  we 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  only  other  copy  extant  is 
that  in  the  Library  of  Congress.  Professor  C.  H.  Haskins,  of 
Harvard,  in  his  monograph  on  the  "Yazoo  Land  Grants,"  seems 
to  be  the  only  one  who  has  recently  made  use  of  it.  Even 
though  it  affords  only  a  partial  view  of  contemporary  affairs  it 
merits  wider  attention,  and  this  is  the  justification  for  the 
present  reprint.  The  original  paging  of  the  pamphlet  is  in- 
serted in  brackets  in  the  text. 

While  preparing  the  copy  for  the  press  the  editor  learned 
through  Professor  St.  George  L.  Sioussat,  that  there  was  some 
additional  material  relating  to  Zachariah  Cox  in  the  Tennessee 
Department  of  Archives  and  History,  in  the  Letter  Book  of 
Governor  John  Sevier  and  related  manuscripts.  Professor 
Sioussat  courteously  arranged  with  Mr.  Robert  T.  Quarles,  Jr., 
the  Assistant  Director,  to  copy  these  documents  for  us,  and  they 
are  herewith  reprinted.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  this  adds 
much  to  the  value  of  the  publication  and  places  the  Society 
greatly  in  debt  to  these  gentlemen.  We  are  also  indebted  to  the 
Library  of  Congress  for  information  to  supplement  our  mutilated 
title  page  and  to  Dr.  Rueben  G.  Thwaites  and  others  for  biblio- 
graphic hints.  Miss  L.  Belle  Hamlin,  the  Librarian  of  the 
Society,  has  been  very  helpful  in  preparing  the  copy  for  the 
press,  while  the  members  of  the  Board  have  graciously  con- 
sented to  a  publication  much  beyond  the  usual  size.  May  the 
editor  be  pardoned  for  adding  that  there  is  no  immediate  family 
interest  in  the  task  he  assumed.  As  the  regular  index  of  the 
Quarterly  will  accompany  Volume  IX,  none  will  be  given 
with  this  number.     ,  I.  J.  C. 

^^Papers  of  the  Am.  Hist'l  Ass'n,  Vol.  V,  p.  79,  et  seq. 
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PREFACE. 


The  unfriendly  reports  that  have  been  industriously  circu- 
lated, by  certain  malevolent  characters,  respecting  a  settlement 
lately  established  at  the  mouth  of  Cumberland  on  the  Ohio 
river:  and  the  late  military  abuses,  offered  to  my  friends  and 
self,  on  our  late  route  down  the  Mississippi,  has  induced  me  to 
submit  the  following  pages  to  the  impartial  circle  of  my  fellow 
citizens:  and  to  my  friends  in  particular:  As  a  justice  due  them: 
and  as  a  duty  I  owe  myself,  it  becomes  me  now  to  declare  most 
solemnly,  that  no  part  of  my  proceedings,  negociations,  or  cor- 
respondence, has  ever  been  intended,  or  designed,  directly  or 
indirectly,  to  be  inimical  to  my  country:  the  constitution  or 
laws  of  it:  to  prove  this  my  assertion:  should  it  be  necessary: 
hundreds  of  citizens  equally  as  respectable  as  any  in  the  western 
country  will  appear,  who  have  been,  and  still  are,  intimately 
acquainted  with  my  intentions,  and  objects. 

I  further  defy  any  man,  or  men  on  earth  with  truth  to  say 
that  any  part  of  my  transactions,  negociations,  or  correspond- 
ence, ever  was,  or  can  possibly  with  propriety,  be  construed  in- 
imical to  the  true  interest  of  my  country;  the  constitution  or 
laws  of  it:  but  to  the  contrary,  as  much  as  any  man  on  earth,  I 
have  ever  respected  &  reverenced  them.  If  upon  impartial  in- 
vestigation I  am  wrong  (it  is  not  wilful)  I  wish  to  be  convinced 
of  it:  if  in  the  right,  a  legal  remedy,  so  as  to  prevent  a  future 
evil  of  the  same  nature:  is  all  I  ask:  I  am  content  to  bear  my 
losses  with  fortitude:  it  is  beyond  human  reach  to  repair  the 
injury. 

Zachariah  Cox. 
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An  ESTIMATE  of  commercial  advantages,  by  way  of  the 
Mississippi  and  Mobile;  into  various  parts  of  Western  North 
America.  From  a  Pamphlet  published  by  the  author  at  Knox- 
ville,  in  the  year  J197 ;  No.  XV,  Page  98,  corrected  from  late 
observation,  and  experience. 

The  Mobile  Bay,  is  situate  between  the  latitude  of  30  degrees 
20  minutes  and  31  d.  10m.  North;  and  between  the  longitude  of 
87  degrees  35  minutes,  and  87  degrees  55  minutes  West  from 
the  meridian  of  London;  it  makes  an  excellent  and  safe  harbour; 
the  inlet  is  formed  by  Dauphin  Island  on  the  west — and  a  penin- 
sula, or  point  of  land  extending  from  the  main  on  the  east; — 
through  which  may  be  carried  three  fathom  water  into  the  Bay. 

Into  this  Bay  falls  Tombigby  River,  descending  from  N. 
N.  W.  and  Allabamma  River  descending  from  N.  E.  and  although 
intersected  with  Islands,  sea  vessels  can  pass  up  the  former  to 
latitude  31  deg.  30  minutes,  being  the  North  point  of  the  flowing 
tide.  Into  Tombigby  falls  Sipseys  River  descending  from 
N.  N.  E.  which  as  well  as  Tombigby,  is  navigable  for  boats  of 
fifty  tons  burthen,  as  high  as  the  latitude  of  SZ  deg.  45  min. 
from  the  two  last  points  to  the  main  river  Tennessee,  is  about 
fifty  five  miles,  and  to  the  nearest  navigable  branches  of  Ten- 
nessee (extending  from  the  lower  and  upper  end  of  the  Muscle 
Shoals)  about  thirty-five  miles:  the  country  between  the  two 
points  is  level  and  well  calculated  for  carriage. 

From  the  head  of  Mobile  Bay  to  the  head  navigation  of  Tom- 
bigby and  Sipseys  river  is  about  three  hundred  miles  by  water. 
A  boat  of  twenty-five  tons  burthen,  can  pass  and  repass  in 
thirty  days  [4]  with  the  assistance  of  ten  hands,  at  one  dollar 
per  day  each,  is  300  dollars. 

The  distance  from  the  head  navigation  of  Mo- 
bile waters  to  the  nearest  navigable  branches  of 
Tennessee  river,  being  but  thirty  five  miles:  a  ton 
weight  carried  to  and  from  the  two  points,  will  cost 
about  20  dollars;  25  tons  weight,  will  amount  to      500  dollars. 
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Total  expence  on  the  carriage  of  25  tons,  from 
the  most  Southern  navigable  branches  of  Ten- 
nessee to  Mobile  bay  500  dollars. 

From  Knoxville  on  Holstein  river  to  the  head 
navigation  of  the  South  streams  of  Tennessee, 
nearest  Mobile  Bay  by  water,  is  about  350  miles: 
time  of  passage  to  and  from  the  two  points,  with  a 
boat  of  25  tons  burthen,  will  be  about  33  days, 
with  the  assistance  of  ten  hands,  at  one  dollar  per 
day  each,  is  330  dollars. 

Total  expence  on  25  tons  weight  from  Mobile 
bay  to  Knoxville  and  back  again  1,330  dollars. 


W 

From  Philadelphia  to  Knoxville  is  computed 
to  be  750  miles;  carriage  of  25  tons  weight,  to  and 
from  the  two  points,  will  cost  the  sum  of  10,714  dollars. 

[5]  In  favor  of  the  Mobile  commerce  on  every 
25  tons  weight  to  Knoxville  9,384  doll. 

From  Nashville  on  Cumberland  river,  to  the 
head  navigation  of  the  South  streams  of  Ten- 
nessee, nearest  Mobile  Bay,  is  about  460  miles,  by 
water ;  time  of  passage  to  and  from  said  ports  with 
a  boat  of  25  tons  burthen,  will  be  about  45  days; 
with  the  assistance  of  ten  hands,  at  one  dollar  per 
day  each,  is  450  dollars. 

From  Mobile  Bay  to  the  nearest  navigable 
waters  of  Tennessee  river  as  per  letter  X  800  dollars. 

Total  expence  on  25  tons  weight  from  Mobile 
Bay  to  Nashville  1,250  dolls. 

Y 

From  the  nearest  atlantic  ports  to  Pittsburgh, 
is  about  300  miles;  the  carriage  of  25  tons  weight 
to  and  from  the  two  points,  will  cost  5,000  dolls. 

From  Pittsburgh  to  Nashville  on  Cumberland 
by  water;  estimated  to  be  about  1,300  miles;  a 
boat  of  25  tons  burthen,  will  pass  to  and  from  the 
said  ports  in  about  130  days;  with  the  assistance 
of  ten  hands  at  one  dollar  per  day  each,  is  1,300  dolls. 
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Total  expence  on  25  tons  weight,  from  the 
atlantic  port  to  Nashville  6,300  dolls. 

[6]  In  favor  of  the  Mobile  commerce  on  every 
25  tons  burthen  to  Nashville  5,050  dolls. 

From  the  Rapids  of  Ohio  river,  to  the  head 
navigation  of  the  South  streams  of  Tennessee, 
nearest  Mobile  Bay,  is  about  670  miles  by  water; 
time  of  passage  to  and  from  said  ports,  with  a 
boat  of  25  tons  burthen,  will  be  about  66  days; 
with  the  assistance  of  ten  hands,  at  one  dollar  per 
day  each,  is  660  dollars. 

To  the  navigable  branches  of  Tennessee,  as 
per  letter  X  800  dollars. 

Total  expence  on  25  tons  weight,  from  Mobile 
Bay,  to  the  falls  of  Ohio,  and  back  again,  is  1,460  dolls. 

S 

From  the  falls  of  Ohio,  to  Pittsburgh,  is  about 
700  miles — time  of  passing  to  and  from  the  said 
ports,  with  a  boat  of  25  tons  burthen,  will  be 
about  70  days — with  the  assistance  of  ten  hands, 
at  one  dollar  per  day  each,  is  700  dollars. 

To  Pittsburgh  as  per  letter  Y  5,000  dolls. 

Total  expence  on  25  tons  weight  from  the  near- 
est atlantic  ports,  to  the  falls  of  Ohio  and  back,       5,700  dolls. 

In  favor  of  the  Mobile  commerce  4,340  dolls. 

V 

From  the  mouth  of  Mississippi,  to  the  mouth 
of  Ohio  by  water;  is  computed  to  be  about  1,000 
miles — [7]  time  of  passage  to  and  from  said  ports, 
with  a  boat  of  25  tons  burthen,  will  be  about  100 
days — with  the  assistance  of  20  hands,  at  one 
dollar  per  day  each,  is  2,000  dolls. 

From  the  junction  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi, 
to  the  head  navigation  of  the  South  streams  of 
Tennessee  river,  nearest  Mobile  Bay,  is  about  300 
miles,  time  of  passage  to  and  from  said  points, 
will  be  about  30  days;  with  the  assistance  of  10 
hands,  at  one  dollar  per  day,  is  300  dollars. 
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From  Mobile  Bay,  to  the  nearest  navigable 
waters  of  Tennessee,  as  per  letter  X  800  dollars. 

Total  expence  on  25  tons  weight,  from  Mobile 
Bay  to  the  mouth  of  Ohio  and  back  again.  1,100  dolls. 

In  favor  of  the  Mobile  commerce;  owing  to 
the  turbulency,  of  the  Mississippi  current  900  dollars. 

From  the  mouth  of  Ohio  river  to  Knoxville, 
in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  is  about  650  miles — 
time  of  passing  to  and  from  the  said  ports,  with 
a  boat  of  25  tons  burthen,  will  be  about  sixty  five 
days;  with  the  assistance  of  ten  hands  at  one 
dollar  per  day  each,  is  650  dollars. 

From  the  mouth  of  Mississippi,  as  per  letter  V  2,000  dolsl. 

Total  expence  from  the  mouth  of  Mississippi, 
to  Knoxville,  on  25  [8]  tons  weight,  is  2,650  dolls. 

Expences  on  25  tons  weight,  from  Philadelphia 
to  Knoxville,  as  per  letter  W  10,714  dels. 

In  favor  of  the  Mississippi  commerce,  on  25 
tons  weight  8,064  dolls. 

From  the  mouth  of  Ohio  river,  to  Nashville  on 
Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  is  about 
250  miles — time  of  passing  to  and  from  the  said 
ports,  with  a  boat  of  25  tons  burthen,  will  be 
about  25  days;  with  the  assistance  of  10  hands  at 
one  dollar  per  day,  is  250  dollars. 

To  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  as  per  letter  V  2,000  dolls. 

Total  expence,  on  25  tons  weight,  from  the 
mouth  of  Mississippi  to  Nashville,  is  2,250  dolls. 

From  Phila.  to  Nashville  as  per  letter  R  6,300  dolls. 

In  favor  of  the  Mississippi  commerce  on  every 
25  tons  weight.  4,050  dolls. 

From  the  mouth  of  Ohio  river,  to  the  rapids, 
is  about  475  miles — time  of  passage  to  and  from 
said  ports,  with  a  boat  of  25  tons  burthen,  will  be 
about  47  days;  with  the  assistance  of  ten  hands, 
at  one  dollar  per  day  each,  is  470  dolls. 

To  the  mouth  of  Mississippi,  as  per  letter  V       2,000  dolls. 

Total  expence  from  the  mouth  of  Mississippi, 
to  the  rapids  of  Ohio  and  back  again,  will  be  2,470  dolls. 
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[9]  From  Philadelphia,  to  the  rapids  of  Ohio, 
as  per  letter  S  5,700  dolls. 

In  favor  of  the  Mississippi  commerce  3,230  dolls. 

T 

From  the  mouth  of  Ohio  to  Fort  Pitt ;  distance 
about  1,200  miles — time  of  passing  to  and  from 
said  ports,  with  a  boat  of  25  tons  burthen,  will  be 
about  120  days:  with  the  assistance  of  10  hands, 
at  one  dollar  per  day  each,  is  1,200  dolls. 

From  the  mouth  of  Ohio,  to  the  mouth  of 
Mississippi,  and  back  again,  as  per  letter  V  2,000  dolls. 

Total  expence  from  the  mouth  of  Mississippi, 
to  Fort  Pitt,  and  back  on  25  tons  weight,  is  3,200  dolls. 

From  Philadelphia,  as  per  letter  Y  5,000  dolls. 

In  favor  of  the  Mississippi  commerce  on  25 
tons  burthen,  from  the  mouth  of  Mississippi  to 
Pittsburg  and  back  again  1,800  dolls. 

In  the  foregoing  calculation,  I  have  estimated  the  passage 
of  boats  down  the  respective  rivers,  at  but  twenty  miles  per 
day;  the  common  distance  is  from  50  to  75  miles  per  day;  con- 
sequently there  will  be  a  great  surplus  of  time,  in  favor  of  the 
Mississippi,  and  Mobile  commerce. 

From  the  head  navigation,  of  the  South  streams  of  Tennessee; 
nearest  Mobile  Bay;  to  Pittsburgh  by  water,  is  about   1360 
miles;  a  boat  of  25  tons  burthen,  will  pass  in  about  68  days, 
with  the  assistance  of  ten  hands,  at  one  dollar  per 
day  each,  is  680  dolls. 

Expence  from  Mobile  Bay,  to  the  head  of  the 
[10]  nearest  navigable  branches  of  Tennessee,  and 
back  again  as  per  letter  X  eight  hundred  dollars: 
one  half,  400  dollars. 

Total  expence  on  the  carriage  of  25  tons, 
weight,  from  Mobile  Bay,  to  Pittsburgh.  1,080  dolls. 

Expence  of  carriage  on  25  tons  wt.  from  Phila- 
delphia, to  Pittsburgh,  and  back  again,  as  per 
letter  Y  5,000  dollars: one  half  2,500  dolls. 

In  favor  of  Mobile  commerce,  on  the  carriage 
of  25  tons  weight,  to  Pittsburgh;  against  the  Phil- 
adelphia commerce  1,420  dolls. 
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Expence  on  25  tons  weight,  from  the  mouth  of 
Mississippi,  to  Pittsburgh  and  back  again,  as  per 
letter  V  and  T  3,200  dollars:  one  half  for  the  total 
expence  to  Pittsburgh  1,600  dolls. 

In  favor  of  the  Mississippi  commerce  on  the 
carriage  of  every  25  tons  weight  against  the  Phil- 
adelphia commerce,  to  Pittsburgh  900  dolls. 

In  this  calculation,  I  have  estimated  the  carriage  from  Phila- 
delphia to  Pittsburgh,  at  5  dollars  per  hundred  weight^ — but 
the  general  price  has  been  from  seven  to  ten  dollars  per  hundred 
wt.  which  would  be  against  the  Pittsburgh  commerce;  greatly 
in  favor  of  the  Mississippi  and  Mobile — consequently  all  the 
Western  country.  South  of  Pittsburgh,  must  receive  great  ad- 
vantages by  the  Mississippi — and  particularly  Mobile  commerce. 

The  objection  by  mariners  to  commercial  intercourse  with 
New  Orleans,  has  been  generally  attributed,  to  the  intricate 
navigation  of  the  river  [11]  Mississippi — but  from  late  observa- 
tion, I  can  venture  to  assert,  that  those  obstacles  will  be  readily 
removed — by  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  river,  and  particular 
seasons,  calculated  by  nature  for  navigating  of  it. 

From  about  the  first  of  April,  until  the  first  of  July — the 
river  Mississippi,  overflows  its  banks,  which  renders  the  navi- 
gation of  sea  vessels  up  to  New -Orleans  very  intricate — but  in 
all  other  seasons  of  the  year,  the  current  below  Orleans  is  gentle — 
and  what  will  ever  facilitate  the  ascent  of  the  river,  are  the 
continual  South  and  Southeasterly  winds  which  prevails,  during 
the  Spring,  summer,  and  autumn  months;  extending  their  in- 
fluence, considerably  above  the  junction  of  Ohio  and  Mississippi. 

The  annual  imports,  and  exports;  to  Washington  or  Hamil- 
ton District,  State  of  Tennessee — from  the  best  information  I 
have  been  able  to  collect;  are  about  250  tons:  to  Mero  District,^ 

*In  1805  the  prices  reported  for  the  transfer  of  Wilkinson's  baggage  to 
Pittsburgh  are:  from  Washington,  $6.00  per  100  pounds;  from  Baltimore, 
$4.50,  and  from  Philadelphia,  $5.50.  Annals  11  Cong.  1st  &  2nd  Sess.  Pt.  2, 
App.  p.  2352. 

2The  Hamilton  District  was  created  by  an  act  of  the  Tennessee  Assembly 
in  1796  (Phelan,  James,  History  of  Tennessee,  p.  200).  The  Miro  district 
•comprises  the  region  centering  around  Nashville,  and  was  set  off  by  Governor 
Blount  in  November,  1790.  It  was  named  in  honor  of  Estevdn  Miro,  then 
governor  of  Louisiana,  who  regarded  the  act  not  merely  as  a  compliment  to 
himself,  but  as  an  indication  of  the  Spanish  sympathies  of  its  inhabitants. 
Cf.  Haywood,  William,  Tennessee,  pp.  249,  250. 
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State  of  Tennessee,  about  200  tons:  and  to  Kentucky,  about 
750  tons;  consequently  the  annual  revenue,  to  the  Western 
country  would  be;  From  the  Mobile  commerce. 

To  Mero  District,  State  of  Tennessee  40,400  dolls. 

To  Washington  District  do.  93,840  dolls. 

To  Kentucky,  130,200  dolls. 

Total  revenue  the  Western  country  would 
derive  from  Mobile  commerce  264,440  dolls. 


From  the  Mississippi  commerce. 

To  Washington  Destrict  State  of  Tennessee  80,640  dolls. 

To  Mero  Destrict  do.  32,400  dolls. 

To  Kentucky        [12]  96,900  dolsL 

Total  revenue  the  Western  country  would 
derive  from  the  Mississippi  commerce  209,940  dolls. 


All  Western  America,  in  the  United  States,  South  of  latitude 
41  degrees  North — would  in  proportion,  receive  similar  ad- 
vantages, with  those  above  stated — independent  of  what,  would 
naturally  result,  from  the  great  object  of  exportation — which 
must  be  highly  productive  to  any  country,  possessing  the  ad- 
vantages, of  such  immense  sources  of  wealth,  as  are  here 
found. 

It  is  certain  for  many  years,  the  exports  will  pass  down  the 
river  Mississippi — but  the  imports,  if  the  avenue  was  admitted 
to  be  opened,  would  now  pass  by  way  of  Mobile  and  Tennessee 
— and  the  various  streams  with  which  the  latter  communi- 
cates. 

From  correct  information  I  am  induced  to  believe  that  with 
but  little  expence,  the  communication,  between  the  navigable 
waters  of  Mobile  and  Tennessee,  may  be  shortened,  at  least  10, 
perhaps  15  miles:  consequently  it  cannot  be  improbable  that 
the  day  will  be,  when  the  commerce  of  far  greater  part  of  Western 
America — North  of  the  junction  of  Ohio  and  Mississippi,  will 
concentre  to  this  grand  mart,  formed  by  nature.* 

To  me  it  appears  strange,  that  any  government  should  deem, 
it  good  policy,  to  withhold  from  a  part  of  her  citizens,  the  use 

'It  is  probable  that  the  coming  of  the  steamboat  largely  prevented  the 
realization  of  this  prophecy,  for  it  emphasized  the  all-water  routes  rather 
than  one  by  rivers  and  portages  combined. 
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of  streams  formed  for  their  benefit;  while  the  nations  having 
claims  on  its  borders,  remain  unopposed  to  its  exercise.* 

The  opening  this  avenue  of  commerce,  could  not  be  injurious 
to  the  natives;  but  on  the  contrary  [13]  they  would  be  highly 
benefitted,  and  might  soon  be  taught  to  feel,  the  many  ad- 
vantages resulting  to  them  from  the  measure;  be  doubly  re- 
warded in  the  labour  of  their  industry — increase  in  wealth — and 
grow  into  the  love  of  order .^ 

Early  as  the  year  1785,®  on  my  route  through  this  Western 
country;  I  was  struck  with  the  practicability  of  a  Commercial 
Communication,  by  way  of  the  Mobile  and  Tennessee,  as  well 
as  the  Mississippi — those  objects,  together  with  a  desire  of 
settling  in  a  country,  calculated  as  well  to  insure  agricultural 
advantages,  as  great  commercial  pursuits;  has  been  the  spur  of 
my  exertions  to  obtain  the  lands,  adjacent  the  most  probable 
points,  of  commercial  communication;  to  facilitate  the  measure 
on  legal  and  public  principles;  the  following  plan  has  been  sug- 
gested, and  entered  into  by  sundry  citizens:  which  was  enclosed 
to  his  Excellency  John  Sevier,  Esq.  the  31st  of  August,  1797, 
in  answer  to  his  interrogatory  letter  to  me,  the  20th  of  said 
month:' — from  a  pamphlet  published  at  Knoxville,  A.  D.  1797, 
by  the  author.^    Page  8,  marked  letter  H. 

*The  statement  implies  that  the  Spaniards  might  favor  the  free  use  of 
the  Mobile  and  its  tributaries  by  the  prospective  settlers.  Such  was  not  the 
case,  however,  as  was  proved  by  fifteen  years  of  controversy  between  the 
American  and  Spanish  officials,  before  the  former  occupied  Mobile  in  1813. 
The  resentment  aroused  among  the  people  of  Tennessee  by  the  opposition  of 
Indians  and  Spaniards  to  trading  through  what  is  now  Alabama  is  shown  by 
the  issues  of  the  Democratic  Clarion  and  Tennessee  Gazette  (Nashville)  for 
August  10  and  17,  1810. 

'The  development  of  this  region,  as  in  the  case  of  our  other  successive 
areas  of  expansion  has  been  at  the  expense  of  the  natives. 

•This  statement  seems  to  be  the  basis  for  determining  the  first  definite 
date  in  Cox's  career.    Cf.  Introduction,  p.  32. 

'See  p.  96. 

^Inquiries  at  Nashville  and  other  possible  centers  have  failed  to  disclose 
the  existence  of  this  pamphlet.  The  portion  by  Cox  reprinted  in  this  issue 
seems  to  be  the  only  part  now  available. 
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Articles  for  the  Establishment  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  Mobile  Commercial  Company. 

Article  I. 

This  association  shall  be  stiled,  and  known,  by  the  name  of 
the  Missivssippi,  and  Mobile,  commercial  company;  and  the  pro- 
prietor, or  proprietors  thereof,  to  be  those,  who  shall  first  ad- 
vance the  company's  stock  of  merchandise,  or  capital;  giving 
[14]  to  all  respectable  citizens  approved  of  by  the  company,  an 
equal  privilege  as  a  proprietor,  to  advance  and  hold  in  the  said 
stock,  an  interest  to  the  full  amount  of  money,  goods,  wares, 
merchandize,  or  produce^  by  him  or  them  respectively  advanced ; 
provided  that  always  every  Dollars,  and  not  a  less  sum, 

shall  entitle  the  proprietor,  or  proprietors  thereof,  to  one  vote 
or  action  in  the  said  company. 

Art.  2.  The  proprietors  of  the  Mississippi  and  Mobile  com- 
mercial company,  or  a  majority  of  them  shall  have  the  sole 
power  of  managing  all  the  affairs  and  business  of  the  said  com- 
pany: until  the  stock,  or  capital  shall  amount  to  one  hundred 
thousand  Dollars:  when  the  proprietors  shall  elect  from  amongst 
themselves  five  representatives,  or  members  who  shall,  or  a 
majority  of  them,  compose  a  house  with  full  power  to  co[n]stitute 
the  firm  of  the  Mississippi  and  Mobile  commercial  company;  to 
correspond  and  form  connections  with  houses,  individual  mer- 
chants, and  citizens,  foreign  and  at  home;  to  establish  ware- 
houses and  subordinate  stores,  wherever  may  appear  most  ad- 
vantageous; to  contract  for  the  receival  and  disposal  of  all 
monies,  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  and  produce,  that  may  be- 
come the  property  of  said  company;  to  appoint  all  Factors, 
Agents,  Secretaries,  [Secretarys — N]^  and  Clerks,  that  may  be 
necessary  to  manage  the  company's  business  abroad,  and  at 
home  to  draw  from  the  company's  capital,  funds  sufficient  to 
manage,  and  carry  on  their  business;  to  make  such  rules,  as  may 
be  necessary  for  the  regulation  of  their  own  members;  to  call  a 
meeting  of  the  proprietors,  whenever  necessary;  to  manage  all 
the  affairs  and  business  of  the  said  company,  and  to  adjourn 
from  time  to  time. 

This  is  the  spelling  of  the  copy  in  the  Tennessee  archives.  Further  vari- 
ations will  be  indicated  in  brackets  with  the  designation  "N."  Professor 
St.  George  L.  Sioussat  kindly  compared  these  few  pages  for  me.       , 
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Art.  3.  For  every  20,000  [15]  dollars,  or  the  value  thereof  in 
goods,  wares,  merchandise,  or  produce;  delivered  to  the  house 
of  the  Mississippi  and  Mobile  commercial  company;  and  added 
to  their  capital,  the  proprietor,  or  proprietors  thereof:  shall  be 
entitled  to  one  representative,  or  member  in  the  said  house, 
who  shall  be  reciprocal,  and  have  equal  power  in  every  respect, 
with  any  one  of  the  members  first  chosen. 

Art.  4.  The  house  and  capital,  of  the  Mississippi  and  Mobile 
commercial  company,  shall  be  established  on  the  southeast  side 
of  Ohio,  between  the  Rivers  Cumberland  and  Tennessee;  where 
the  members  of  the  said  company,  shall  annually  on  the  first 
monday  in  [day  of — N.]  January  and  oftener  if  required  con- 
vene, and  there  transact  all  the  business  of  the  company,  until 
such  establishment  be  altered  by  order  of  [omitted — N.]  the 
house. 

Art.  5.  Any  person,  or  persons  who  shall  agreeable  to  these 
articles,  throw  into  the  company's  stock,  monies,  goods,  wares, 
merchandize,  or  produce;  shall  receive  from  the  house  a  bill  to 
the  following  effect. 

The  bearer  hereof  A  B  having  delivered  to  us 
the  sum  of dollars.  This  our  bill  certi- 
fies, that  the  same  at  the  request  of  the  said 
Seal  &  date]   A.   B.  is  added  to  the  Mississippi  and  Mobile 
of  the          commercial  company's  stock[,]   and  shall  entitle 
Company.  J   him  the  said  A.  B.  or  his  heirs,  to  all  the  profits, 
privileges,    and    advantages,    stipulated    in    the 
articles  of  the  said  company. 
Art.  6.     Gold,  and  silver  coin,  shall  be  the  staple  valuation 
of  all  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  and  produce,  advanced  to  be 
added  to  the  company's  [16]  stock;  receivable  at  the  current 
market  prices. 

Art.  7.  All  questions,  and  business  of  the  company  that 
may  come  before  the  house,  shall  be  determined  by  a  majority 
of  the  members  then  present;  which  decision  shall  be  binding; 
and  also  all  elections,  and  business  that  may  properly  come  before 
the  proprietors,  shall  be  determined  by  a  majority  of  votes  or 
actions. 

Art.  8.  All  Factors,  Agents,  Secretaries,  [y's — N.]  Clerks, 
or  other  officers,  employed  by  the  Mississippi  and  Mobile  com- 
mercial company,  to  carry  on  their  business,  shall  previous  to 
their  entering  into  the  employment  of  the  company,  be  qualified, 
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and  give  to  the  house  in  behalf  of  the  company,  satisfactory 
bond  and  security  for  the  faithful  performance  of  their  duty; 
and  shall  be  allowed  to  continue  in  office  during  good  behaviour; 
as  also  shall  the  members  of  said  company. 

Art.  9.  Any  one  of  the  Members,  Factors,  Agents,  Secre- 
taries, [y's — N.]  or  Clerks,  or  other  officers  of  the  company  em- 
ployed in  their  business  neglecting  their  duty,  or  acting  improp- 
erly, shall  be  liable  to  impeachment;  and  if  on  a  fair  trial  they 
are  found  guilty  of  the  crime,  or  neglect,  they  so  stand  charged 
with,  shall  be  expelled  from  office; — and  not  allowed  to  hold 
an  interest,  directly  or  indirectly  in  said  company;  and  shall  be 
subject  to  such  further  punishment  as  the  civil  law  will  inffict. 

Art.  10.  All  impeachments  shall  be  tried  by  [two  of  the 
members  of  the  House,  and  three  of  the  Proprietors  chosen  by 
the  person  impeached,  to  form  a  Board  for  that  purpose — N.] 
the  house  of  the  Mississippi,  and  Mobile  commercial  company; 
whose  decision  on  any  subject  that  properly  comes  under  their 
notice,  shall  be  final. 

Art.  11.  The  proceedings  of  the  house,  and  all  mercantile 
books,  shall  whenever  required,  be  open,  and  subject  to  the 
perusal  of  share  holders,  in  the  said  company;  except  in  such 
particular  cases,  [17]  where  the  private  proceedings,  and  negocia- 
tions  of  the  house,  shall  for  the  time  present  require  secresy 
[security — N.]. 

Art.  12.  To  prevent  impositions,  no  transfer  of  bills,  or 
shares  in  this  commercial  company,  shall  be  considered  legal; 
unless  it  meets  with  the  approbation  of  the  house ;  in  which  case 
the  house  shall  take  in  the  old  bill,  or  certificate  for  such  share, 
or  shares,  and  cause  a  new  one  to  be  issued,  to  [the]  [omitted — N] 
person  in  whose  favor  such  transfer  is  made. 

Art.  13.  At  the  expiration  of  twelve  months  from  the  time 
the  house  of  this  company  is  established,  they  shall  publish  an 
accurate  statement  of  the  stock  on  hand,  the  neat  [sic]  [neet — N] 
profits  on  shares — and  also  a  like  publication,  at  the  expiration 
of  every  twelve  months  thereafter,  at  which  [last  mentioned — N] 
periods,  the  shareholders  shall  draw  from  the  company's  stock, 
their  respective  proportions  of  profits. 

Art.  14.  Vacancies  that  may  happen  by  death,  or  resigna- 
tion, of  any  of  the  members,  shall  be  filled  by  an  election  of  the 
house,  of  some  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  said  company — 
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untill  [until — N]  it  shall  be  convenient  for  the  proprietors  to 
elect  a  new  member  to  fill  such  vacancy. 

Art.  15.  Neither  the  persons  [person — N]  nor  the  private 
property  of  any  of  the  proprietors  members  or  shareholders  in 
this  commercial  company,  shall  in  any  manner  whatever  be 
subject  to,  or  liable  for  any  losses  or  misfortunes  of  stock  or 
trade — any  further  than  allowing  out  of  their  respective  propor- 
tions of  neat  [sic]  [neet — N]  profits,  a  sufficiency  to  make  good 
such  loss  or  misfortunes,  to  be  appropriated  by  the  house. 

Art.  16.     At  the  expiration  of  years,  from  the  estab- 

lishment of  the  Mississippi  and  Mobile  [commercial]  [omitted — 
N]  company,  the  house  shall  have  [18]  power  to  dissolve  the 
said  company;  provided  it  meets  the  approbation  of  a  majority 
of  votes  or  actions. 

Art.  17.  Whenever  the  company  dissolves,  the  stock  on 
hand  to  be  equally  divided  amongst  the  shareholders,  according 
to  the  number  of  shares  by  them  respectively  held. 

Art.  18.  There  shall  be  a  seal  provided  for  the  benefit  of 
the  company,  with  a  device  suitable  to  the  occasion  [s — Nj. 

Art.  19.  If  upon  experience  it  shall  be  necessary  to  alter, 
amend,  add  to,  or  deminish  those  articles,  it  shall  be  done  in 
the  following  manner,  and  no  other,  the  person,  or  persons, 
wishing  for  an  alteration,  shall  propose  the  same  to  the  house, 
by  laying  the  proposed  amendment,  or  alteration  before  them 
in  writing;  and  if  such  alteration,  or  amendment,  or  any  part 
thereof,  meets  the  approbation  of  the  house,  they  shall  cause 
the  same  to  be  published;  and  if  a  majority  of  votes,  or  actions, 
determiens  [sic — mines — N]  in  favour  of  such  alteration,  or 
amendment;  it  shall  become  a  part  of  these  articles. 

Art.  20.  And  lastly,  nothing  in  this  commercial  system, 
shall  ever  extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend  so  far,  as  in  any 
respect  whatever  to  abridge,  or  involve  in  any  wise,  the  freedom 
or  liberty  of  shareholders  in  it,  or  any  other  person  or  persons, 
[ends — N]  dated  the  1st  of  January  1797. 


Copyright  secured  according  to  law. 
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In  pursuit  of  the  foregoing  commercial  object,  I  set  out 
from  the  state  of  Georgia;  and  in  april  1797,  arrived  at  Knox- 
ville  state  of  Tennessee;  where  I  [19]  made  publick  my  inten- 
tions, and  offered  generous  encouragement  to  those,  who  thought 
proper  to  unite  with  me  in  the  enterprise  of  a  settlement  at  the 
mouth  of  Cumberland  on  Ohio  river.* 

By  approbation  of  the  executive  of  the  state  of  Tennessee,^^ 
I  made  all  the  necessary  preparations  for  the  intended  settle- 
ment on  Ohio. 

Being  informed  that  jealousies  existed  with  the  federal  de- 
partment, respecting  my  intended  route  ;^^  I  made  use  of  every 
effort  in  my  power  to  remove  them ;  as  well  by  publick  declara- 
tion of  my  intention,  as  by  offering  to  the  executive  of  Tennessee 
state,  or  any  other  civil  officer  ^^  who  might  require  it  satisfactory 
security  that  no  part  of  my  conduct,  or  of  those  along  with  me, 
should  be  improper  or  derogatory  to  any  government-t 

*At  considerable  expence,  in  the  year  1796^  I  had  the  country  on  the 
Ohio  mouth  of  Cumberland  explored,  and  improved,  by  Capt.  John  Smith 
Ti°;  for  the  purpose  of  a  commercial  establishment; — being  informed  that  it 
was,  a  general  resort  of  Indians,  and  a  dangerous  situation,  I  thought  prudent, 
to  make  the  necessary  preparations  for  defence. 

tSee  in  a  pamphlet  published  by  the  author,  in  autumn,  1797,  at  Knox- 
ville,  Page  18,  marked  letter  O. 

^"John  Smith,  who  was  later  Senator  from  Ohio,  was  charged  with  being 
a  lieutenant  of  Cox's,  but  he  is  probably  not  the  one  meant  here.  The  "T" 
seems  to  be  part  of  the  name,  for  it  not  only  appears  in  several  places  in  this 
pamphlet,  but  also  in  Houck,  Missouri  III,  pp.  55,  74.  According  to  the 
latter  "John  Smith  T"  was  a  gunsmith  who  acquired  a  certain  notoriety  in 
Missouri,  but  he  was  one  of  those  "who  had  fled  to  escape  the  lash  of 
justice  in  their  native  states."  The  editor  ventures  the  suggestion  that  the 
"T"  stands  for  "Tennessee"  and  was  used  to  distinguish  him  from  the  Ohio 
merchant,  who  occasionally  has  the  "O"  after  his  name.  Cf.  Annals  10 
Cong.  1st  Sess.  Vol.  I,  599  App. 

"See  p.  100.  This  settlement  was  at  Smithland,  which  is  described  at 
length  in  the  following  pages. 

"Steiner,  Bernard,  Life  and  Correspondence  of  James  McHenry,  pp.  266- 
272,  published  several  letters  from  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  and  Kentucky 
referring  to  Cox's  supposed  projects.  Timothy  Pickering,  the  Secretary  of 
State,  believed  that  these  reports  are  much  exaggerated,  but  McHenry,  the 
Secretary  of  War,  issued  the  necessary  orders  to  prevent  any  trespassing  on 
the  Indian  lands.    Cf.  p.  102. 

"See  p.  99. 
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Notwithstanding  every  effort  in  my  power  to  remove  preju- 
dices, the  federal  military  on  Holstein  river  ;^*  thought  proper 
to  declare  their  disapprobation,  to  the  measure  of  myself  and 
friends,  descending  the  river  Tennessee  under  pretext  that  the 
river  Holstein  above  the  junction  of  it  and  [20]  Tennessee,  was 
Indian  water  :^^ — see  in  a  pamphlet  published  at  Knoxville  in 
autumn  1797,  by  the  author,  page  15,  marked  letter  K. 

Being  still  anxious,  to  accomplish  an  object  that  had  now 
cost  me  enormous  expences,  in  making  the  necessary  prepara- 
tions to  pursue:  I  thought  proper  to  pass  by  way  of  Kentucky, 
to  the  destined  place  of  settlement — with  hopes  that  in  a  short 
time,  all  prejudices  would  cease  to  exist;  by  which  means  myself 
and  friends,  could  in  peace  pursue  the  commercial  objects 
contemplated.^® 

On  my  way  through  the  state  of  Kentucky  in  January 
1798,  when  at  Frankfort;  I  communicated  to  his  Excellency 
James  Garrard,  ^^  Esqr.  Governor  of  said  state,  my  intention 
to  settle  and  fix  a  commercial  establishment  at  or  near  the 
mouth  of  Cumberland  river  above  the  Indian  boundary  solicit- 
ing his  friendly  advice  on  the  subject:  and  at  the  same  time 
offering  every  assurance  that  no  part  of  my  conduct,  or  of  those 
who  might  unite  with  me  in  the  settlement,  should  be  derogatory 
to  the  laws  of  that  state  or  the  United  states,  I  received  the 
following  verbal  answer  from  his  Excellency. 

That  unfavourable  reports  had  circulated  with  respect  to 
my  intended  settlement,  he  was  glad  to  be  informed  of  the 

"Under  date  of  May  22, 1797,  Thomas  Dillon  writes  to  McHenry  (Steiner, 
p.  1 7 1 )  describing  the  condition  of  some  of  these  troops.  They  were  distributed 
in  small  garrisons  of  about  fifteen  men,  and  although  they  were  not  under 
very  good  discipline  or  well  provisioned,  they  performed  a  good  service  in 
keeping  the  whites  and  Indians  apart.  The  whites  in  the  Cumberland  dis- 
trict were  better  disposed  than  those  on  the  Holston  to  remain  peaceful.  On 
September  14,  1797,  William  Cocke,  senator  from  Tennessee,  wrote  Secretary 
McHenry  (Steiner,  p.  268)  protesting  against  an  order  to  Colonel  Butler  to 
remove  the  settlers  from  Indian  lands.    Cf .  also  p.  1 14,  and  Ramsey,  p:  679. 

^*Governor  Sevier's  statement  (p.  103)  implies  that  he  was  responsible 
for  this. 

"It  is  stated  that  Cox  and  his  party  carried  several  small  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery across  Kentucky  with  them.  T.  Lewis  to  McHenry,  February  18, 
1798,  Steiner,  p.  272. 

1' James  Garrard  was  elected  governor  of  Kentucky  in  1796.  Collins, 
Lewis,  History  of  Kentucky,  p.  110. 
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truth,  and  would  render  every  assistance  in  his  power  to  the 
rising  settlement  consistent  with  the  duties  of  his  office. 

On  the  10th  of  February  ensuing  I  embarked  from  the  falls 
of  Ohio,  and  on  the  18th  instant  arrived  at  the  destined  place 
of  settlement. 

I  pitched  on  the  spot  best  calculated  for  the  commerical 
establishment  contemplated  at  the  distance  of  about  two  miles 
below  the  mouth  of  Cumberland  [21]  river,  I  immediately  dis- 
patched a  messenger  to  Captain  Pike,^^  commander  at  Fort 
Massac,  informing  him  the  object  I  had  in  view,  soliciting  his 
approbation  to  the  measure,  and  friendly  aid  in  the  new  estab- 
lishment. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  messenger  and  men  who  accompanied 
him,  at  Massac,  they  fell  in  company  with  captain  Thomas 
Lewis,^^  who  (by  military  power)  confined  the  messenger  part 
of  two  days: — he  being  at  length  set  at  liberty,  without  knowing 
the  charges  against  him  (as  he  told  me)  returned  on  the  21st 
inst.  with  the  following  verbal  information: 

Capt.  Pike  conceived  the  spot  I  had  pitched  upon  not  to  be 
Indian  lands  ;2°  I  was  authorized  and  could  settle  there  with 
propriety,  and  he  should  always  be  happy  to  render  me  any 
services  in  his  power  consistant  with  his  office. 

I  immediately  Lotted  off  the  ground,  the  families  and  men 
began  their  improvements. 

On  the  22d  inst.  I  set  out  for  Cumberland  settlements  (at 
the  distance  of  about  90  miles)  from  whence  I  returned  to  the 
mouth  of  Cumberland,  on  the  10th  of  March  ensuing;  with  a 
small  cargo  of  supplies  to  aid  the  rising  settlement,  which  we 
named  Smithland. 

On  my  return  from  Cumberland,  our  number  consisted  of 

"Father  of  Zebulon  Montgomery  Pike.  For  his  career  see  Heitman^ 
HistH  Register  of  the  United  States  Army,  p.  523. 

"A  letter  from  Lewis,  who  was  a  captain  in  the  Third  Regiment,  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  in  reference  to  this  event  is  found  in  Steiner,  p.  272.  Lewis 
believed  that  the  messenger,  Mitchell,  came  to  the  fort  to  learn  the  number 
of  soldiers  there  and  their  disposition  towards  the  Cox  party.  Mitchell 
claimed  to  be  Cox's  chief  surveyor,  but  he  was  later  driven  from  the  settle- 
ment for  insubordination.     Cf.  p.  86. 

2oin  1803  Matthew  Lyon  testified  that  Smithland  lay  about  five  miles 
"on  this  side  of  the  marked  line  of  the  Indian  boundary."  Cf.  Amer.  State 
Paps.  Misc.  I,  p.  360. 
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about  ten  families,  and  thirty-three  men.  Capt.  Wm.  L.  Cox,** 
who  arrived  in  my  absence,  from  Frankfort,  in  company  with 
several  emigrants,  had  (with  the  assistance  of  the  settlers) 
erected  a  block  house  for  defence,  on  account  of  the  hostile  ap- 
pearance of  the  Indians;  who  six  days  previous  came  in  a  for- 
midable party,  and  absolutely  ordered  the  settlers  all  to  quit 
their  possessions  in  ten  days,  or  they  would  (as  they  expressed 
[22]  themselves)  take  hair.  Capt.  Wm.  L.  Cox  immediately 
wrote  Capt.  Pike  on  the  subject,  soliciting  his  friendly  advice 
and  aid. 

About  the  middle  of  March,  Capt.  Pike  with  a  military  es- 
cort, made  us  a  visit;  fifteen  or  twenty  Indians  attended  on  the 
occasion,  after  viewing  the  ground  and  situation  of  the  country 
— finding  us  not  on  the  Indian  lands,  the  Captain  used  his  in- 
fluence to  satisfy  their  minds  with  respect  to  our  settlement.^* 

The  Indians  still  continued  to  hover  around  us  with  marks 
of  hostility,  collecting  in  number  to  the  amount  of  about  three 
hundred,  well  armed;  some  of  them  encamped  West  of  the  river 
Ohio,  and  others  South  of  the  river  Tennessee,  their  spies  and 
reconnoitring  parties,  twice  every  day,  passed  through  our  set- 
tlement on  their  route  from  one  camp  to  the  other.  Some  of 
our  emigrants  left  the  settlement;  others  expressed  alarm,  and 
disposition  to  depart,  whom  I  encouraged  and  prevailed  upon 
to  continue;  by  informing  them  my  hopes  of  the  arrival  of  Cap- 
tain John  Smith  from  Holstein  with  a  large  boat  loaded  with 
provisions,  mechanical  and  farming  utensils,  and  supplies  for 
defence. 

Soon  after  I  received  information  from  Captain  John  Smith, 
that  the  government  had  denied  him  the  privilege  of  descending 
the  river  Tennessee,  with  the  boat  and  supplies — for  what  cause 
he  could  not  tell,*^  but  nothing  soon  could  be  expected  from  that 
quarter;  as  he  was  obliged  to  wait  the  pleasure  of  government. 

Thus  our  infant  settlement  was  left  without  provisions  or 
supplies  for  defence;  our  number  consisted  of  about  forty-five 
women  and  children,  and  about  fifty  men;  the  Indians  still 
showing  a  [23]  hostile  disposition — had  collected  in  number  to 
the  amount  of  four  hundred ;  their  spies  and  reconnoitring  parties 

2iHaywood,  Tennessee,  pp.  255,  256  refers  to  a  William  Cox  as  Zacha- 
riah's  brother.  Houck  {Missouri  II,  155)  mentions  him  as  one  of  the  settlers 
in  1800  on  Lake  St.  Mary  in  the  jurisdiction  of  New  Madrid. 

22Cf.  Note  20. 

2»Cf.  p.  103. 
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frequently  made  applications  to  us  for  ammunition;  offering 
extravagant  prices — being  scarce  of  ammunition  ourselves  we 
took  care  not  to  divide  what  little  we  had  with  the  natives, 
particularly  as  we  were  in  hopes  their  scarcity  in  that  article 
might  prevent  their  general  attack  upon  us  which  we  had  reason 
to  apprehend.* 

I  determined  at  every  risk  to  support  the  rising  settlement, 
and  for  that  purpose  dispatched  messengers  to  my  friends  in 
the  settled  country  of  Kentucky,  Cumberland,  and  Holstein, 
to  forward  me  supplies.  I  also  called  on  those  who  were  inter- 
ested in  our  settlement,  to  aid  us  as  much  as  in  their  power; 
and  to  the  active  young  men,  I  gave  permits  to  collect  and  bring 
forward  emigrants  on  the  following  conditions:  viz. 

Sir, 

You  are  hereby  permitted  to  raise  a  company  of 
emigrants  to  settle  in  the  town  of  Smithland,  who  shall  each  be 
entitled  to  a  lot  in  this  town  gratuitously,  provided  they  shall 
improve,  or  cause  the  same  to  be  improved,  and  on  their  becom- 
ing citizens,  or  residents  of  said  town  for  the  space  of  one  year, 
the  said  emigrants  shall  each  be  entitled  to  one  thousand  and 
one  acres  of  land  in  the  Tennessee  purchase;^'*  in  the  tract  of 
country  set  apart  for  the  emigrants;  provided  they  shall  settle 
upon  or  cause  the  same  to  be  settled  upon  &  improved,  the 
ensuing  season  after  a  settlement  [24]  takes  place,  consistent 
with  the  approbation  of  government.    Given  under  my  hand  &c. 

(Signed)     Zachariah  Cox. 

In  consequence  of  the  foregoing  encouragement,  the  emigra- 
tion to  Smithland  became  very  considerable  in  a  few  weeks ;  the 
industry  of  the  citizens  greatly  increased  the  value  of  their  lots 
in  town,  who  now  began  to  precipitately  to  enjoy  the  reward 
of  their  labour,  every  prospect  was  flattering  and  wore  the  most 
alluring  features;  amongst  the  citizens  the  greatest  harmony 
and  friendship  existed. 

Having  thus  laid  and  secured  the  foundation  of  a  rising  set- 
tlement, by  expensive  improvements  as  well  as  much  personal 
fatigue  and  trouble;  I  made  a  declaration  of  my  intended  route 

*The  Indians  frequently  (in  my  presence)  observed  the  ten  days  were 
most  gone,  we  must  then  go  away. 

^*American  State  Papers,  Public  Lands,  Vol.  I,  pp.  121,  360.  Apparently 
the  officers  received  extra  allowances  of  land.    Cf.  also  p.  94. 
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down  the  river  Mississippi,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  com 
mercial  connection  in  Orleans,  as  well  as  a  desire  to  explore  the 
country  west  of  the  river  Mississippi — provided  the  approbation  of 
the  Spanish  government  could  be  first  obtained  for  that  purpose.^*^ 
The  good  citizens  of  Smithland  being  acquainted  with  my 
object,  and  informed,  on  my  route  I  intended  to  explore  the 
country  west  of  the  Mississippi,  (provided  the  approbation  of 
the  Spanish  government  could  be  first  obtained)  expressed  a 
desire  to  accompany  me:  and  began  their  preparation  for  the 
journey,  about  the  first  of  June  I  was  informed  by  a  friend 
from  Massac,  that  the  federal  officers  of  that  post,  had  in  con- 
templation to  stop  me  by  military  force,  on  my  descent  of  the 
river  Ohio;  this  information  appears  to  be  substantiated  by  the 
following  letter,  viz.  [25] 

e-  Massac,  June  the  2d.  1798. 

Sir,  '' 

The  bearer  is  a  man  who  has  been  in  my  employ  these  four 
months,  during  which  time  he  has  behaved  himself  with  pro- 
priety, he  is  anxious  to  get  a  lot  in  your  settlement,  and  begs 
the  favor  of  me  to  give  him  these  few  lines  of  introduction,  I 
expect  that  the  General's  journey^*  to  this  country  is  postponed. 
If  you  should  descend  the  Ohio  please  to  make  it  convenient  to 
call  just  to  subscribe  to  the  usual  forms  of  the  place,  as  you  are 
expected  down  and  they  will  not  permit  your  Passing  unless  it 
is  done  clandestinely.*         I  remain     Sir, 

Your  Humble  Serv't, 
(True  Copy)  (Signed)     Zebn.  Monty.  Pike.^ 

Directed  to  Col.  Cox. 

*Mr.  Pike's  letter  not  being  in  confidence  permits  a  publication  of  it. 

25The  attitude  of  the  Spanish  government  towards  exploration  west  of 
the  Mississippi  is  shown  in  their  course  towards  Philip  Nolan.  Gayoso  (men- 
tioned in  this  pamphlet  p.  73)  was  largely  responsible  for  this  growing  opposi- 
tion to  American  influence  in  that  region.  Cf.  Quarterly  of  the  Texas  State 
Historical  Association,  Vol.  X,  p.  58.  On  the  other  hand,  McHenry  wrote 
Washington  Nov.  6,  1799,  (Steiner  p.  440)  that  Gayoso  "probably  was  in 
connivance"  with  Cox. 

^^General  Wilkinson  had  succeeded  Wayne  in  command  of  the  army. 
The  situation  in  the  Natchez  District  and  other  frontier  affairs  necessitated 
his  presence  on  the  Mississippi.  At  this  period  the  Spanish  authorities  be- 
lieved that  he  was  no  longer  devoted  to  their  interests,  so  looked  upon  his 
arrival  with  suspicion.  He  was  then  at  Pittsburgh,  passed  to  Massac,  August 
1st,  and  reached  Natchez  on  August  26,  1798.    Ellicot,  A.,  Journal,  etc.  p.  182. 

"A  letter  from  William  Henry  Harrison  at  Cincinnati  to  McHenry 
(Steiner,  p.  263)  reports  the  arrival  at  that  place  in  August,  1797,  from  Massac 
of  "Mr.  Pike  cadet  of  the  3rd  Regiment." 
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The  foregoing  letter  and  information  impressed  me  with 
some  degree  of  astonishment;  believing  as  I  did  at  that  time,  the 
impracticability  of  an  arbitrary  molestation  of  the  free  and  inde- 
pendent navigation  of  the  river  Ohio,  which  is  guaranteed  to 
every  citizen  by  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States, 
as  well  as  by  treaties  with  all  nations,  touching  upon,  or  inter- 
ested therein. 

In  company  with  eighty  men,  I  embarked  from  south  of 
Smithland,  on  the  17th  of  July  1798,  in  pursuit  of  the  journey 
contemplated,  as  before  stated — Maj.  Thomas  Gist,^*  at  the 
request  of  the  company,  was  kind  enough  to  go  in  advance  of 
us  on  our  descent  of  the  river  Ohio  with  information  to  the  [26] 
commander  at  Massac,  of  our  intended  route  and  object. 

On  our  arrival  near  Massac  the  following  letter  was  handed 
me  by  a  man  from  galley  Adams. 

Sir,  You  will  put  to  shore  with  your  boats  before  you  get 
below  THE  where  THE  Galley  lays  at  anchor  or  I  shall  be 
under  the  necessity  of  firing  at  you. 

True  copy  (Signed)    W.  P.  Smith  Lt.  3d  Regt.^^ 

Directed  to  Comg.  Galley  Adams. 


Colo.  Cox,  or  the  offi- 
cer Comg.  the  boats 
descending  the  river 
from  Smithland. 


July  17,  '98,  15  m. 
after  3  o'clock. 


In  conformity  with  the  foregoing  order  from  W.  P.  Smith, 
myself  and  company  made  a  halt;  where  we  continued  until 
the  return  of  Major  Thos.  Gist  from  [the]  garrison  [of]  Massac, 
by  whom  we  received  the  following  verbal  order  from  Major 
Kingsberry.^® 

28A  letter  from  Major  Thomas  Girt  to  the  Commandant  of  New  Madrid, 
bearing  date  of  May  30,  1798,  is  found  in  American  State  Papers,  Misc.  I, 
pp.  359,  360.  In  this  letter  Girt  calls  himself  "commander  at  Smithland — 
founded  by  Col.  Cox,"  so  the  presumption  is  that  he  is  the  "Gist"  mentioned 
above.  The  object  of  his  letter  was  to  open  "commerce  and  friendly  inter- 
course with  all  our  neighbors,"  of  whom  he  conceived  the  Spaniard  "an  inter- 
esting one."  R.  Buntin  in  a  communication  to  Wilkinson  refers  to  a  Major 
"Guist."     Ihid.  Cf.,  also  p.  108. 

"Cf.  Heitman,  p.  603. 

'"Jacob  Kingsbury.  An  explanation  of  this  order  may  be  found  on  p. 
63,  n.  36.  That  there  was  justification  for  it  may  be  inferred  from  Prior's 
deposition.     Cf.  p.  104. 
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That  myself  and  company  must  immediately  ascend  the 
river  Ohio  beyond  the  distance  of  a  six  pounder  or  he,  Kings- 
berry,  should  from  an  order  fire  on  us. 

Myself  and  company  immediately  ascended  the  river  Ohio 
about  three  miles;  and  encamped  on  the  east  shore  Christian 
county  state  of  Kentucky,  from  whence,  I  wrote  the  following 
letter  viz.  

Major  Kingsberry  State  of  Kentucky  July  17th  1798. 

Comr.  at  Fort  Massac. 

Sir,  for  the  purpose  of  exploring  the  Country  to  the 
Southward  of  this,  my  friends  with  me  are  desirous  to  descend 
the  river  [27]  Ohio  by  your  garrison  not  being  acquainted  with 
the  rules  of  the  place  has  induced  me  to  write  you  for  informa- 
tion how  to  act  and  whether  we  are  to  descend  the  river  or  not. 

The  information  I  received  some  weeks  past  which  will  be 
shown  you  per.  Majr.  Gist  the  bearer  of  this  appears  to  me  not 
more  extraordinary  than  that  of  your  order  to  me  this  day,  to 
ascend  the  river  beyond  the  distance  of  a  six  pounder;  however 
I  have  thought  proper  to  obey  your  orders,  as  it  is  now  and  ever 
was  my  real  desire,  to  conform  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of 
any  constituted  authority  derived  from  our  government. 

The  emigration  to  Smithland  has  far  surpassed  the  calcula- 
tion of  many;  provision  being  scarce  necessity  has  measurably 
inforced  us  to  draw  some  assistance  from  the  wood.  The  laws 
of  the  United  States  have  prescribed  the  boundary  between  us 
and  the  Indians  over  which  we  cannot  pass  without  offence, 
though  the  Indians  have  been  permitted  to  take  the  game  from 
us.31 

We  wish  to  be  permitted  to  pass  to  some  place,  where  we  can 
legally  by,  industry  justly  support  many  respectable  families, 
who  may  otherwise  be  reduced  to  want. 
Your  humble  servant, 

(Signed)     Zachr.  Cox. 


Fort  Massac,  17th  July  1798. 
Sir, 

"I  received  your  letter  of  this  date  by  Mr.  Gist,  and  must 
inform  you  that  no  armed  party  is  permitted  to  pass  this  place, 
and  should  you  presume  to  attempt  forcing  by  the  galley,  or 

'^Cf.  Sevier's  statement,  p.  101. 
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garrison,  you  must  expect  to  pass  under  a  heavy  fire,  from  every 
[28]  peice  of  ordinance  which  can  be  brought  to  bear  on  you 
from  the  fort  and  galley. 

Your  humble  servant. 
(Signed)     *Jacob  Kingsberry,  Maj. 

2d,  U.  S.  Regt.  commanding  fort 
[True  copy,]  Massac  and  its  dependencies. 

Directed  to  Mr.  Z.  Cox. 
by  Mr.  Gist. 

On  receiving  the  foregoing  letter  from  Maj.  Kingsberry, 
myself  and  company  thought  proper  to  return  to  South  Smith- 
land,  and  to  consult  the  civil  authority,  and  commander  of  the 
county  in  which  we  lived. ^ 

At  the  request  of  the  company,  Maj.  Thomas  Gist  and  my- 
self, wrote  the  following  letters  to  Col.  Moses  Shelby,  ^  Com- 
mander for  the  county  of  Christian. 


g.^  Smithland,  July  18,  1798. 

After  my  compliments  to  your  honour,  I  take  the  liberty  to 
inform  you,  that  on  the  16th  day  of  this  inst.  at  the  request  of 
Col.  Cox,  and  four  captains,  in  your  Regiment  from  Smithland, 
I  droped  down  in  a  perogue  to  fort  Massac,  and  made  a  candid 
statement  of  their  intended  route  down  the  river,  offering  any 
security  for  a  proper  conduct. 

Major  Kingsberry  told  me  that  Col.  Cox  could  pass  on  his 
negociations  with  a  few  men,  but  unarmed,  the  next  morning 
we  droped  down  near  the  garrison,  I  went  forward; — told  the 
Maj.  that  Col.  Cox  had  arrived  near  his  garrison,  wished  him 
to  come  to  his  boats,  or  nominate  some  officer  to  do  so,  view  his 

*About  two  weeks  previous  to  our  descending  the  river  Ohio;  Captain 
Samuel  Hancock3^  in  company  with  ten  armed  men  descended  the  river, — 
gave  a  manifest  of  his  cargo  and  men,  passed  Massac  to  New  Madrid  and 
back,  without  molestation,  and  by  Kingsberry's  particular  approbation. 

"^Hancock  was  one  of  Cox's  agents.     Cf.  p.  104. 

•'Cf.  Prior's  deposition,  p.  104. 

**An  order  of  Moses  Shelby  to  W.  Compton,  Lieutenant  of  the  24th' 
Kentucky  militia,  bearing  date  of  July  5,  1798  is  found  in  Amer.  State  Paps. 
Misc.  Vol.  I,  p.  360.  Wilkinson  characterizes  him  as  one  "who  has  taken, 
part  in  his  (Cox's)  usurpations,"  Ibid,  p.  358. 
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situation  and  boats,  pass  as  many  as  he  pleased,  and  in  what 
manner  he  pleased,  and  the  balance  would  return. 

His  answer  was,  that  we  must  return  immediately  out  of 
the  reach  of  the  shot  of  a  six  pounder,  or  from  an  order  he  should 
fire  on  us,  which  Col.  Cox  and  the  officers  on  my  return  thought 
proper  to  comply  with ;  the  other  documents  will  be  enclosed  in 
the  colonel's  letter. 

(True  copy)  Your  humble  servant, 

signed — Thomas  Gist. 


State  of  Kentucky,  3  miles  above  fort  Massac 
the  18th  July,  1798. 
Col.  Moses  Shelby,  Sir, 

On  my  route  down  the  river  Ohio,  in  pursuit  of  the  journey 
contemplated  and  fully  communicated  to  you  when  at  Smith- 
land — there  appears  some  difficulty  with  the  officers  of  the  gar- 
rison Massac,  in  permitting  our  descending  the  river  as  you  will 
see  per  the  inclosed  documents.  I  have  tho't  it  my  duty  to  com- 
municate you  the  circumstances,  soliciting  your  friendly  advice 
as  commander  of  the  county,  on  a  subject  truly  interesting  to 
all  the  citizens  of  this  Western  world. 

If  the  free  and  independent  navigation  of  those  Western 
waters  are  to  be  thus  invaded,  there  is  no  longer  use  for  civil 
authority;  but  all  must  bend  to  a  military  prerogative. 

I  have  ever  supported  the  [30]  civil  authority  of  my  country 
and  still  hope  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  do  so;  you  are  the  only 
officer  present  on  whom  I  can  call  or  look  up  to  for  justice; 
therefore  hope  you  will  do  myself  and  friends  the  honor  of  your 
presence,  that  a  proper  and  legal  investigation  of  the  subject 
may  take  place. 

Yours  friend,  and 

humble  servant, 

(Signed)     Zachr.  Cox. 


Several  others:  officers  of  Col.  Shelby's  Regt.  also  wrote  him 
.soliciting  his  advice  on  the  occasion. 

On  the  19th  of  July  1798. 
Myself  and  company  ascended  the  river  Ohio  to  South  Smithland. 
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On  the  20th  of  July 
Col.  moses  shelby,  in  company  with  J.  Ramsey,  Esqr.  (one  of 
the  civil  officers  of  Christian  County)  arrived  at  South  Smith- 
land,  I  fully  communicated  to  them  the  circumstance  of  myself 
and  friends,  being  stopped  from  descending  the  river  Ohio. 

Colo.  Moses  Shelby  J.  Ramsey  Esq.  accompanied  by  Major 
Thos.  Gist,  and  several  other  citizens  of  Smithland,  thought 
advisable  to  wait  on  the  commander  at  Massac;  in  order  if  pos- 
sible to  know  the  cause  why  citizens  were  prohibited  from  de- 
scending the  river. 

On  Col.  Shelby's  arrival  at  Massac  (as  himself  and  J.  Ramsey,, 
on  their  return  informed  me)  he  asked  Major  Kingsberry  the 
cause  that  influenced  him  to  prevent  the  citizens  of  Kentucky 
from  descending  the  river  Ohio,  and  whether  he  (Kingsberry) 
had  any  charges  or  partial  orders  against  myself  and  company? 
— answer — That  he  (Kingsberry)  [31]  had  orders,  not  to  admit 
armed  men  to  descend  the  river  Ohio. 

Col.  Shelby  asked  Major  Kingsberry  for  a  sight  of  the  fore- 
going order;  which  was  denied  him;  on  his  return  from  Massac 
he  (Col.  Shelby)  wrote  the  following  letter,  viz 

One  mile  above  Massac,  July  21st,  1798. 

Major  Kingsberry 
Sir, 

Since  my  departure  from  your  Garrison,  on  mature  consider- 
ation as  a  citizen  of  Kentucky;  considering  the  situation  of  my 
fellow  citizens,  who  have  been  orderly  and  good  men;  and  or- 
ganized in  my  regiment  by  their  own  request,  it  causes  my  feel- 
ings to  bleed.  But  as  an  officer  inquiring  into  these  grievances,, 
being  denied  a  sight  or  a  copy  of  your  orders,  in  a  case  so  inter- 
esting to  my  fellow  citizens  and  myself  (as  the  uninterrupted 
navigation  of  the  river  Ohio  provided  for  and  secured  to  us  by 
treaties  with  all  nations  touching  thereon)  causes  me  to  think 
myself  injured. 

I  now  beg  you  if  consistant  with  your  power  and  order;  to 
admit  the  barge  of  Col.  Cox,  and  one  flat  boat  with  five  perogues, 
to  pass  with  five  men  aboard  of  each,  or  I  suppose  five  less 
might  do  by  getting  hirelings  to  work  up,  I  have  thought  from 
the  date  of  your  order,  corresponding  with  the  date  of  the  letter 
that  Major  Gist  gave  you  a  copy  of  a  few  days  ago;  they  must  in 
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my  opinion  originate  with,  and  come  from  col.  Hamtrammock;^* 
if  not  I  hope  you  will  on  the  reception  of  this  give  me  a  true 
copy  in  order  to  enable  me  to  inform  my  fellow  citizens,  that  for 
the  future  they  may  not  depend  upon  treaties  or  civil  authority; 
but  resign  all  to  a  military  prerogative,  and  to  attempt  any 
thing  to  [31]  the  contrary  is  not  only  risqueing  their  rights  and 
property,  but  lives.  After  acknowledging  the  great  satisfaction 
I  had  in  your  company  and  other  officers  I  beg  leave  to  sub- 
scribe myself  with  due  esteem. 

your  sincere  friend  &  Humble 
servant, 
(true  copy)  signed — Moses  Shelby. 


In  answer  to  the  foregoing;  Col.  Shelby  received  the  following 
letter  directed  to  me. 

Fort  Massac  21st  July  1798. 
Sir, 

If  you  are  desirous  of  descending  the  Ohio  with  six  or  seven 
boats  and  thirty  or  thirty  five  men  to  work  them  and  no  more 
I  have  not  the  least  objections  provided  you  have  no  ordnance 
or  military  stores  on  board,  and  not  more  than  one  third  of  your 
men  armed.  On  your  approach  you  will  halt  with  your  party 
one  mile  from  the  garrison,  where  your  boats  and  crews  will  be 
examined  by  the  officer  of  the  day,  who  will  report,  and  should 
you  conform  strictly  to  this  order,  you  will  be  permitted  to  pass 
unmolested. 

I  am  sir,  yours, 

Directed  to         (signed)     Jacob  Kingsberry,  Maj. 

Mr.  Z.  Cox.       2d  U.  S.  Regiment,  commanding  Fort  Massac 

per  col.  M.  V.  Shelby.     (True  copy)    &  its  dependencies. 

Colonel  Moses  Shelby,  J.  Ramsey  Esq.  and  company,  re- 
turned to  South  Smithland,  on  the  21st.  at  night. 

By  approbation  of  col.  M.  Shelby  and  J.  Ramsey  Esqr. 
myself  and  company  concluded  to  pursue  our  [33]  journey,  for 
the  preservation  of  peace  and  harmony;  as  col.  Shelby  and  J. 
Ramsey,  Esqr.  advised  I  thought  proper  to  observe  the  rules 
laid  down  by  Major  Kingsberry;  the  remainder  of  the  company 

"John  F.  Hamtramck,  Cf.  Heitman,  p.  318. 
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passed  by  land,  under  the  care  of  capt.  Samuel  Hancock,^**  who 
received  the  following  authority  from  col.  M.  Shelby,  viz. 

To  Capt.  Samuel  Hancock, 

Sir,  You  are  hereby  permitted  to  pass  through  any  part 
in  the  bounds  of  Christian  County  with  any  number  of  men 
you  please  paying  due  respect  to  our  government,  and  not  to 
infringe  on  the  liberties  of  any  Indian  tribe.  Given  under  my 
hand  this  22d  day  of  July  1798. 

signed — Moses  Shelby 

(True  copy)  col.  24th  regiment 


Col.  Shelby  also  issued  the  following  authority. 

Mr.  Zachariah  Cox, 
Sir 

You  are  hereby  authorised  to  pass  down  the  river  Ohio  with 
your  crafts  and  Co.  paying  due  respect  to  our  government. 
Given  under  my  hand  this  22d  July  1798. 

(true  copy)     signed  Moses  Shelby  col.  24  regt. 

On  the  2 2d  instant  myself  and  company  proceeded  on  our 
journey  down  the  Ohio,  we  arrived  near  Massac,  halted  on  the 
South  side  of  the  river,  from  whence  I  wrote  Major  Kingsberry 
the  folllwing  letter. 

Sir, 

It  is  our  desire  to  subscribe  to  the  rules  of  the  Garrison,  as 
per  your  request,  you  will  please  to  send  an  officer  on  board  to 
take  a  manifest  of  our  [34]  cargo,  that  we  may  pass  in  peace 

"Cf.  Buntin  to  Wilkinson  Aug.  1,  1798,  Am.  State  Paps.  Misc.,  I,  p.  359. 
Zachariah  Cox  to  Benjamin  Cox,  (N.  O.  ?Oct.  ?1798)  Houck,  Missouri,  Vol. 
I,  p.  383;  Wilkinson  to  Sargent,  Aug.  2,  1798.  Am.  State  Paps.,  Misc.  I, 
358,  359.  The  passage  of  Cox  and  his  men  was  apparently  timed  so  as  to 
follow  that  of  Sargent,  on  his  way  to  assume  the  governorship  of  Mississippi, 
and  to  precede  that  of  Wilkinson.  The  latter  charged  that  it  was  part  of  an 
extensive  plan  to  form  a  rendezvous  in  the  following  December,  of  all  the 
mischievous  western  characters,  and  urged  Sargent  to  defeat  it  by  arresting 
Cox.  The  latter  must  have  had  in  mind  some  extensive  plan  of  western  ex- 
ploration. Otherwise  there  would  be  no  object  in  leading  his  men  to  New 
Madrid  and  then  sending  them  back  at  once,  when  he  failed  to  obtain  permis- 
sion of  De  Lassus  to  attempt  this. 

63 


agreable  to  permission  derived  from  the  constituted  authority 
of  our  country.^' 

signed  Zachr.  Cox. 

directed  to  Maj.  Kingsberry 

Comg.  at  Ft.  Massac     (true  copy) 
By  Capt.  Clark 


At  1  o'clock  P.  M.  Mr.  Theos.  Elmer^^  and  Z.  M.  Pike,  ac- 
companied by  a  military  escort  made  us  a  visit  from  Ft.  Massac, 
from  whom  I  received  a  paper,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy.* 
Col.  Zachariah  Cox  has  permission  to  pass  the  Garrison 
Massac  with  his  company  consisting  of  himself  and  thirty  two 
others  now  on  their  descent  of  the  Ohio,  in  one  barge  six  perogues 
&  two  canoes. 

signed — ^Theos.  Elmer  lieut. 
&  officer  of  the  day 
(true  copy)  3  miles  above  Ft.  Massac 

22d  July  1798. 

Myself  and  company  proceeded  on  our  journey  some  distance 
below  Massac  (in  the  county  of  Christian  State  of  Kentucky) 
we  were  joined  by  capt.  Samuel  Hancock  &  company. 

On  the  23d  of  July  captain  Hancock  in  company  with  sev- 
eral others  who  passed  by  land  with  him,  ascended  the  river 
Ohio  to  Massac;  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  on  some  provisions 
we  had  previously  [35]  purchased;!  from  whence  he  (Hancock 
&c)  returned  on  the  24th  instant  to  our  company  about  five 
miles  below  Massac. 

The  24th  of  July  1798  we  proceeded  on  our  Journey  &  arrived 
at  New  Madrid  on  the  26th  inst.  we  sent  a  messenger  in  advance, 
with  information  to  the  commander,^®  of  our  desire  to  descend 

*Mr.  Elmer  &  Pike  took  a  manifest  of  our  cargo,  and  a  list  of  the  men 
who  passed  with  me  by  Massac. 

fCaptain  Hancock  on  his  return  to  Massac  conversed  with  the  officers 
on  the  subject  of  his  passing  by  land  who  knew  hinself  and  men  to  be  of  that 
company. 

"See  p.  110. 

'^Theophilus  Elmer,  lieutenant  of  the  Artillerists  and  Engineers,  Ham- 
mersley,  T.  H.  S.,  Army  Register  of  the  United  States,  p.  49. 

«»Don  Carlos  De  Hault  de  Lassus.  Cf.  Houck,  M.  Missouri,  Vol.  II,  p.  135. 
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the  river  by  his  Garrison;  we  received  the  following  verbal 
answer  viz 

That  the  navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi  was  free*°  for 
all  americans  to  pass  when  they  pleased  unmolested. 

On  our  arrival  at  New  Madrid  I  immediately  waited  on  the 
commander  and  informed  him  the  objects  we  had  in  view. 

The  commander  informed  me  that  he  could  not  authorise 
myself  and  company  to  explore  or  settle  in  his  catholic  Majesty's 
Dominions,  as  that  power  was  only  vested  in  his  superiors,  the 
Governor  General  of  the  province  of  Lusiana^^  would  probably 
authorise  the  object  we  had  in  view,  to  whom  he  recommended 
me,  he  further  observed  that  we  could  with  propriety  descend 
the  river  the  navigation  being  free,  but  gave  it  as  his  advice  for 
myself  in  company  with  a  few  men  first  to  descend  the  river, 
see  the  Governor  General  and  know  his  sentiments. 

I  returned  to  the  company  who  descended  the  river  with 
me,  and  informed  them  as  near  as  I  could,  the  conversation  that 
passed  between  the  commander  and  myself,  on  deliberation  it 
appeared  to  be  the  general  opinion  of  the  company  to  adopt 
the  advice  of  the  commander;  and  accordingly  all  returned 
except  myself  and  thirteen  others,  with  whom  I  descended  the 
river  Mississippi. 

On  the  11th  day  of  August  1798,  myself  and  [36]  company 
arrived  at  Natchez;  I  immediately  waited  upon  the  federal 
commanding  officer — capt.  Guion'^  to  whom  I  fully  communi- 
cated the  objects  in  view,  &  my  desire  to  pass  to  Orleans  for 
that  purpose. 

I  was  immediately  on  my  arrival  at  Natchez,  informed  by 
several  citizens,  that  the  federal  officers  had  in  contemplation, 
by  military  power,  to  confine  myself  and  company. 

we  continued  at  Natchez  several  days,  in  peace  and  harmony 
with  our  friends. 

On  the  18th  instant,  about  the  hour  of  twelve  o'clock  at 
night,  my  lodging  was  surrounded  with  probably  some  few  less 
than  a  battalion  of  federal  troops,  with  fixed  bayonets.    A  Mr. 

"As  a  result  of  Pinckney's  Treaty  of  1795,  which  had  been  observed  by 
the  Spaniards  for  a  few  months  only. 

*^Manuel  Gayoso  de  Lemos.     For  his  later  relations  with  Cox  cf,  p.  73. 
*2For  Captain  Isaac  Guion  cf.  Quarterly,  Vol.  IV,  p.  96. 
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Scott,  and  a  Mr.  Grag*^  came  into  the  house,  and  without  cer- 
emony forced  the  room,  where  I  was  in  bed  with  Capt.  Wm.  L. 
Cox:  I  asked  their  business,  they  told  me  they  were  the  unwel- 
come messengers  of  bad  news;  their  business  was  to  take  me 
into  custody. 

I  asked  their  authority,  they  told  me  it  was  from  Governor 
Sergeant.^^  I  put  on  my  clothes,  they  forced  me  at  the  point 
of  the  bayonet  to  fort  Panmuir^^  of  Natchez;  (as  they  called  it) 
I  demanded  their  authority — Mr.  Grag  showed  me  orders  to 
the  following  effect — viz. 

You  are  ordered  to  take  under  your  command  a  sufficient 
number  of  men,  and  to  take  into  custody  the  body  of  Zachariah 
Cox,  if  he  is  found  to  be  in  this  district,  and  in  case  of  any  oppo- 
sition, you  are  to  repel  force  by  force,  treating  him  in  every 
respect  as  a  common  enemy. 

The  foregoing  is  as  near  as  I  can  recollect  the  purport  of  the 
order,  the  original  or  a  copy  being  denied  me  I  cannot  repeat 
it  verbatim;  but  the  words  to  repel  force  by  force,  and  stiling 
me  a  common  [37]  enemy;  as  well  as  the  signature  of  Guion,  I 
perfectly  recollect;  neihter  the  signature  of  the  Governor,  or 
any  other  civil  officer  was  to  the  orders  Mr.  Grag  shewed  me.f 

I  was  kept  in  fort  Panmeur  29  days  and  nights,  great  part 
of  the  time  in  close  confinement."*' 

My  friends  made  use  of  every  legal  effort  in  their  power  to 
see  me,  or  know  the  cause  of  my  confinement,  which  was  abso- 
lutely denied. 

In  the  time  of  my  confinement  I  wrote  the  following  letters: — 
viz. 

fSee  in  the  evidence  of  captain  George  Demler^®,  on  the  trial  of  lieutenant 
P.  Pope  confirmed. 

^^William  Scott,  ensign,  and  Aaron  Gregg,  lieutenant,  of  the  Third  Regi- 
ment of  Infantry. 

**A  copy  of  the  order  for  Cox's  arrest  with  Sargent's  signature  is  given 
in  Rowland,  Dunbar  (Ed.)  Miss.  Ter'l  Archives,  Vol.  I,  p.  29.    Cf.  also  p.  105. 

"The  name  "Panmure"  was  given  to  the  fort  during  the  British  regime 
in  West  Florida.    Cf.  Martin,  H.  History  of  Louisiana,  p.  221. 

«For  George  Dernier.    Cf.  Heitman,  p.  228. 

*'For  Sargent's  contrary  statement  see  Rowland,  op.  cit.  p.  31.  Cox  states 
later  that  he  was  lodged  with  "six  or  seven  horse  thieves"  and  refused  the 
privilege  of  conferring  with  his  friends.  Cf.  Am.  St.  Paps.  Misc.  I,  pp.  361, 
362. 
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His  Excellency, 

Winthrop  Sergeant  Esq. 
Sir, 

I  am  informed  'tis  by  your  orders  I  have  been  fifteen  days 
confined  to  this  fort — being  ignorant  of  the  cause  of  my  con- 
finement, your  information  on  the  subject,  cannot  be  a  devia- 
tion from  the  constitutional  principles  of  the  United  States. 

To  be  granted  a  hearing  on  the  subject  of  the  accusation 
against  me,  in  order  if  possible,  to  remove  the  charges  exhibited, 
is  what  I  request  and  conceive  myself  entitled  to  as  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  particular  State  of  Kentucky. 

If  I  am  innocent  of  the  charges,  to  be  released  from  my  con- 
finement, must  afford  your  Excellency  as  well  as  every  humane 
mind  satisfaction — if  in  the  wrong,  I  conceive  it  consistent  with 
the  administration  of  justice. 

My  private  affairs  suffer  much  for  want  of  attention  to  be 
permitted  the  privilege  of  putting  them  [38]  in  in  the  best  pos- 
sible situation  in  case  of  longer  confinement,  will  prevent  an 
innocent  man  from  inevitable  ruin;  any  security  necessary  to 
entitle  me  the  foregoing  privileges  can  be  given  that  your  Ex- 
cellency may  demand.         I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

(True  copy)  Your  most  obedient  servant, 

September  3,  1798.  Zachr.  Cox. 

Fort  Panmeur  of  Natchez 

His  Excellency  Winthrop  Sergeant  Esq. 
Sir, 

Having  received  no  answer  to  my  letter  of  the  3d  instant, 
induces  me  now  to  address  you  as  the  supreme  Majistrate  of 
this  district,  requesting  of  you,  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  Ha- 
beas Corpus,  which  is  guaranteed  to  me;  as  w^ell  as  every  other 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  by  the  federal  constitution. 

I  hope  sir,  you  will  not  construe  this  request  from  me  im- 
proper, as  I  conceive  it  legal,  and  being  still  ignorant  of  the 
cause  of  my  confinement,  in  a  manner  I  conceive  contrary  to 
the  constitutional  principles  of  my  country. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

(True  copy)  Sir, 

By  captain  George  Demler    Your  most  obedient  humble  serv't. 

Dated  20th  of  September,  1798.        Zachr.  Cox. 

[39] 
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Fort  Panmeur  of  Natchez. 
The  Hon.  Peter  Brewen"*^  Esq. 
Sir, 

I  wrote  to  his  excellency  the  governor  of  the  3d  and  20th 
inst.  on  the  subject  of  my  confinement,  of  which  I  suppose  you 
cannot  be  a  stranger,  having  received  no  answer  from  him,  has 
induced  me  to  address  you  as  one  of  the  federal  Judges  of  this 
district — requesting  of  you  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  Habeas 
Corpus,  which  is  guaranteed  to  me,  as  well  as  every  other  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  by  the  federal  constitution. 

I  hope  sir,  you  will  not  construe  this  request  from  me  im- 
proper, as  I  conceive  it  legal,  and  being  ignorant  of  the  cause 
of  my  confinement,  in  a  manner  I  conceive  contrary  to  the  con- 
stitutional principles  of  my  country — and  also,  as  the  situation 
of  my  private  affairs  call  for  immediate  attention. 

Capt.  George  Demler,  who  will  do  me  the  honour  of  handing 
you  this,  I  hope  will  be  enabled  to  satisfy  me  the  probability  of 
the  success  of  my  application — and  whether  in  case  of  longer 
confinement,  I  can  have  the  privilege  of  an  interview  with  some 
of  my  friends,  in  order  to  place  my  private  affairs  in  the  best 
situation  possible.         I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  serv't. 
(True  copy)     (Signed)  Zachr.  Cox. 

24th  September,  1798. 


By  Capt.  Demler  I  received  the  following  verbal  answer 
from  judge  Brewen. 

He  Brewen  was  then  busy;  after  the  arrival  of  [40]  General 
Wilkinson  he  would  probably  write  to  me  on  the  subject  of  my 
application. 
^   General   Geo.    Mathews^^   Doctor   James   White   and    Col. 

**For  Peter  Bryan  Bruin,  one  of  the  first  judges  of  Mississippi  Territory, 
cf.  Rowland,  Off" I  &  Statistical  Register  of  the  State  of  Miss.  p.  171  et  seq. 

*^He  was  governor  of  Georgia  in  1795  when  the  second  grant  was  made 
to  Cox  and  his  associates.  He  had  hoped  to  be  appointed  governor  of  Mis- 
sissippi Territory  rather  than  Sargent.  Ellicott  speaks  unfavorably  of  him, 
probably  because  of  political  bias.  Cf.  Ellicott,  Journal  (Mss.)  under  date 
of  Oct.  27,  1797.  Dr.  James  White  was  appointed  agent  for  the  southern 
Indian  tribes  in  1786.  A  James  White  was  one  of  the  founders  of  Knoxville. 
Cf.  Winsor,  Westward  Movement,  pp.  345,  358.  Ramsey,  pp.  660,  675.  He 
drew  up  the  remonstrance  mentioned  on  p.  34.  Sargent  later  arrested  White 
as  the  reputed  author  of  a  bulky  memorial  against  him.  Cf.  Miss.  Ter'l 
Archives,  Vol.  I,  pp.  77,  79. 
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Joseph  Pannell,  as  well  as  many  others  of  my  friends,  and  ac- 
quaintances made  application  to  see  me,  or  to  be  informed  what 
were  the  charges,  they  were  absolutely  refused  either. 

Capt.  William  L.  Cox  applied  to  Governor  sergeant  for  leave 
to  write  me;  with  some  difficulty  the  request  was  admitted;  on 
the  following  conditions. 

1st.  Captain  W.  L.  Cox*s  letter,  to  me  was  to  be  handed 
to  the  commander  col.  Hamtrammock,*  for  military  inspection. 

2d.  The  commanding  officer  or  col.  Hamtrammock  to  pass 
or  hand  the  letter  to  the  Governor  for  civil  inspection. 

3d.  After  the  foregoing  ceremonies  the  officer  of  the  Fort 
was  permitted  as  I  understood  to  give  me  the  letter. 

To  this  ungenerous  procedure  I  measurably  acceded,  rather 
than  not  hear  from  my  friends. 

Captain  W.  L.  Cox  was  first  permitted  to  open  the  corre- 
spondence, he  immediately  wrote;  (his  letters  having  to  pass  all 
the  forms  of  the  new  created  court)  came  to  my  view  some  few 
weeks  after  date,  and  to  the  best  of  my  recollection  was  as 
follows.[41] 


Sir, 

Several  of  the  men  who  came  in  company  with  you  are  sick, 
and  very  uneasy,  they  wish  to  know  what  you  want  them  to 
do  or  whether  it  is  your  desire  for  them  to  return  home  or  not, 
I  wish  to  know  what  arrangements,  you  want  made,  with  your 
property  here,  and  what  service  I  can  legally  render  you. 

signed  W.  L.  Cox. 

The  foregoing  is  the  purport  of  W.  L.  Cox's  letter  as  near 
as  I  can  recollect:  the  original  or  a  copy  being  absolutely  denied 
me;  I  cannot  assert  the  contents  verbatim.  ^ 

Some  few  days  subsequent  to  my  being  admitted  a  sight  of 
W.  L.  Cox's  letter  as  aforesaid:  the  officer  of  the  Fort  asked  me 
if  I  did  not  intend  to  answer  Mr.  Cox's  letter. 

*The  foregoing  appears  to  differ  a  little  from  captain  Demler's  evidence, 
he  says  the  letter  was  first  to  pass  civil  inspection;  but  I  recollect  perfectly 
captain  Demler  told  me  our  correspondence  must  be  consistant  with  military 
order  that  the  letter  must  first  be  handed  col.  Hamtrammock  open. 
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My  reply  was 

The  ungenerous  mode  of  corresponding  granted  be- 
tween myself  and  friends,  I  conceived  not  to  be  for  any 
satisfaction  or  advantage  we  could  derive  from  it:  but 
the  design  was  if  possible  to  unjustly  criminate  us,  con- 
sequently I  should  not  write,  all  I  asked  was  the  following 
privilege. 

Will  you  permit  me  to  send  an  open  power  of  attorney  to 
some  friend  to  negociate  and  settle  my  private  business,  this 
request  was  denied  me. 

It  was  with  difficulty  I  was  permitted  to  keep  copies  of  my 
letters  wrote  the  Governor  and  Judge.  Capt.  George  Demler 
observing  that  my  publishing  of  them  might  some  day  bring 
upon  him  trouble;  capt.  Demler  as  he  told  me  waited  on  col. 
Hamtrammock  on  this  occasion,  whom  he  said  had  no  objec- 
tions, to  my  keeping  copies  of  such  letters  as  was  approved  of 
by  the  officers,  and  that  all  letters  [42]  written  by  me  must  posi- 
tively be  done  in  his  presence.  Some  few  days  previous  to  my 
departure  from  confinement  I  v/as  informed  by  a  friend  (who 
accidentally  got  an  opportunity  to  speak  with  me)  that  every 
measure  possible  was  then  pursuing,  by  General  Wilkinson,  and 
the  Federal  officers,  to  involve  me  in  inevitable  ruin.  The  most 
ung[en]erous  reflections  and  unfavourable  representations  were 
made  to  those  who  were  unacquainted  with  us;  in  fact  no  abuse 
with  them  was  too  nefarious  to  be  prescribed, ^^  and  that  if  I 
respected  myself  or  friends  he  advised  me  if  possible  to  depart. 

Under  those  impressions  I  determined  at  every  risque  to 
leave  my  confinement. 

On  the  25th  of  Sept.  I  told  the  officers  of  the  Fort  in  the  care 
of  whom  I  was  placed ;  that  I  would  rather  not  exist  than  to  be 
unjustly  and  illegally  confined,  my  friends  would  be  injured, 
who  had  reposed  implicit  confidence  in  me;  and  I  must  be  in- 
volved in  inevitable  ruin;  provided  I  was  detained  from  pursu- 
ing my  lawful  business. 

All  I  asked  was  that  justice  the  constitution  and  laws  of  my 
country  entitled  me  to,  and  rather  than  be  denied  that,  I  would 
cease  to  exist  in  this  world. 

Except  some  few  contemptuous  grins,  the  officers  made  little 

"°For  correspondence  in  reference  to  Cox's  projects  cf.  Steiner,  passim. 

70 


or  no  reply  to  my  observations  and  probably  thought  less  of 
them. 

On  the  20th.  [26th]  of  September  1798  (with  considerable 
risque)  I  departed  from  Fort  Panmeur  of  Natchez,  on  my  way 
at  the  distance  of  fifteen  leagues  from  New  Orleans,  I  met  a 
report  that  myself  with  a  considerable  number  of  men  was  on 
the  way  to  plunder  and  harrass  the  Spanish  settlers;  and  on  my 
arrival  at  New  Orleans,  on  the  3d  of  October  1798.  I  was  in- 
formed of  the  fact,  that  a  [43]  letter  from  General  Wilkinson^^ 
had  arrived  some  few  days  previous,  the  contents  of  which  will 
appear  in  the  following  orders,  published  by  the  Governor 
general  of  the  Province  of  Louisiana  viz. 

I  have  just  now  received  an  unquestionable  proof  of  the 
faith  of  the  U.  S.  in  the  observance  of  the  treaty  by  which  the 
interest  of  our  nations  are  so  happily  united. 

General  Wilkinson  informs  me  that  a  very  large  number  of 
people  without  law  or  any  national  consideration  have  joined 
in  the  western  part  of  the  U.  S.  with  the  perverse  design  of  in- 
vading this  province,  and  no  other  object  than  that  of  plunder- 
ing its  inhabitants  and  committing  such  excesses  as  may  be 
expected  from  men  without  any  discipline,  whose  existence  is 
only  supported  as  long  as  their  atrocities  keep  them  out  of  the 
reach  of  deserved  punishment. 

The  chief  of  those  banditti  has  under  various  pretexts  de- 
ceived the  commander  of  Fort  Massac  and  was  permitted  to 
pass  with  a  small  party  of  his  people,  having  persuaded  him  that 
they  were  going  to  hunting;  but  the  main  body  went  through 
the  woods  out  of  sight  of  the  Fort  to  embark  about  a  league 
further;  said  General  supposes  that  these  may  be  a  part  of  the 
forces  with  which  Blount  intended  to  invade  this  province.^^ 

He  has  given  me  this  timely  information  to  the  end  that  I 
might  take  such  measures  as  can  prevent  so  eminent  a  danger; 
the  executive  power  of  the  U.  S.  has  been  long  pursuing  that 
party  of  outlawed  people  so  far  as  to  send  troops  against  them. 

^^McHenry  later  regretted  that  Wilkinson  had  taken  it  on  himself  to  ask 
Cox's  surrender,  as  this  might  become  a  "congressional  question."  Cf. 
Steiner,  p.  440. 

^^There  seems  to  be  no  evidence  to  show  that  Cox's  plan  had  any  con- 
nection with  the  Blount  Conspiracy.  Blount's  attitude  towards  Cox  in  1791 
would  suggest  the  contrary.  Perhaps  Wilkinson  wished  to  show  that  others 
beside  himself  considered  the  possibility  of  a  western  revolt,  and  thus  to 
direct  the  attention  of  the  government  away  from  himself. 
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The  chief  of  those  vagabonds  has  been  lately  arrested  in 
Natchez  and  I  make  no  doubt  but  what  the  vigilence  of  that 
Government  will  continue  to  [44]  stop  the  progress  of  those 
malefactors. 

Although  the  measures  which  the  government  of  the  U.  S. 
employs  to  that  purpose  be  efficacious  I  should  be  reproachable 
of  negligence  should  I  not  do  my  endeavours  to  preserve  the 
tranquility  of  this  province  and  assure  to  its  inhabitants  their 
lives  honor  and  property  the  principal  objects  on  which  is  estab- 
lished the  happiness  of  society,  and  which  is  the  aim  of  the 
most  beneficent  Government. 

On  seeing  so  eminent  a  danger  I  have  taken  the  most  con- 
venient measures  to  have  stores  of  provisions,  and  amunition 
at  Batton  Rouge,  where  in  case  of  necessity  I  intend  to  assemble 
the  principal  forces  of  this  province  with  a  camp  of  observation 
at  pointe  Coupee,^^  Col.  Charles  De  Grand  Pre,  Governor  of 
the  Districts  of  Feliciana  and  Batton  Rouge  has  my  instruc- 
tions, and  is  to  act  immediately  under  my  orders,  according  to 
that  at  his  first  requisition,  any  corps  of  the  militia  of  this 
province,  will  march  on  to  the  place  that  he  will  point  out, 
having  given  them  the  orders  to  meet  with  the  regular  troops 
and  free  companies  with  which  I  will  proceed  on  to  the  designed 
spot. 

To  the  end  that  the  said  junction  may  be  effected  with  all 
possible  speed,  you  will  give  the  convenient  orders  to  the  mixed 
legion  of  the  Mississippi  to  march  at  the  first  warning. 

In  all  times  the  militia  of  this  province  have  given  the  most 
convincing  proofs  of  their  fidelity  bravery  and  patriotism  not 
only  preserving,  their  own  tranquility,  but  also  crowning  them- 
selves with  Glory  and  adding  laurels  to  the  arms  of  his  Majesty; 
this  fills  me  with  the  most  flattering  hopes,  and  makes  me  before- 
hand confident  of  success. 

The  zeal  activity  and  skill  which  you  have  shown  [45]  in  in 
former  occasions  of  importance  leaves  me  no  doubt  of  what 
will  be  your  conduct  on  the  present  one. 

"On  the  west  bank  of  the  Mississippi  above  Baton  Rouge.  Grand  Pre 
was  in  control  of  Baton  Rouge  and  the  surrounding  region,  including  Feliciana, 
until  1808.  He  had  been  appointed  governor  of  the  Natchez  District  in  1797, 
but  the  inhabitants,  having  appointed  a  committee  of  safety  to  act  for  them 
until  the  American  government  was  ready  to  assume  control,  refused  to 
receive  him. 
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To  send  your  orders,  you  will  employ  as  couriers,  such  men 
as  you'll  think  more  apt  for  that  purpose,  and  they  will  be  paid 
out  of  the  Royal  Treasury,  as  well  as  other  extraordinary  ex- 
pences  which  may  arise  from  the  marching  of  the  legion. 

May  God  grant  you  a  long  life: — 

Dated  New  Orleans,  Sept.  the  27th,  1798. 

*  (Signed)  Manuel  Gayoso  De  Lemos. 


On  my  route  to  New  Orleans,  I  called  on  col.  Charles  De 
Grand  Pres,  to  whom  the  governor  general  had  dispatched  the 
orders  stated  in  the  foregoing — I  was  treated  by  the  col.  politely, 
and  received  from  him  a  permit,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
copy. 

Batton  Rouge,  29th  Sept.  1798. 

"I  grant  a  free  passport  to  Mr.  Zachariah  Cox  and  Amos 
Edwards,  that  they  may  pass  to  New  Orleans  by  land. 

(True  copy)  fSigned — Grand  Pres. 


My  arrival  at  New  Orleans  the  moment  I  did,  gave  no  small 
degree  of  surprise  to  the  citizens,  as  well  as  the  Spanish  officers 
— and  as  to  my  own  part  I  can  only  leave  to  my  friends  and 
fellow  citizens  to  judge  of  the  unpleasant  situation  in  which  I 
was  placed:  a  lone  stranger,  supported  only  by  a  conscious  rec- 
titude of  my  actions,  and  profound  justice  of  the  Spanish  officers 
who  are  disposed  to  be  in  amity  with  the  United  States,  and  to 
treat  her  citizens  with  justice  and  respect. 

On  my  arrival  at  New  Orleans,  I  immediately  waited  on  his 
excellency  governor  Gayoso,  to  whom  I  stated  candidly  my  sit- 
uation, and  the  object  I  had  in  view  for  making  him  a  visit. 

*The  foregoing  (as  translated)  are  public  orders  from  under  the  hand  of 
Manuel  Gayoso  De  lemos,  governor  general,  for  the  province  of  Louisiana — 
wherein  paragraphs  and  particular  substance  of  general  Wilkinson's  commu- 
nications appears  to  be  quoted. 

flf  my  departure  from  Natchez  had  been  procrastinated  two  or  three 
days,  or  col.  De  Grand  Pres  had  received  his  orders  previous  to  my  arrival 
at  Batton  Rouge,  what  must  have  been  the  consequences.  [46] 
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— , — *  I  was  treated  politely;  and  am  happy  to  have  it  in  my 
power,  to  inform  the  world  and  my  friends  particularly;  that  in 
his  excellency  Manuel  Gayoso  De-lemos,  I  have  had  the  pleasure 
to  find  every  principle  that  constitutes  the  officer  of  justice, 
gentleman  of  honour,  humanity  and  benevolence. 

t  Since  my  departure  from  the  Natchez,  Wilkinson  [47]  and 
Sergent,  or  one  of  them,  have  ordered  or  influenced  the  con- 
finement of  the  company  who  descended  the  river  with  me; 
some  of  whome  I  am  told  are  put  in  irons.^^ 


Short  time  after  my  arrival  at  New  Orleans,  Wilkinson,  or 
Sergeant,  perhaps  both  of  them,  demanded  of  governor  Gayoso 
the  person  of  Zachr.  Cox^^ — in  this  demand  they  were  not 
gratified — their  communications  not  being  so  much  credited  as 
in  the  former  instance;  the  objects  they  had  in  view  were  too 
plain,  and  began  to  awaken  every  impartial  mind:  a  resort  to 
some  other  alternative  to  gratify  and  carry  into  effect  their 
malevolence  became  necessary. 

After  accomplishing  my  business  much  to  my  satisfaction 
with  his  excellency  Governor  Gayoso;  by  his  approbation  I 
departed  from  New  Orleans,  on  the  30th  of  October  for  the 
United  States,  by  way  of  Mobile,  where  I  arrived  in  company 
with  Mr.  Amos  Edwards,  on  the  8th  of  November  1798;  by  the 
citizens,  officers  and  commander  of  Mobile  we  were  politely 
treated. 

On  the  11th  inst.  we  set  out  from  Mobile  for  Samuel  Mitch- 
el's^'  Esq  United  States  agent  in  the  Chactaw  Nation — where 

*The  impartial  can  justly  figure  to  themselves,  the  estonishment^  with 
which  I  was  received,  and  my  embarrasment  when  the  unfavorable  representa- 
tions which  had  been  officially  communicated,  was  pronounced  to  me;  how- 
ever truth  as  in  all  cases  here,  had  its  influence. 

fThe  men  who  descended  the  Mississippi  with  me,  and  now  confined  at 
Natchez,  were  certainly  as  guilty  of  any  crime  previous  to  my  departure  from 
Natchez,  as  they  were  afterwards.  Let  me  ask  why  were  they  not  confined 
in  the  first  instance?  but  they  being  guilty  of  no  crime  since  my  departure, 
were  seized  upon  and  confined;  for  what  motive  let  the  world  judge. 

^*According  to  Cox's  later  statement  Gayoso  met  him  with  "Sir  how  in 
the  name  of  God  did  you  come  here?  "    Cf.  Am.  State  Paps.  Misc.,  I,  361,  362. 

fi^Cf.  Miss.  Ter'l  Archives  I,  pp.  53,  59,  63,  76.^^  In  November  Judge 
Bruin  dismissed  all  except  "young  Cox  and  Hancock." 

"For  Sargent's  request  cf.  Ibid,  p.  51;  Am.  State  Paps.,  Misc.  I,  p.  360. 

"Samuel  Mitchell  was  deputy  Indian  agent  for  the  Choctaws  and  Chicka- 
saws,  under  Colonel  Benjamin  Hawkins,  Miss.  Ter'l  Archives,  I.  p.  46;  Elli- 
cott,  Journal,  p.  199. 
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we  arrived  on  the  18th  inst.  Mr.  Mitchel  being  from  home,  did 
not  return  until  the  19th.  I  immediately  communicated  to  him 
my  situation  and  desire  to  pass  into  the  United  States,  to  im- 
partially give  that  justice  and  satisfaction  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  our  country  demanded:  I  further  requested  of  Mr. 
Mitchell  (as  an  officer  of  the  United  States)  his  protection  and 
safe  conveyance  into  the  State  of  Tennesse,  to  the  honourable 
John  M'Nairy^*  Esq.  to  my  request  Mr.  Mitchel  acceded,  and 
promised  to  perform. [48] 

On  the  present  instant  about  two  hours  subsequent  to  my 
conversation  with  Mr.  Mitchell,  J.  Stewart  arrived  express 
from  Natchez,  with  a  letter  from  governor  Sergeant  to  the  fol- 
lowing effect. 

tSir, 

Zachariah  Cox,  who  made  his  escape  from  this  in  September 
last,  I  am  informed  has  left  Orleans  for  the  United  States,  by 
way  of  Mobile:  he  will  probably  pass  through  the  Choctaw 
nation  of  Indians;  should  you  hear  of  him,  you  will  have  him 
confined  and  brought  to  this  place;  I  will  pay  the  expence 
be  it   what  it  may:  I  have  written  to  Welch||  in  the  Mobile 

JUntil  my  departure  from  New  Orleans,  on  the  30th  of  October,  no 
person  knew  my  intended  route:  from  that  date  until  the  arrival  of  Winthrop 
Sergeant's  message  in  the  Chactaws  was  twenty  days,  in  which  time  a  journey 
of  six  hundred  miles  was  performed,  being  the  distance  from  New  Orleans  to 
Samuel  Mitchell,  Chactaw  nation;  this  shows  with  what  avidity  my  liberty 
was  pursued — which  ceased  immediately  I  reached  the  line  of  civil  justice. 

llSaid  Welch  is  a  man  of  low  character,  who  I  am  informed,  governor 
Sergeant  has  appointed  one  of  his  agents,  to  preside  in  the  Mobile  [49]  settle- 
ment, situated  as  I  was,  the  impartial  reader  may  figure  to  himself  my  em- 
barrassment, in  the  midst  of  an  Indian  nation;  having  no  other  way  to  pass 
into  the  United  States,  but  through  a  tribe  of  savages — whose  enmity,  and 
prejudices,  was  now  roused  to  extreme  against  my  friends  and  myself. 

And  they  employed  by  a  reward  to  arbitrarily  and  illegally  molest  me, 
at  a  time  and  place,  where  Mr.  Amos  Edwards  and  myself  stood  destitute  of 
either  friends  or  acquaintance;  except  two  or  three  humane  citizens  of  the 
Indian  country,  and  Samuel  Mitchel  Esq  who  in  every  respect  conducted 
himself  as  an  officer  of  justice  and  a  gentleman  of  integrity. 

For  some  time  past  false  representations  have  been  industriously  circu- 
lated, as  well  amongst  the  several  tribes  of  Indians,  as  with  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States — that  myself  and  friends  intended  to  settle  the  Indian 
lands  at  the  Muscle  Shoals  in  a  forceable  manner. (Continued  on  p.  76) 

^^Sargent  writes  him  as  one  of  the  three  judges  of  the  Superior  Court 
of  Tennessee,  March  2,  1799,  in  reference  to  Cox.  Cf.  Miss.  Ter'l  Archives, 
I.  109;  Ramsey,  p.  662. 

75 


settlement    to   have    him    apprehended   should   he   pass   that 


way.^^ 


Not  being  able  to  obtain  a  copy  of  the  letter,  I  cannot  assert 
the  whole  verbatim,  but  the  contents  was  nearly  as  I  have 
stated,  to  which  was  the  signature  of  Winthrop  Sergeant. 


On  the  21st  of  Oct.  I  set  out  for  Nashville,  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, under  the  care  of  Mr.  John  Pitchlynn,^^  whom  Samuel 

II  These  erroneous  prejudices  have  been  kept  alive  by  the  detention  of  a 
boat  (built  on  Holstein)  under  impressions  that  said  boat  was  intended  to 
convey  emigrants  to  the  Muscle  Shoals  contrary  to  the  approbation  of  gov- 
ernment. Any  security  would  have  been  given  which  was  repeatedly  pro- 
posed by  myself  and  friends — that  the  said  boat  should  not  be  improperly  or 
illegally  employed.  Notwithstanding  every  legal  effort  made  use  of  by  myself 
and  friends  (to  our  extreme  injury)  the  boat  was  detained — which  if  she  had 
been  admitted,  would  have  passed  to  Smithland;  from  thence  to  New  Orleans, 
and  proved  to  the  Indians,  and  to  the  world  at  large,  that  these  circulating 
reports  were  as  false  as  the  previous  [50]  communications  to  the  Spanish 
officers.  Let  me  ask  Maj.  Kingsberry  what  could  be  his  motive,  or  design,  in 
making  the  unprecedented  request,  that  I  should  descend  the  river  Ohio  and 
Mississippi  with  but  few  men,  and  them  unarmed. 

By  false  representations  the  Spanish  subjects,  as  well  as  the  several 
tribes  of  Indians,  were  now  roused  to  the  highest  prejudice  against  me. 
Had  I  acceded  to  Kingsberry's  prescription,  by  the  former  I  must  have  been 
treated  contemptuously,  if  not  harshly — and  to  the  latter  I  must  have  fallen 
a  sacrafice,  as  several  armed  parties  visited  us  on  our  route;  Kingsberry  well 
knew  the  savages  had  but  a  few  weeks  previous,  plundered  a  boat  and  crew; 
on  the  Ohio  river,  but  a  small  distance  below  Massac. 

I  had  every  reason  to  believe,  previous  to  my  departure  from  Smithland, 
false  representations  had  been  made. 

But  going  to  New  Madrid  in  company  with  80  men,  and  conducting  our- 
selves in  a  legal  and  proper  manner; — convinced  that  wise  and  just  adminis- 
tration, the  purity  of  our  intentions;  and  at  once  destroyed  all  confidence  in 
malevolent  communications.'"  [51] 

"Sargent  calls  James  Stuart  " a  confidential  character"  whom  he  had  sent 
to  Mitchell  and  to  Welch  on  the  Tombigbee.  Welch  had  formerly  served  as 
Indian  interpreter  at  Natchez.  Stuart  was  empowered  to  arrest  Cox,  and 
although  he  did  not  succeed  in  doing  so,  Sargent  afterwards  wrote  that  he 
"found  him  trusty,"  Sargent's  instructions  to  Welch  and  Mitchell  are  in 
Miss.  Ter'l  Archives^  I.  p.  81.  Cf.  also  Ihid,  141.  For  Mitchell's  failure  to 
arrest  Cox  and  his  assistance  in  enabling  him  to  reach  Tennessee,  Sargent 
called  him  "either  knave  or  fool,"  but  strongly  suspected  the  former.  Ibid, 
pp.  94,  108. 

•"See  p.  75.    The  note  indicated  by  ||  continues  to  this  point. 

•^A  half  breed  interpreter  for  the  Choctaws.  Cf.  Miss.  Ter'l  Arch.  /, 
p.  488,  n. 
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Mitchell  Esq.  authorised  and  positively  ordered  to  pass  me 
safe  into  the  United  States.  Mr.  John  Pitchlynn,  a  man  of 
integrity,  passed  us  safe  through  the  whole  nation  and  towns  of 
the  Chickasaw  Indians  by  night  totally  undiscovered  by  them.* 
We  arrived  at  Nashville  on  the  2d  of  December  1798 — it 
being  Sunday,  we  thought  proper  to  postpone  seeing  Judge 
M'Nairy  until  early  next  morning;  in  the  interim,  lieutenant 
W.  Smith^^  who  was  one  day  in  advance  of  us,  being  at  Nash- 
ville, went  to  Judge  M'Nairy's,  made  an  oath,  as  will  appear; 
by  virtue  of  which,  the  following  warrant  was  issued:  viz. 

District  of  Tennesse.  To  wit. 
The  United  States  of  America,  To  the  Marshal  of  the  des- 
trict  of  Tennessee  aforesaid,  To  his  deputies  in  the  destrict 
aforesaid,  and  to  all  and  singular  the  United  States  officers  of 
Justice  in  the  Destrict  aforesaid  Greeting  Whereas  William  P. 
Smith  lieutenant  of  the  United  States  army,  hath  this  day  come 
before  me  John  M'Nairy  Judge  of  the  destrict  of  Tennessee  and 
hath  made  oath  that  Zachr.  Cox  now  in  the  town  of  Nashville, 
on  or  about  the  26th  of  September  last  did  make  his  escape 
from  the  Custody  of  the  law,  having  been  committed  for  treason- 
able and  illegal  acts,  by  competent  authority  at  the  Natchez, 
and  that  he  the  said  Smith  is  induced  to  believe  from  a  variety 
of  circumstances,  that  the  charges  can  be  supported  against  the 

*To  me  it  appears  strange  that  any  man  or  men  could  have  a  legal  or 
honest  design,  in  molesting  or  having  a  citizen  molested  by  savages,  when 
flying  to  justice.  In  flying  from  justice  by  way  of  the  Indian  nation,  the 
reward  off^ered  them  might  carry  with  it  some  colour  of  right;  but  in  coming 
to  justice,  it  cannot  be  construed  to  have  any.  When  at  Orleans,  I  was  quite 
beyond  the  reach  of  the  Laws  of  the  United  States; — ^and  could  have  continued 
there  if  I  pleased. 

My  returning  to  the  United  States,  could  to  no  impartial  person,  be 
construed  a  conviction  of  error;  but  to  the  contrary,  a  conviction  of  right. 
Certainly  in  all  the  United  States  the  jurisdiction  ought  to  be  the  same;  if 
so,  why  not  send  a  messenger  to  the  State  "of  Tennesse,  Kentucky,  or  any 
other  of  the  States,  offering  a  reward  to  have  me  apprehended?  I  answer, 
because  there  is  no  savage  or  military  prerogative  in  those  States;  there  is 
law,  &  there  is  justice,  where  I  invite  and  challenge  you  Mr.  Sergeant,  Mr. 
Wilkinson,  or  any  other  man  or  men  to  confront  me  with  such  accusations, 
and  charges  as  has  been  falsely  represented.  Here  there  is  impartial  laws, 
and  a  government,  which  well  administered  and  unprejudiced;  the  wisest, 
happiest,  and  the  best.  [52] 

«2Cf.  note  29. 
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said  Cox.  These  are  therefore  to  require  you  to  apprehend  the 
said  Zachariah  Cox,  and  bring  him  before  me  to  answer  the 
premises,  and  further  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  law. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal 
this  2d  day.  of  November,  1798. 
(A  copy)  John  M'Nairy.  [53] 

W.  P.  Smith's  affidavit  by  virtue  of  which  the  foregoing 
warrant  was  issued. 

Nashville  December  2d,  1798. 
Sir, 

As  an  officer  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  and  one 
attached  to  its  interest,  I  conceive  it  my  duty  to  inform  you  in 
your  official  capacity  of  the  arrival  of  Zachariah  Cox  in  this 
place  an  hour  or  two  since  of  his  having  been  confined  by  his 
excellency  Governor  Sergeant  in  August  last  at  Natchez,  of  his 
escape  from  confinement  &  such  other  circumstances  attending 
those  different  actions  as  have  come  within  my  knowledge. 

In  August  last  his  Excellency  Brigadier  general  Wilkinson 
arrived  at  fort  Massac  &  was  informed  that  Mr.  Cox  had  de- 
scended the  Ohio  with  a  party  of  armed  men  to  the  Spanish 
dominions  without  the  approbation  or  knowledge  of  any  of  the 
officers  of  the  United  States  government,  and  contrary  to  its 
laws,  and  that  he  had  committed  sundry  treasonable  and  illegal 
acts  shortly  previous  to  that  period.  He  immediately  dis- 
patched an  officer  with  this  information  to  governor  Sergeant, 
who  had  Cox  confined  the  night  of  the  officers  arrival. 

On  the  20th  [26]  of  September  I  arrived  at  Natchez;  and  on 
that  night  Mr.  Cox  made  his  escape,  by  climbing  over  the  walls 
of  the  fort;  to  which  place  the  governor  had  sent  him  for  safe 
keeping,  there  being  no  jail  in  the  town;  he  went  to  New  Orleans 
in  company  with  a  Mr.  Amos  Edwards  who  is  yet  with  him.  I 
left  Natchez  on  the  9th  ult.  and  was  informed  by  good  authority 
on  my  journey  here,  that  about  the  10th,  a  reward  of  three 
hundred  dollars  was  offered  by  the  governor  for  the  apprehend- 
ing of  Mr.  Cox.  I  know  that  [54]  the  Chickasaw  Indians  have 
also  been  offered  a  reward  for  apprehending  him:  having  seen 
sundry  official  letters  to  and  from  governor  Sergeant  on  the 
subject  of  Cox's  confinement,  I  know  that  there  are  charges  of 
magnitude,  which  will  be  brought  forward  against  him,  so  soon 
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as  his  person  can  be  obtained,  he  has  I  am  informed  to  evade 
trial  come  from  New  Orleans  by  way  of  Mobile. 

Men  of  high  responsibility  stand  pledged  to  support  charges 
against  him;  and  I  trust  that  you  will  use  such  means  to  bring 
him  to  trial  as  may  appear  to  you  proper,  you  will  I  hope  pardon 
me  for  suggesting  that  if  he  is  tried  it  must  be  in  the  district  of 
Natchez  as  the  witnesses  who  will  appear  against  him  are  all 
there,  &  cannot  be  brought  here. 

I  stand  ready  should  it  be  necessary,  to  make  oath  to  the 
circumstances  which  I  have  related,  &  have  two  gentlemen  in 
company  with  me  who  are  acquainted  with  nearly  all  of  them — 
Please  to  communicate  to  me  your  sentiments  on  the  subject 
as  soon  as  may  be  convenient  to  you,  I  had  proposed  setting  our 
for  Kentucky  to-morrow  morning  but  can  wait  a  day  if  it  should 
be  necessary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  much 
respect  your  Obt.  sert. 
The  Honbl.  W.  P.  Smith 

Judge  M'Nairy  Lieut.  U.  S.  Army. 

N.  B.  I  have  heard  that  Mr.  Cox  offered  to  give  the  Govr. 
of  Natchez  security  for  his  appearance  before  any  tribunal  of 
the  U.  S.  but  that  none  would  be  taken  alledging  that  he  had 
too  bad  an  opinion  of  Mr.  Cox;  &  conceived  his  crimes  of  so 
henious  a  nature  that  bail  was  out  of  the  question. 

sworn  to  before  me  W.  P.  Smith 

this  2d  Deer.      98.  Lieut.  U.  S.  Army. 

John  M'Nairy.  A  copy.  [55] 

On  Sunday  evening  about  8  o'clock,  by  virtue  of  the  previous 
warrant  and  affidavit  of  W.  P.  Smith  I  was  arrested  by  John 
Boyd,  deputy  Marshall — I  was  kept  in  confinement  until  Mon- 
day the  3d  inst.  about  ten  o'clock  we  waited  on  the  Hon.  John 
M'Nairy  Esq.  W.  P.  Smith  present,  who  on  oath  was  inter- 
rogated— questions  and  answers  as  follows:  viz. 

We  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed,  do  certify,  that 
we  were  present  at  the  examination  of  lieut.  W.  P.  Smith,  in 
his  testimony  against  Zachariah  Cox,  before  the  Hon.  Judge 
M'Nairy — at  which  time,  in  addition  to  what  appears  in  his 
affidavit  from  under  his  hand;  the  following  information  was 
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given  by  him  on  oath,  as  we  conceived;  also,  the  following 
questions  asked,  and  answers  given,  viz. 

Mr.  Cox  having  observed  that  he  conceived  that  the  treat- 
ment he  had  met  with  there  was  arbitrary — Mr.  Smith  addressed 
himself  to  the  Judge,  and  said  that  he  conceived  Mr.  Cox  had 
been  arbitrarily  treated  there — meaning  at  the  Natchez. 

1st  Question  by  Judge  M'Nairy. 
Mr.  Smith,  how  do  you  mean  arbitrarily? 
Answer.     It  appeared  so  to  me. 
2d  Question  by  Judge  M'Nairy. 

In  what  manner  do  you  conceive  Mr.  Cox  was  treated 
arbitrarily? 

Answer — Because  he  was  kept  in  confinement  so  long  with- 
out having  his  charges  made  known  to  him,  and  refused  a  hear- 
ing, and  liberty  of  giving  bail,  when  offered  as  good  as  any  in 
the  country,  and  he  thought  by  the  laws  of  the  country  Mr. 
Cox,  was  entitled  to  it,  or  words  to  that  purport. 

3d  Question,  by  Mr.  Z.  Cox's  council. [56] 
Do  you  of  your  own  knowledge,  know  of  any  charge  of  a 
criminal  nature  against  Mr.  Cox? 

Answer — He  knew  nothing  of  a  public  nature,  but  that  he 
was  informed  Mr.  Cox,  and  the  settlers,  had  formed  a  com- 
mittee, and  had  expelled  a  family  from  his  settlement,  and  sent 
them  to  the  Spanish  government. 

Zachariah  Cox  then  observed — that  he  had  always  en- 
deavored to  support  good  order,  and  had  quarrelled  with  some 
imprudent  persons  for  speaking  disrespectfully  of  government; 
and  that  in  new  settlements  some  bad  men  would  be  found — 
upon  which 

Mr.  Smith  arose  from  his  seat,  and  addressing  himself  to 
Judge  M'Nairy,  said;  that  if  it  would  be  of  any  service  to  Mr. 
Cox,  that  he  would  further  observe,  that  during  Mr.  Cox's  resi- 
dence at  Smithland,  there  was  frequent  intercourse  between 
him  and  the  officers  at  Massac,  and  that  the  most  perfect  har- 
mony subsisted  between  them;  and  that  he  had  frequently 
heard  of  Mr.  Cox's  checking  of  men  for  speaking  disrespectfully 
of  government,  and  particularly  knew  he  had  differed  with  one 
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Mitchell^  on  that  subject,  and  threatened  to  drive  him  away 
for  his  abuse  of  government. 

4th  Question,  by  Zachariah  Cox. 

Mr.  Smith,  was  not  the  Chickasaw  Indians  employed  to 
apprehend  me. 

Answer,  by  Mr.  Smith : 

Yes,  I  am  informed  they  were,  and  that  general  Wilkinson 
had  offered  them  a  reward  of  three  hundred  dollars;  and  I  be- 
lieve there  is  still  a  reward  in  the  Natchez  and  Chickasaw  nation 
to  apprehend  you. 

The  above  is  the  purport,  and  nearly  the  words  [57]  of  Mr. 
Smith,  delivered  in  our  presence,  and  leaving  [hearing]  at  the 
before  mentioned  period;  though  not  included  in  the  written 
copy  from  under  his  hand — Mr.  Smith  was  then  on  oath  before 
the  Judge — and  we  have  that  confidence  in  Mr.  Smith,  that  if 
he  did  not  then  conceive  this  to  be  a  part  of  his  testimony  (which 
we  cannot  put  any  other  construction  upon)  that  he  would  not 
hesitate  to  declare  it  again  on  oath. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  20th  day  of 
January,  1799 

Ho.  Tatum" 
John  Gordon. 


Proceedings  of  the  general  court  martial  whereof  lieut. 
colonel  commandant  John  F.  Hamtramck  is  President  held  at 
camp  Loslies's  [Loftus]  hights^  on  the  Mississippi  on  the  19th 
October  1798,  and  continued  by  adjournment  until  the  22d,  by 
order  of  general  James  Wilkinson  commanding  general  of  the 
western  army. 

Lieutenant  colonel  Hamtramck  President. 


Major  Kingsberry 
Cap.  Shaumburgh 
Lieut.  Butler. 


Major  Kersy    1 

Capt.  Rukard  [  Members 

Capt.  Wade     J 

Lieut.  Hyde^^  Judge  advocate  P.  T.     The  court  was  duly 

«Cf.  p.  86. 

•JFor  Howell  Tatum,  cf.  p.  96;  He  was  attorney  general  for  the  Miro 
District,  Ramsey,  p.  664. 

**Loftus  Heights  was  just  above  the  31st  Parallel  where  Wilkinson  con- 
structed Ft.  Adams  at  a  cost  of  $80,000,  Steiner,  p.  450. 

"Charles  Hyde  of  the  First  Regiment  of  Infantry,  Hammersley,  p.  48. 
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sworn  and  on  the  20th,  October  Lieut.  Percy  Smith  Pope®^  of 
the  corps  of  artilarists  and  engineers  appeared  before  it  for 
trial  upon  the  following  charges  exhibited  against  him  by  Major 
of  Brigade  LovilP^  by  order  of  General  Wilkinson  viz. 

For  neglect  of  duty  in  suffering  Zachariah  Cox  a  state  prisoner 
to  escape  from  the  guard  under  his  immediate  command  on  the 
night  of  the  26th,  September  1798.  [58] 

To  which  Lieut.  Pope  pleaded  not  Guilty. 

Captain  Demler  being  sworn  says  on  the  18th  of  August 
last  between  the  hours  of  twelve  and  one  o'clock  at  night  lieu- 
tenant Gregg  and  ensign  Scott  brought  Zachariah  Cox  to  Fort 
Panmuire  under  my  command,  lieut.  Gregg  shewed  me  his 
orders  for  apprehending  Cox  and  for  committing  him  to  me  to 
be  put  into  confinement — Lieut.  Pope  was  officer  of  the  day 
and  I  directed  him  to  go  and  have  the  Block  house  immediately 
prepared  for  the  reception  of  Cox,  which  was  immediately  done 
and  Cox  confined  in  it. 

My  orders  to  the  officer  of  the  day  respecting  Cox  were  that 
nobody  should  see  him  or  have  any  communications  with  him 
except  the  officer  of  the  day,  who  was  always  to  examine  the 
prisoners  provisions  or  clothes  that  were  sent  to  him  from  Mrs. 
M'Kaibs  previous  to  sending  them  to  the  Block-house  which 
was  always  done  in  presence  of  the  officer  of  the  day — Cox  was 
kept  in  this  manner  about  ten  days,  when  his  health  began  to 
impair  and  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Doctors  applica- 
tion was  made,  and  permission  granted  by  Governor  Sergeant 
to  allow  Cox  to  walk  in  the  Fort  under  the  inspection  of  a  com- 
missioned officer  which  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  was  duly 
and  faithfully  executed  by  the  respective  officers  of  the  day,  or 
in  their  absence  by  me. 

Quest.  1.  by  the  Court;  who  was  officer  of  the  day  when  Cox 
made  his  escape. 

Ans.  Lieutenant  Pope. 

Quest.  2d  where  was  lieutenant  Pope  when  Cox  made  his 
escape. 

Ans.  from  Mr.  Pope's  own  information  and  that  of  lieutenant 
[Joseph]  Campbell,  he  was  in  the  Fort. 

"Cf.  Quarterly,  Vol.  IV,  p.  97. 

"^Lieutenant  John  M.  Lovell  of  the  Artillerists  and  Engineers. 
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Quest.  3d.    In  what  manner  did  Cox  escape. [59] 

Answer  On  the  26th  Mr.  Pope  came  to  the  cols,  to  pay  his 
respects  to  the  General  and  was  there  about  half  an  hour  cis  he 
was  going  away  I  called  him  aside  and  told  him  I  understood  by 
some  officers  that  cox's  settlement  was  broken  up,  and  that 
several  of  his  party  was  coming  down  in  publick  employ  with  the 
fleet — and  begged  him  to  pay  particular  attention  to  Cox  on 
that  day;  Mr.  Pope  promised  to  do  so,  and  went  away,  as  I 
supposed  to  the  Fort — I  remained  and  dined  with  the  General 
at  the  colonels — between  seven  and  eight  O'clock  in  the  even- 
ing lieut.  Campbell  came  to  capt.  Hiths^^  quarters,  and  informed 
me  that  cox  had  made  his  escape,  I  immediately  reported  it  to 
Capt.  Hith,  the  then  senior  officer;  col.  Hamtramck  and  capt. 
Guion  having  gone  with  the  General  to  his  boats — captain  Hith 
immediately  reported  the  circumstance  to  the  colonel. 

Quest.  4th.  Was  Cox  at  large  during  the  night  in  custody 
of  the  officer  of  the  day,  or  was  he  closely  confined. 

Ans.  He  was  closely  confined  in  the  upper  part  of  the  block- 
house, and  not  allowed  the  privilege  of  a  candle — a  trap  door 
separated  him  from  6  or  7  horse  thieves,  who  was  confined 
below. 

Quest.  5th.  at  what  time  was  cox  usually  returned  to  close 
confinement  in  the  block-house. 

Ans.  Generally  between  7  and  8  o'clock,  sometimes  earlier 
and  sometimes  later  in  the  evening,  and  not  suffered  to  go  out 
of  his  sight. 

Ques.  6th.  Had  Cox  any  communication  with  any  one  by 
letter  or  otherwise  during  his  confinement, 

Ans.  Yes,  but  always  in  presence  of  officers — he  wrote  one 
letter  to  governor  Sergeant,  and  another  [60]  to  judge  Bruin  in 
my  presence.  That  for  governor  sergeant  was  given  to  col. 
Hamtramck,  and  that  for  the  judge  was  delivered  by  me  to 
him — I  know  of  no  other,  except  a  small  note  written  to  his 
cousin,  recommending  some  particular  kind  of  medicine,  he 
being  sick. 

6th.  Did  he  ever  receive  any  letter  while  in  confinement,  if 
so,  in  what  manner  &  from  whom. 

"John  Heth  of  the  Third  Regiment  of  Infantry. 
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Ans.  Yes,  he  received  one  from  his  relation  which  was  in 
the  first  instance  sent  to  the  governor,  then  to  col.  Hamtramck, 
and  delivered  to  Cox  by  me;  it  was  read  in  my  presence,  and 
afterwards  returned  by  me  to  the  colonel  (as  I  believe)  he  was 
denied  the  use  of  paper  pen  and  ink  during  his  confinement: — 
I  requested  the  officers  frequently  to  lock  up  their  pens  and  ink 
when  they  went  out,  so  that  he  could  not  use  them. 

Ques.  7th.  From  whom  did  lieut.  Gregg  receive  his  orders 
to  apprehend  and  confine  cox. 

Ans.     From  capt.  Guion,  the  then  commanding  officer. 

Ques.  8th.  When  Cox  was  brought  to  you  to  be  confined 
was  there  any  charge  against  him  in  writing  left  with  you,  or 
any  particular  mode  for  keeping  him  pointed  out  to  you. 

Ans.  No — all  the  orders  I  gave  to  the  officers  under  my 
command  were  descretionary,  and  such  I  believe  were  best  cal- 
culated to  secure  him. 

Quest.  9th.  After  you  had  by  the  Governor  been  permitted 
to  let  Cox  walk  about  in  the  Fort  in  charge  of  a  commissioned 
officer — did  you  ever  receive  any  orders  to  return  him  into  close 
confinement — 

Ans.     no. 

Abstract. 

To  the  proceedings  of  the  court  martial  (which  was  handed 
me  by  lieut.  W.  P.  Smith  at  Nashville)  [61]  to  which  is  the  sig- 
nature of  Charles  Hyde  lieut.  1st  Regiment  of  Infantry  and 
Judge  advocate  by  which  it  appears  lieut.  P.  S.  Pope  was  hon- 
ourably acquitted. 

Destrict  of  Tennessee  December  3d,  1798. 

United  States  1  Warrant,  to  apprehend  said  Cox  for  high 

vs  >     crimes  &  misdemeanors  &  for  his  escape  from 

Zachr.  Cox     J      an  arrest  in  the  Mississippi  Destrict,  Be  it 

remembered    that    the   examination   of   said 

Cox  is  postponed  until  the  22d  day  of  Jan.  '99,  &  that  the  said 

Zachariah  Cox  together  with  Howell  Tatum  &  John  Gordon  his 

securities  have  entered  into  recognizance.  Cox  in  6,000  dollars, 

&  each  of  his  securities  in  the  sum  of  3,000,  conditioned  that  the 

said  Zachariah  Cox  shall  appear  before  me  on  the  day  last  above 

mentioned,  or  at  any  day  previous  upon  having  notice  for  further 

examination. 
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It  is  indorsed  on  the  former  recognizance  thus: 

"On  the  22d.  January  1799,  Zachariah  Cox  appeared;  and 
he  Zachariah  Cox  &  Howel  Tatum  and  John  Gordon  his  secur- 
ities were  again  bound  in  the  sum  mentioned  in  the  within  recog- 
nizance, that  the  said  Zachariah  cox  shall  appear  before  me 
John  M'Nairy  at  my  house  on  or  before  the  25th  of  Feby  next 
and  upon  the  conditions  mentioned  within." 

Witness  Zachariah  Cox        seal] 

John  M'Nairy  Ho.  Tatum  seal] 

A  copy.  John  Gordon  seal] 


This  day  personally  appeared  before  me  John  Smith  T  who 
deposeth  and  sayeth  that  for  seven  or  eight  years  past  he  has 
been  intima:tely  conversant  with  Zachariah  Cox  Esquire,  during 
which  time  [62]  he  has  supported  the  laws  of  his  country  with 
integrity  &  ever  held  himself  ameanable  to  them  in  all  cases, 
and  altho*  illegally  treated,  and  many  imbarrasments  thrown 
in  his  way,  by  the  officers  of  the  Federal  Government,  and  ad- 
vised by  me  to  seek  a  more  favourable  climate  until  the  present 
persecution;  he  appeared  determined  to  weather  out  the  storm 
of  illegal  opposition,  in  pursuit  of  a  just  and  legal  interprise, 
with  hopes  that  with  the  accomplishment  of  it,  every  ill  founded 
prejudice  would  cease  to  exist,  in  proof  to  his  fellow  citizens  of 
his  atta[c]hment  to  them  and  his  country  to  which  his  interest 
linked.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief  Mr.  Cox  did 
not  contemplate  a  settlement  at  the  Muscle  Shoals  without  the 
approbation  of  Government,  as  has  been  falsely  represented — 
Nor  do  I  know  of,  or  believe  Mr.  Cox  ever  to  have  corresponded, 
or  was  conversant  with  Government  or  any  of  the  citizens  of 
France,  or  any  other  Power  or  citizens  inimical  to  this  govern- 
ment, as  has  been  erroneously  reported  and  industriously  cir- 
culated— Mr.  Cox's  object  in  coming  into  the  western  country 
was  a  commercial  establishment  on  principles  since  published 
by  him.  The  lower  trading  port  of  the  Muscle  Shoals,  was  his 
object  if  the  approbation  of  government  could  be  obtained;  if 
not  his  second  object  was  on  the  Ohio  below  the  mouth  of  Cum- 
berland, above  the  Indian  boundary,  which  last  mentioned  spot 
at  considerable  expence — I  explored  and  improved  for  Mr. 
Cox  in  the  year  1796. 
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For  a  commercial  establishment,  which  was  to  my  knowl- 
edge contemplated  as  early  as  that  date,  and  further  sayeth  not. 

January  28th,  1799.  signed    Jno.  Smith  T. 

sworn  to  before  me  January  28th,  1799. 

John  M'Nairy. 

A  true  copy.     [63] 

I  arrived  at  Smithland  about  the  8th  of  April,  1798;  when 
I  first  became  acquainted  with  Mr.  Zachariah  Cox — shortly 
after  my  arrival,  there  was  a  party  of  riotous  and  bad  char- 
acters collected  in  Smithland,  who  abused  sundry  good  citizens 
&  travellers;  no  civil  officer  being  at  or  near  the  place — the 
orderly  citizens  collected  and  formed  themselves  into  a  society, 
for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  town  clear  of  those  vagabonds 
and  disorderly  men,  and  by  election  appointed  a  committee  for 
that  purpose,  and  to  arbitrate  and  determine  controversies  be- 
tween the  citizens,  who  might  see  cause  to  abide  thereby;  by 
which  means  the  town  was  soon  cleared  of  all  infamous  and 
riotous  characters,  &  the  greatest  harmony  &  friendship  existed 
among  the  citizens,  &  the  strictest  attention  observed  to  stran- 
gers, particularly  federal  and  all  civil  officers.  The  citizens  used 
weekly  on  Saturday  evenings  to  associate  and  muster  for  their 
own  improvement,  &  to  be  prepared  for  defence,  in  case  of  an 
attack  from  the  savages,  which  for  sometime  we  had  rezison  to 
apprehend — in  such  cases  they  generally  nominated  some  men 
to  act  as  temporary  officers.  Sometime  in  the  month  of  June, 
a  man  by  the  name  of  Medad  Mitchel,  without  authority  (as  I 
understood)  made  an  attempt  to  organize  the  militia — Zachariah 
Cox  being  informed  of  the  circumstance  forbid  the  measure — 
observing  that  he  (Mitchel)  nor  no  other  person  there,  was  vested 
with  that  authority.  Mr.  Mitchel  measurably  persisting  in  his 
attempt,  and  frequently  in  all  companies  speaking  disrespectful 
of  government,  and  the  officers  of  it,  Z  Cox  told  Mitchel  that  he 
was  wrong,  and  ordered  him  to  leave  the  settlement  in  conse-^ 
quence  of  his  improper  conduct — observing  that  such  conduct 
would  be  injurious  to  the  settlement  [64]  and  settlers — Mitchel 
was  afterwards  restored  to  his  citizenship,  on  promise  that  he 
would  in  future  observe  a  proper  conduct ;  and  on  making  sundry 
acknowledgements  to  the  citizens.  About  the  last  of  June, 
col.  Shelby  was  solicited  by  Z.  Cox  and  the  other  citizens,  to 
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organize   the   militia   of   Smithland   agreeable   to   the   laws   of 
Kentucky. 

On  the  4th  of  July,  col.  Shelby  made  a  visit  to  Smithland, 
appointed  an  election  of  officers  which  was  effected,  and  the 
militia  organized  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  the  state.  On  the 
15th  of  July,  Z.  Cox  in  company  with  sundry  other  citizens  of 
Smithland,  set  out  down  the  river  Ohio,  with  a  view  (as  I  under- 
stood) of  exploring  the  country  west  of  the  river  Mississippi — 
the  company  being  stopped  from  passing  Massac  by  the  federal 
military;  col.  Shelby  was  wrote  on  the  subject,  who  came  to 
Smithland  in  person,  with  J.  Ramsey  Esq.  and  together  with 
Maj  Gist,  in  company  with  sundry  other  citizens  went  to  Mas- 
sac, and  obtained  leave  for  Z  Cox  with  his  barge  and  crews  to 
pass,  which  was  effected  as  well  by  col.  Shelby's  approbation 
as  by  that  of  the  officer  of  Massac;  sundry  others  of  the  company 
at  the  same  time  passed  the  south  east  side  of  Ohio  by  land, 
under  the  authority  of  col.  Shelby  and  the  civil  authority  of 
the  county  of  Christian,  who  joined  their  respective  boats  and 
crews  some  distance  below  Massac,  from  whence  the  company 
all  proceeded  on  to  New  Madrid — but  they  not  being  able  to 
procure  a  permit  from  the  Spanish  officer  of  that  post,  to  ex- 
plore the  country  west  of  the  Mississippi,  all  returned  except 
Z.  Cox  &  13  others  who  with  myself  descended  the  Mississippi 
in  Cox's  barge;  on  our  arrival  at  Natchez,  there  was  a  current 
report  among  the  citizens  of  that  place,  that  the  military  troops 
intended  to  seize  [65]  Z.  Cox  and  co.  we  continued  at  Natchez 
from  the  11th  until  the  18th  inst.  on  which  night  I  was  informed 
Z.  Cox  was  seized  in  his  bed  by  the  military  troops,  and  closely 
confined — his  friends  all  made  application  to  see  him,  or  to 
know  the  charges  against  him,  they  were  denied  either.  Z.  Cox 
at  length  found  means  to  make  his  escape  from  military  op- 
pression; I  passed  with  him  to  New  Orleans;  I  continued  in 
Z.  Cox's  company  until  his  arrival  at  Nashville;  during  which 
time  I  was  intimately  conversant  with  his  negociations  and 
transactions — generally  saw,  and  copied  many  of  his  correspond- 
ing letters,  no  part  of  which  was  to  my  knowledge  derogatory  to 
the  interest  or  laws  of  his  country,  but  in  all  cases  he  has  pro- 
fessed the  greatest  love  for  his  country  and  respect  for  the  laws 
of  it — ^which  he  has  as  far  as  comes  to  my  knowledge  supported 
with  integrity  and  held  himself  ameanable  to.  Some  distance 
above  Orleans  we  met  a  report  that  Z.  Cox,  with  a  body  of  men 

87 


was  coming  down  the  river,  to  plunder  and  harass  the  Spanish 
settlers,  and  the  Spanish  settlers  appeared  much  alarmed.  On 
our  arrival  at  Orleans,  the  citizens  told  me  that  Gen.  Wilkinson 
had  wrote  the  Spanish  government  that  Cox,  at  the  head  of  a 
large  number  of  brigands,  was  on  the  way  to  plunder  the  Spanish 
subjects;  in  consequence  of  which,  the  Spanish  government 
had  issued  orders  for  the  militia  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness 
— soon  after  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Z.  Cox  at  New  Orleans,  the  cit- 
izens were  reconciled  that  Wilkinsons  information  was  false: 
we  were  treated  politely  by  the  citizens  of  Orleans,  and  the  gov- 
ernment— from  whence  we  departed  for  the  United  States  by 
way  of  the  Mobile;  on  our  arrival  at  Mobile,  I  was  informed 
that  a  mail  by  the  name  of  Welch,  who  [66]  lives  in  the  Mobile 
settlements,  had  in  possession  a  rifle  gun,  that  was  stole. from 
Z.  Cox  by  a  Robert  Cledsdale  in  the  time  of  his  confinement  at 
Natchez;  the  said  Cledsdale  being  persuaded  by  Welch,  de- 
parted from  Natchez  (as  I  was  informed)  in  company  with  him. 
Sometime  previous  to  their  departure,  said  Welch  was  looking 
at  the  guns  that  belonged  to  the  men  who  descended  the  river 
with  Z.  Cox,  and  at  the  same  time  observed  that  Cledsdale's 
was  the  handsomest  he  had  ever  seen;  Mr.  Church  and  myself 
informed  him  that  Cledsdale  had  no  gun,  but  the  gun  he  alluded 
to  was  the  property  of  Mr.  Z.  Cox.  The  said  Welch  as  I  was  in- 
formed, acted  as  an  agent  for  Gov.  Sergeant. 

(A  copy)  Signed — ^Amos  Edwards. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  this 
1st  day  of  February,  1799. 
John  M'Nairy. 


About  the  20th  day  of  April  A.  D.  1798,  I  arrived  at  the  town 
of  Smithland  on  the  Ohio  river,  when  I  first  became  acquainted 
with  col.  Z.  Cox,  to  whom  I  had  sundry  letters  of  introduction, 
being  also  interrested  in  the  Tennessee  purchase  in  a  small 
degree,  I  made  enquiries  of  col.  Cox,  with  respect  to  that  busi- 
ness, and  what  were  his  prospects  respecting  forming  a  settle- 
ment at  the  Muscle  Shoals;  col.  Cox  told  me  that  sundry  appli- 
cations made  by  himself,  was  then  before  the  President  of  the 
U.  S.  soliciting  leave  to  extinguish  the  Indian  claim  on  a  part 
of  the  Tennessee  purchase,  &  to  settle  the  same,  the  fate  of  said 
application  was  not  yet  known  but  he  was  in  hopes  that  at  the 
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present  treaty  to  be  held  with  the  Cherokee  Indians,  the  Presi- 
dent would  grant  his  petition,  provided  the  Indians  could  be 
reconciled  to  the  measure.  I  asked  col.  Cox  the  [67]  encourage- 
ment given  to  settlers  at  Smithland,  he  sold  me  one  lot  in  town 
— &  on  the  citizen  improving  the  same,  and  Hving  there  12 
months,  they  should  each  be  entitled  to  a  bounty  of  1,001  acres 
of  land  in  the  Tennessee  purchase,  in  the  tract  of  country  set 
apart  for  emigrants,  provided  the  said  citizen  should  settle 
upon,  or  cause  the  same  to  be  settled  upon  and  improved  the 
ensuing  season  after  a  settlement  could  be  effected  consistent 
with  the  approbation  of  Government;  being  at  that  time  in  no 
business,  I  joined  with  col.  Cox,  to  become  one  of  the  settlers 
at  Smithland:  &  by  my  own  request  I  received  a  permit  from 
col.  Cox,  to  bring  forward  25  emigrants,  on  the  conditions 
above  stated;  I  never  heard  col.  say,  or  intimate  any  thing  like 
forcing  a  settlement  at  the  Muscle  Shoals,  but  to  the  contrary, 
that  the  measure  could  nor  would  not  be  attempted,  until  the 
approbation  of  Government  was  first  obtained;  &  that  if  it  was 
not  the  policy  of  government  to  admit  the  measure  at  that  time, 
it  would  come  in  some  future  day,  the  property  would  then  be 
good,  in  the  mean  while  a  lot  in  Smithland  would  reward  the 
emigrants,  as  they  could  then  employ  themselves  to  advantage 
during  the  year,  which  would  give  a  spring  to  the  town,  which 
was  supposed  would  be  a  good  commercial  stand,  for  which  pur- 
pose, I  understood  col.  Cox  intended  to  settle  at  sld.  [Smith- 
land]  himself  until  such  time,  as  a  settlement  of  the  M.  Shoals, 
could  be  carried  into  effect,  by  consent  of  Government.  The 
encouragement  proposed  by  col.  Cox  in  a  short  time  drew  a 
considerable  number  of  emigrants  to  Smithland,  I  carried  my- 
self, about  30  men  of  good  characters,  all  of  whom  received 
their  lot  promised — ,  and  most  of  them  improved  the  same. 
The  orderly  citizens  previous  to  my  last  arrival  at  Sld.  had  [68] 
formed  themselves  into  an  association,  and  chosen  a  committee 
for  the  purpose  of  keeping  out  of  town  riotous  and  bad  char- 
acters, and  settling  controversies  between  such  of  the  citizens 
as  might  think  proper  to  abide  thereby — sundry  riotous  and  in- 
famous characters  was  expelled  from  the  town,  by  which  means 
the  orderly  citizens  enjoyed  the  most  perfect  peace  and  harmony. 
The  citizens  used  on  Saturday  evenings  to  associate  and  muster 
for  their  own  improvement,  as  well  as  to  be  prepared  for  defence 
in  case  of  an  attack  from  the  Indians,  which  for  some  time  we 
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had  reason  to  apprehend.  Some  time  in  the  month  of  June,  a 
man  by  the  name  of  Medad  Mitchel  made  an  attempt  to  or- 
ganize the  miHtia,  and  solicited  me  to  join  him  for  that  purpose 
— I  understood  said  Mitchell  that  he  was  to  stand  as  Maj.  of 
a  battalion — he  (Mitchel)  in  a  remote  part  of  the  town,  had  a 
number  of  citizens  collected  for  that  purpose,  and  was  in  the 
execution  of  the  object — I  not  being  acquainted  with  the  motives, 
went  to  col.  Cox  and  informed  him  of  the  circumstance,  at 
which  col.  Cox  appeared  much  irritated,  observing  that  Mitchel 
certainly  had  a  design  to  destroy  the  peace  and  reputation  of 
all  the  citizens.  The  col.  sent  me  requesting  Mitchel  to  desist 
in  his  pursuit,  and  to  come  to  him,  which  he  Mitchel  did. 

col.  Z.  Cox  abused  Mitchel  very  much  for  his  conduct,  told 
him  the  impropriety  of  such  a  measure,  and  the  improper  use 
that  might  be  made  of  it,  &  ordered  Mitchel  in  consequence 
thereof  to  leave  the  ground,  for  the  above  conduct,  and  his 
abuse  of  Government  and  the  officers  of  it — which  he  Mitchel 
repeatedly  exercised  in  all  companies  and  places,  although  fre- 
quently checked  by  Z.  Cox,  in  [69]  my  presence — said  Mitchel 
was  again  restored  to  citizenship  on  making  sundry  acknowl- 
edgments to  the  citizens,  and  pledging  himself  most  solemnly 
that  he  would  observe  a  proper  conduct  in  future.  The  latter 
end  of  June  col.  Z.  Cox  and  sundry  other  citizens  of  Smithland, 
sent  a  messenger  to  col.  Shelby,  requesting  him  to  come  to  Smith- 
land,  and  organize  the  militia,  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  Kentucky: 
col.  Shelby  made  us  a  visit  the  4th  of  July,  called  a  general 
muster,  and  I  believe  legally  organized  as  many  as  five  com- 
panies, amongst  the  number  myself  was  one — and  from  col. 
Shelby  I  received  a  certificate  to  stand  at  the  head  of  one  com- 
pany as  capt.  The  regulations  of  the  town  and  settlements 
being  now  legally  and  well  organized;  col.  Cox  made  a  procla- 
mation of  his  intended  route  to  New  Orleans  for  commercial 
objects  (as  I  understood)  and  that  he  intended  on  his  route  to 
spend  the  summer  and  fore  part  of  the  fall  in  exploring  the 
country  West  of  the  river  Mississippi,  provided  the  approbation 
of  the  Spanish  government  could  be  obtained.  Provisions  being 
rather  scarce  at  Smithland,  a  number  of  citizens  expressed  a 
desire  to  accompany  col.  Cox,  and  accordingly  prepared  for  the 
route — I  being  among  the  number,  on  our  descent  of  the  river 
Ohio;  the  federal  troops  forbid  Z.  Cox  and  company  passing 
the  garrison:  col.  Cox  and  several  of  the  officers  of  Kentucky 
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organized  in  col.  Shelby's  regiment,  wrote  him,  soliciting  his 
advice;  col.  Shelby  in  company  with  J.  Ramsey  Esq.  made  us 
a  visit — they  went  to  Massac  in  company  with  Major  Gist  and 
sundry  other  citizens,  and  obtained  leave  for  col.  Cox  with  his 
barge,  the  boats  and  thirty  odd  men  to  pass,  col.  Cox  accordingly 
passed  Massac  with  the  boats;  all  the  rest  of  the  company 
passed  by  land  on  the  East  side  of  Ohio,  through  Christian 
county  [70]  by  col.  Shelby's  order  and  request — they  joined  col. 
Cox  some  short  distance  below  Massac — we  proceeded  on  to 
New  Madrid;  col.  Cox  waited  on  the  Spanish  officer  of  that 
place,  who  treated  the  company  very  politely.  The  Spanish 
commander  at  New  Madrid  not  being  authorized  to  admit  Z. 
Cox  and  company  to  explore  the  country  West  of  the  river 
Mississippi  (as  I  was  informed)  the  company  all  returned  except 
col.  Cox  and  13  others,  who  descended  the  river  Mississippi: 
myself  being  one  of  the  company  who  returned  to  Smithland; 
on  our  arrival  at  Massac,  we  fell  in  company  with  •General 
Wilkinson,  by  whose  orders  we  were  arbitrarily  disarmed — our 
trunks  and  saddle-bags  searched,  one  of  which  was  cut  open, 
the  owner  not  being  present: 

They  also  broke  open  sundry  sealed  letters,  &  our  goods  and 
property  was  shamefully  abused,  our  pockets  picked  by  military 
power — my  certificate  as  captain,  received  from  col.  Shelby  was 
taken  out  of  my  pocket,  by  Lieut.  W.  P.  Smith,  with  military 
force  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet. 

I  demanded  the  paper  afterwards  which  was  denied  and 
never  returned  to  me,  we  being  at  length  liberated — returned 
to  Smithland.  During  the  time  of  my  acquaintance  with  Z. 
Cox  I  never  knew  him  speak,  or  suggest  anything  inimical 
to  Government,  but  in  all  cases  he  has  professed  the  highest 
love  for  his  country,  and  respect  for  the  laws  of  it,  which  he  has 
as  far  as  comes  to  my  knowledge  supported  with  integrity,  and 
ever  held  himself  ameanable  to. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  this  signed     Wm.  Cumpton.^® 

1st  day  of  February,  1799 

John  M'Nairy.  (A  copy) 

(To  be  continued.) 

'«Cf.  note  34. 
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[PLAN  OF  OPERATIONS.!] 

Whereas  the  State  of  Georgia,  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of 
January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety  five,  DID  Gove  and  Grant  unto  Zachariah  Cox  and 
Matthias  Maher,  and  their  associates,  called  the  TENNESSEE 
COMPANY,  their  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  in  fee  simple,  as 
tenants  in  common,  and  not  as  joint  tennants  all  that  TRACT 
of  PARCEL  of  LAND,  including  islands,  situate,  lying  and  being 
within  the  following  boundaries,  that  is  to  say  BEGINNING 
at  the  mouth  of  Bear  Creek,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Tennessee 
river;  thence  up  the  said  creek  to  the  most  southern  source 
thereof;  thence  a  due  south  course  to  the  latitude  of  thirty-four 
degrees  and  ten  minutes  north  of  the  Equator;  thence  a  due 
east  Course,  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles;  thence  a  due  north 
course  to  the  Great  Tennessee  river;  thence  up  the  middle  of 
the  said  river  to  the  northern  boundary  line  of  this  state;  thence 
a  due  west  course  along  the  said  line,  to  where  it  intersects  the 
Great  Tennessee  river,  below  the  Muscle  Shoals;  thence  up  said 
river  to  the  place  of  beginning — together  with  all  and  singular 
rights,  members  and  appertenances  whatsoever  to  the  said 
parcel  of  land,  being,  belonging,  or  in  any  wise  appertaining  to 
hold  to  them  the  said  Zachariah  Cox  and  Matthias  and  their 
associates,  called  the  Tennessee  Company,  their  heirs  and 
assigns  forever,  in  fee  simple,  as  tenants  in  common,  and  not  as 
joint  tennants,  as  in  and  by  the  siad  recited  grant. 

THE  SAID  ZACHARIAH  COX,  IN  BEHALF  OF  HIM- 
SELF AND  MATTHIAS  MAHER  BEING  anxious  to  fecili- 
ate  permanent  settlements  within  the  limits  of  the  said  pur- 
chase, and  to  secure  the  approbation  of  the  Natives  to  the 
measure,  DO,  for  that  purpose,  indend  legally  to  pass  down  the 
river  Tennessee,  explore  the  same,  and  ascertain  certain  points 
that  may  be  convenient  for  commercial  stands,  and  a  friendly 
intercourse  with  the  Chickasaw  nation  of  Indians,  as  the  more 

^The  name  is  suggested  by  Cox's  letter  to  Sevier.    Cf.  p.  98. 
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easy  and  pleasant  mode  of  securing  from  them,  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  United  States,  a  relinquishment  of  their  right  of 
soil  to  the  said  Tennessee  purchase.  The  two  points  mostly 
contemplated  for  commercial  posts  at  present  are;  One  at  the 
lower  trading  post  of  the  Muscles  Shoals  at  the  mouth  of  Oak- 
ochappo  river,  on  the  circle  of  land  ceded  to  the  United  States 
by  the  Chickasaw  nation  of  Indians,  at  the  treaty  of  Hopewell. ^ 
The  other  on  the  Ohio  river,  above  the  line  described  between 
the  frontiers  and  Indians,  at  the  distance  of  about  six  miles 
above  the  mouth  of  the  river  Tennessee — for  the  former,  an 
application  now  lies  before  the  President  of  the  United  States; 
and  if  deemed  policy  to  grant,  will  be  the  most  desirable  spot, 
the  consent  of  the  Chickasaws  being  already  obtained;  other- 
wise the  latter  will  be  made  to  answer  the  purpose  contemplated 
as  above.  And  although  not  immediately  in  the  company's 
purchase,  it  will  be  a  proper  stand  for  extensive  commerce — 
the  rendezvous  of  emigrants  down  the  river  Ohio — and  friendly 
intercourse  with  the  Indians,  by  which  means  the  settlement  of 
the  purchase  in  a  short  time  will  be  more  easily  effected,  to  the 
entire  satisfaction  of  the  natives  under  the  authority  of  govern- 
ment.—  To  protect  the  company  from  savage  hostilities  on 
their  rout  down  the  river  Tennessee,  and  at  the  trading  post, 
wherever  established,  a  number  of  men  will  be  wanting;  For 
their  accommodations  and  encouragement  of  emigrants,  the 
grantees  of  the  said  purchase  have  thought  proper  to  set  apart 
the  following  tract  of  country,  (within  the  limits  of  their  pur- 
chase) viz.  BEGINNING  on  the  south  side  of  the  Tennessee 
river,  below  the  Muscle  Shoals,  opposite  the  upper  end  of  Long 
Island  and  the  mouth  of  White  Bluff  creek,  running  thence 
DUE  SOUTH  three  thousand  five  hundred  chains;  thence  due 
EAST  two  thousand  chains;  thence  DUE  NORTH  to  the  Main 
Tennessee  river;  thence  down  the  said  river  to  the  place  of  be- 
ginning,  estimated   to   include   about   five   hundred    and   fifty 

^Oakochappo  River  was  also  known  as  Bear  Creek.  The  Treaty  of 
Hopewell  with  the  Cherokees  was  signed  November  28,  1785,  but  was  un- 
popular in  Tennessee,  for  many  who  had  settled  in  the  region  as  the  result 
of  previous  agreements  found  themselves  by  this  treaty  on  Indian  ground. 
The  federal  government  aimed  to  conciliate  the  Indians  and  bring  protection 
to  the  settlers,  but  accomplished  neither  purpose.  Cf.  Phelan,  p.  39.  In 
connection  with  Cox's  proposals  the  maps  in  Winsor's  Westward  Movement, 
pp.  522,  545,  are  of  interest. 

93 


thousand  (550,000)  acres,  excluding  Islands,  to  be  laid  off  into 
three  divisions,  in  manner  following,  that  is  to  say: — 

DIVISION  NO  One — Beginning  on  the  south  side  of  the 
river  Tennessee,  at  the  mouth  of  Ockochappo,  which  fall  into 
the  said  river  Tennessee,  at  the  lower  end  of  the  Muscles  Shoals, 
running  thence  down  the  said  river  Tennessee  one  hundred 
chains;  thence  due  south  two  hundred  chains;  thence  due  south 
[east]  two  hundred  chains;  thence  due  north  to  the  said  river 
Tennessee;  thence  down  the  same  to  the  place  of  beginning, 
estimated  to  include  five  thousand  acres  of  land,  wherein  shall 
be  laid  out  a  town,  by  the  name  of  OCKOCHAPPO,  to  contain 
three  thousand  lots,  of  one  acre  each. 

DIVISION  No.  TWO— Is  bounded  as  follows;  Beginning 
on  the  south  side  of  the  river  Tennessee,  at  the  second  course 
of  division  No.  ONE;  thence  down  said  river  two  hundred 
chains;  thence  due  south  three  hundred  and  twenty-five  chains; 
thence  due  east  seven  hundred  chains;  thence  due  north  to  the 
Tennessee  river;  thence  down  the  river  Tennessee  to  the  east 
boundary  of  division  No.  One;  thence  around  the  said  division 
to  the  place  of  beginning,  estimated  to  include  about  thirty 
thousand  acres,  to  be  laid  off  into  600  lots,  of  fifty  acres  each, 
All  the  remaining  tract  of  country,  set  apart  for  emigrants,  as 
aforesaid  to  be  the  Third  Division,  and  laid  off  into  lots  which 
shall  contain  two  hundred,  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres 
each. —  To  each  able  bodied  man,  of  good  character,  who  shall 
attend  me  on  the  present  expedition  down  the  river  Tennessee, 
and  continue  in  the  company's  employ,  the  term  of  twelve 
months,  for  the  purpose  herein  before  mentioned,  I  will  allow  a 
bounty  of  One  thousand  acres  of  land  in  the  aforesaid  tract  of 
country,  set  apart  for  emigrants,  to  be  granted  and  given  in 
manner  following,  that  is  to  say: 

In  Division  No.  One,  town  of  Ockochappo,  one, 
one  acre  lot. 

In  Division  No.  Two,  a  lot  of  fifty  acres,  50  acres 

In  Division  No.  Three,  three  tracts  of  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  acres  each,  750  acres 

And  one  tract  of  two  hundred  acres  in  said  di- 
vision. No.  Three,  200  acres 


Bounty  to  each  man,  exclusive  of  the  lot  in  town,  1000  acres 
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It  is  to  be  understood,  that  the  men  and  emigrants  shall 
continue  with  the  company  twelve  months;  and  during  the  said 
term  find  themselves  in  good  provision,  clothing,  and  a  gun, 
with  a  sufficient  ammunition  for  their  own  private  use — I  will 
secure  them  BOATS  for  conveyance  of  themselves  and  pro- 
visions, and  find  ammunition  for  defence. 

Immediately  the  men  arrives  at  the  destined  place  of  settle- 
ment they  shall  receive  a  Deed  of  Conveyance  for  the  one, 
one  acre  lot;  the  fifty  acre  lot,  and  the  two  hundred  acre  lot — 
For  the  balance  say,  three  lots  of  250  acres  each,  they  shall 
receive  Deeds  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  twelve  months; — 
A  preference  of  choice  to  be  given  by  impartial  lottery.  [The 
following  is  written  or  added  to  the  above  in  red  ink  in  long 
hand— R.  T.  Q.  Jr.] 

It  is  hereby  expressly  understood  that  no  survey  or  settle- 
ment on  the  aforesaid  Lands  shall  take  place  until  the  appor- 
bation  of  Congress  is  had  to  the  measure. 

Is  hereby  fully  authorized  to  raise  a 

company  of    men  on  the  conditions  and  terms 

above  Menitoned  to  pass  with  me  down  the  river  Tennessee.  I 
do  promise  and  oblige  myself  to  make  or  cause  to  be  made  emi- 
grant of  their  Heirs  titles  in  fee  simple  for  the  quantity  of  land 
above  stipulated. 

Given  under  my  hand  this day 

of A.  D. 

Signed    Z.  C.  Grantee  V.  C.  [Vice  Company] 
[True  Copy] 

II. 

JAMES  ROBERTSON  TO  JOHN  SEVIER. 

Nashville  April  15th  1797 

Sir 
inClosed  you  have  letter  from  the  Chickasaws  the  Barrers 
which  are  five  Chickasaws,  inform  me  that  Woolfs  Friend 
desired  I  might  open  your  excellencys  letter,  as  the  Barrer  had 
a  virbel  message  to  me,  to  let  your  excellency  know  the  In- 
croachment,  on  their  land  was  meant,  Mr  Cox  and  Co: — as 
they  ware  informed  preparations,  were  makeing  at  Knoxville, 
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to  Take  settelors  to  the  Bent  of  Tennessee,  and  to  informe  you 
that  should  Mr  Cox,  or  any  other  person,  make  Attempt  to 
Settel  thare  that  the  Chickasaw  nation,  will  a  meadiately  strike 
them  as  they  have  given  him  notis,  not  to  do  it,  and  thay  wish 
your  excellency  to  give  him  such  notise  and  that  Mr  Cox  is  to 
have  no  dependence  on  a  few  Chickasaws  granting  him  permi- 
tion,  for  such  permision  is  not  By  the  consent  of  the  Chickasaw 
Nation  and  Sir  it  is  my  opinion  if  Mr  Cox  should  make  such 
attempts,  that  Blood  will  Be  Emeadiately,  shed,  and  perhaps 
Cause  an  Indian  War  no  [on]  the  united  States,  I  hope  Mr  Cox 
good  sence  will  dictate  to  him  that  this  is  a  very  unfavourable 
time,  and  that  a  few  years  may  turn  up  much  more  in  his  favour — 
my  Brother  Elijah  Robertson,  departed  this  life  yesterday,  he 
has  had  a  sever  attact  of  the  Jandies,  on  that  exses  of  drinking, 
sperits.  As  we  are  now  with  out  a  Judge  and  it  is  with  in  your 
province,  to  appoint  one.  Major  Howel  Tatom^  has  informed 
me,  he  will  serve  till  next  Assembley,  if  your  excellencey  should 
think  proper  to  give  him  such  Commission.  I  shall  still  Expect 
and  hope  to  see  you  at  May  Cort —  I  am  your  Excellencys 
very  Humble  Servant  Jas  Robertson 

Governer  Sevier 

III. 

JOHN  SEVIER  TO  ZACHARIAH  COX. 

Zachariah  Cox  Esquire.  Knoxville  20  August  1797 

Sir, 

Since  your  arrival  in  this  State  various  reports  are  in  Circu- 
lation respecting  an  intended  expedition  you  are  about  to 
make.* 

It  appears  to  be  a  matter  of  importance  to  this  Government, 
(Through  part  of  which  I  am  informed  you  intend  your  route) 
to  become  acquainted  and  informed  of  your  intentions  and  place 
of  destination ; 

I  flatter  myself  you  will  have  no  objections  to  communicate, 
and  lay  before  the  executive  of  this  State  the  plan  of  your  in- 

^See  p.  81.     He  received  the  appointment.     Cf.  Ramsey,  p.  689. 

*Cf.  p.  51,  based  on  reports  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  A  number  of 
transfers  of  land  were  made  by  Cox  during  this  year.  Cf.  Am.  State  Paps. 
Public  Lands,  Vol.  II,  p.  211,  et  seq. 
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tended  opperations  and  movements,  at  what  place  you  intend 
making  a  stand  or  settlement  and  by  what  authorith  you  execute 
the  same. —  You  will  not  consider  this  application  as  arising 
from  any  doubt  in  me,  that  your  equipments  or  opperations 
are  intended  to  be  inimical,  to  this,  or  the  United  States,  I  con- 
ceive it  a  duty  I  owe  the  public,  and  the  State  over  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  preside,  to  become  acquainted  with  a  circum- 
stance, which  appears  pregnant,  with  importante  consequences 
and  events;  of  which  I  hope  you  will  have  no  objections. 
I  have  the  Honor  etc 

JOHN  SEVIER 
Zachariah  Cox  esqr 

[Letter  Book  of  John  Sevier.] 


IV. 

ZACHARIAH  COX  TO  JOHN  SEVIER. 

Jonesborough,  State  of  Tennessee 
John  Sevier  Esqr.  August  the  31st,  1797. 

SIR 
Yours  of  the  20th  instant  lies  now  before  me. —  As  no  doubt 
before  this  you  have  been  made  acquainted  with  the  circum- 
stances of  a  purchase  made  from  the  State  of  Georgia  by  Mat- 
thias Maher  and  myself,  including  the  lands  lying  on  both  sides 
of  the  river  Tennessee;  I  conceive  it  unnecessary  to  trouble  you 
with  a  detail  of  that  measure. —  Being  desirous  to  explore  that 
Country  as  far  as  may  be  practicable  consistant  with  the  laws 
of  my  Country,  I  have  at  considerable  expence  prepared  for  the 
rout. —  The  objects  I  have  in  view  are,  to  assertain  the  situa- 
tion of  the  country,  quality  of  soil,  and  most  convenient  points 
for  commercial  establishments;  that  may  lead  to  general  com- 
merce with  the  citizens  of  this  western  Country;  and  frendly 
intercourse  with  those  Natives  who  calin  [claim]  the  tract  of 
country  purchased  as  aforesaid. —  The  two  points  now  in  con- 
templation are,  one  at  the  lower  trading  Port  of  the  Muscle 
Shoals,  on  the  circle  of  Land  ceeded  to  the  United  States  by  the 
Chickasaw  Nation  of  Indians  at  the  Treaty  of  Hopewell;  the 
other  on  the  Ohio  river  above  the  line,  described  between  the 
Indians  and  frontiers,  at  the  distance  of  about  six  miles  above 
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the  mouth  of  the  river  Tennessee.  For  the  former  an  applica- 
tion now  lies  before  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  if 
Granted  will  be  the  most  desirable  spot  the  consent  of  the 
Chickasaws  being  already  obtained;  otherwise  the  latter  will  be 
my  place  of  destination;  under  the  authority  of  migrating  to 
lands,  Granted  by  the  State  of  Virginia  now  in  Kentucky. 

Addressing  Myself  to  you  Sir  who  have  been  much  conversent 
with  the  genius  of  the  Indians;  I  entertain  no  doubt  you  will 
see  the  necessity  of  my  going  down  the  river  Tennessee,  prepared 
to  resist  Hostilities;  My  conduct  and  of  those  I  take  along  with 
me  shall  to  the  natives  be  unoffensieve;  and  my  arms,  accept 
my  assurance,  shall  only  be  employed  defensively. — 

The  impossibility  of  conveying  means  of  support,  except  by 
water  has  rendered  it  necessary  that  the  equipments  should  be 
made  within  the  limits  of  this  State,  over  which  you  Preside, 
and  anxious  as  I  am  to  avoid  every  thing  that  might  justly 
excite  the  jealoucy  of  the  general;  of  give  offence  to  the  State 
Government,  I  take  the  liberty  of  soliciting  your  permission  to 
pass  through  your  State  for  the  accompleshment  of  an  object 
that  I  flatter  Myself  will  always  tend  to  promote  the  interest  of 
this  Country. 

The  Plan  of  my  intended  opperations,  more  fully  defened, 
you  will  receive  inclosed,  having  wrote  you  some  few  weeks 
previous  to  leaving  Georgia,  touching  the  outlines  of  the  same; 
and  not  receiving  from  the  President  an  answer  to  my  applica- 
tion; I  hope  will  be  a  sufficient  appUogy  for  my  not  having  laid 
them  before  you  sooner. 

With  the  highest  sence  of  respect, 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 
Your  most  obedient  and 
very  Humble  Servant 
ZACHARIAH  COX. 

N.  B.  To  those  of  my  fellow  Citizens  who  are  desirous — 
interested  with  me ;  I  have  issued  permissions  of  which  you  have 
inclosed  a  true  copy. — One  stock  of  Merchandize  already 
made  up  for  the  commerceal  establishemnt  ammounts  to  above 
thirty  five  thousand  Dollars  and  from  the  encouragement  my 
plan  has  met  with,  I  hope  to  be  able  to  pass  down  the  river  with 
a  stock  of  fifty  Thousand  Dollars  and  men  sufficient,  in  a  short 
time  to  raise  a  village  of  perfect  security.     If  successful  I  shall 
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soon  be  supplied  with  a  much  larger  sum  from  my  correspond- 
ants  abroad.  Please  to  write  me  your  opinion  on  the  subject, 
be  expected  as  I  shall  feel  myself  bound  to  act  up  to  such  in- 
structions as  you  in  your  superior  Judgement  shall  see  cause 
to  give.  I  have  the  honor  to  be  etc, 

ZACH  COX.'^ 
[From  the  original.] 


JOHN  SEVIER  TO  ZACHARIAH  COX. 

Zachariah  Cox  esquire  Knoxville  25  November  1797. 

SIR 
Your  favor  of  yesterday  is  now  before  me,  wherein  you  give 
information  that  you  are  desirous  of  having  a  meeting  of  the 
Tennessee  adventurers  at  this  place,  in  order  to  explain  and  reg- 
ulate the  objects  contemplated  by  the  company;  You  are  to 
solicit  my  Approbation  of  the  Measure,  And  Say  you  will  con- 
duct the  whole  business  in  the  presence  of  one  or  two  Magis- 
trates, permit  me  to  inform  you,  Sir  that  on  the  conditions 
you  have  proposed,  I  have  no  objections  to  the  measure;  on 
proviso,  your  conduct  shall  not  be  inimical  to  this  State,  or  the 
United  States.  I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir 

Your  obedt.,  Servt 

JOHN  SEVIER. 

[From  the  original  rough  draft  by  Sevier.] 

VI. 

JOHN  SEVIER  TO  JOHN  McNAIRY. 

Knoxville  8  December  1797 
Sir 

The  enclosed  is  a  copy  of  an  instrument  of  Writing^  given 
by  a  certain  Tucker  to  one  Vance,  it  is  said  the  former  is  one  of 
Zachariah  Cox's  party. 

*o  Ramsey  (p.  691)  states  that  no  answer  to  Sevier's  letter  appears  in  his 
Executive  Journal. 

^Possibly  a  copy  of  the  authorization  given  at  the  close  of  the  "  Plan  of 
Operations."     Cf.  pp.  55,  95. 
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This  writing  was  Lodged  with  me  by  Colonel  Butler^  re- 
questing that  inquiry  be  made  into  the  propriety  of  intering 
into  such  engagements. 

I  therefore  take  the  Hberty  of  laying  it  before  the  Judge  of 
the  district,  in  order  to  have  his  opinion  and  advice  on  the  same. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  sir 

With  high  Esteem  &  respect 

Your  Honor's  mo  Obedt  Servt. 

JOHN  SEVIER. 
Honorable  Judge  McNairy. 

VII. 

JOHN  SEVIER  TO  MEMBERS  OF  CONGRESS. 

g.  Knoxville  22  January  1798. 

I  discover  in  the  Secretaries  report/  he  effects  to  have  ap- 
prehendid  great  danger  from  a  party  being  about  to  settle  at 
or  Near  the  Muscel  Shoals,  intimating  that  the  executive  was 
possessed  of  information  on  that  head,  which  menaced  the 
United  States  in  An  extensive  Indian  War — I  make  no  doubt 
you  are  fully  apprized  that  the  Executive,  early  after  the  Ar- 
rival of  Zachariah  Cox  in  this  State,  applied  to  him  to  be  informed 
where  he  intended  Making  a  Stand,  and  by  what  Authority  he 
conceived  himself  Authorized  to  take  such  Measures  as  he  was 
then  about  to  pursue — his  Answer  was  laid  before  the  Assembly 
which  appeared  to  be  Satisfactory,  and  that  he  did  not  intend 
violating  the  laws  of  his  country,  and  was  ready  to  give  sufficient 
Security  for  a  regular  conduct,  should  it  be  required.  I  presume 
whatever  May  be  reported,  it  is  well  to  all  those  who  have  had 
any  knowledge  of  Mr  Cox's  conduct,  that  it  has  been  his  Uni- 
form declaration  that  he  had  no  wish  or  desire,  to  transgress  the 
laws  of  the  Union,  nor  of  any  particular  State.  And  that  he 
should  not  proceed  until  Authorized  by  the  laws  of  his  country — 
Another  great  discovery  has  been  made,  or  pretended,  that  is, 
Chisolm^   had   enlisted   one   thousand   men   to   rendezvous   at 

"See  p.  102. 

'The  report  of  James  McHenry,  the  Secretary  of  War. 

^Documents  relating  to  Blount's  Conspiracy  and  the  part  taken  therein 
by  John  D.  Chisholm  are  published  in  the  American  Historical  Review,  Vol. 
X,  p.  574  et  seq. 
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Knoxville,  in  order  to  Attack  the  Floridas;  As  you  are  Ac- 
quainted and  satisfied  how  Uttle  Credit  the  report  deserves,  I 
shall  not  trouble  you  farther  than  to  observe,  that  if  the  British 
had  not  More  friends  in  Philadelphia,  than  they  have  in  Ten- 
nessee, our  commerce,  and  Tranquility  as  a  Nation,  would  not 
be  Menaced  in  the  Daring  &  insulting  manner,  that  is  daily 
experianced : — 

The  Act  for  regulating  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  indian 
tribes,  and  for  preserving  peace  on  the  frontiers,  will  expire  some 
time  in  May,  excepting  Congress  adjourn  before  that  period, 
if  so,  Not  until  the  end  of  the  next  session.  I  hope  this  infamous 
Act  will  not  be  received,  [renewed?]  it  has  given  more  umbridge 
to  the  people  of  this  State,  than  any  Act  ever  passed  since  the 
independence  of  America,  And  there  has  went  more  hunters 
over  the  line  this  year,  I  believe  toen  to  one,  than  at  any  former 
period,  and  should  the  Act  continue  in  force  another  year,  the 
poor  indians  in  my  opinion  will  scarcely  have  a  bear,  or  a  dear 
left. 

It  is  my  opinion  the  peltry  received  the  present  year  at 
Tellico  factory,  would  scarcely  defray  the  expences  of  five 
Waggons  from  this  to  Philadelphia,®  the  frontier  people,  except 
a  very  few  patiently  wait  with  daily  expectation  of  hearing 
some  favorable  news.  I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great 

Esteem — your  obedt.  servt. 

JOHN  SEVIER. 

The  secretary  will  please  to  make  out  three  copies. 
Copy  of  letter  to  members  of  Congress. 
[Copied  from  the  original  rough  draft  cis  written  by  John  Sevier.] 

VIII. 

JOHN  SEVIER  TO  JOSEPH  ANDERSON. 

^    e-  Knoxville  28  March  1798. 

Dr.  Sir 

Yours  of  the  20  Jany  Ultimo,  with  a  letter  enclosed  to  Zach- 
ariah  Cox,  I  was  honored  with  on  the  20th  inst. 

I  am  truly  sensible  of  the  efforts  you  and  your  colleagues 
have  made  in  behalf  of  our  Suffering  friends  lately  removed 

•For  the  probable  expenses  of  this  cf .  p.  40. 
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from  off  their  farms,  I  hope  they  will  soon  obtain  leave  to  re- 
turn—  Watts  is  here  on  a  visit,  and  seems  friendly  disposed 
as  to  the  treaty —  I  am  proud  to  hear  the  president  seems  to 
interest  himself  in  favor  of  the  people,  and  feels  for  their  suffer- 
ings; and  in  case  he  should  use  his  influance  to  make  &  have 
the  Tennessee  the  line  it  will  for  ever  endear  him  to  the  people 
of  this  Country. 

I  have  nothing  now,  [new]  or  worth  communicating.     The 
Indians  appear  pecific  in  the  extreme —    I  will  be  more  full  in 
My  next —    Mr  Cox's  letter  I  will  have  safely  delivered. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

With  the  highest  sentiments  of  esteem 
Your  mo.  obdt.,  Servt. 

Honorable  JOHN  SEVIER. 

M.  Anderson.^o 

IX. 
JOHN  SEVIER  TO  JAMES  McHENRY. 

Knoxville  18th  Sept  1798. 
Sir 

Your  favor  of  23  March,  with  two  inclosed  copies  of  letters 
to  Butler  &  Dinsmore,"  came  to  hand  only  on  the  15th  instant, 
had  the  letter  come  forward  in  time,  I  should  have  done  myself 
the  honor  of  replying  in  due  season, —  It  is  long  since  well 
known,  that  the  Executive  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  have 
taken  measures  to  be  informed  of  the  intended  movements  of 
Zachariah  Cox,  and  could  not  discover,  any  intention  of  Settling 
at  the  Muscle  Shoals,  unless  permitted  by  Government.  And 
it  is  scarcely  supposable  that  Cox  could  be  ignorant  enough  to 
hazard  such  an  entorprize  on  any  other  principle.  I  expected 
it  had  been  sufficient  after  announcing  to  Colo.  Butler,  that 
Cox  nor  his  adherants  would  not  be  countenanced  in  making 

i°There  is  a  possibility  that  the  "M"  simply  represents  "Mr.,"  and  that 
this  is  Joseph  Anderson.  For  a  letter  of  protest  by  Senator  Cocke  against 
the  removal  of  settlers  from  the  Indian  lands  during  the  preceding  October 
of.  Steiner,  p.  268. 

^^Silas  Dinsmore  the  Indian  agent  to  the  Choctaws.  Cf.  Miss.  Ter*l 
Archives,  Vol.  I,  p.  459.  He  had  little  faith  that  Sevier  would  carry  out 
the  Indian  policy  of  the  federal  government.    Cf.  Steiner,  p.  262. 

102 


any  such  Settlement,  unless  permitted  by  the  General  Gov- 
ernment. 

It  is  a  fact  that  an  Application  was  made  for  permission  to 
pass  down  the  rivers  with  Coxe's  large  Boat  (or  Vessel)  Not- 
withstanding I  was  well  evinced  they  had  no  intention  to  make 
any  stand  until  arrived  within  the  State  of  Kentucky,  near  the 
mouth  of  Cumberland  to  a  place  they  were  authorized  to  settle, 
yet,  the  permission  was  refused,  lest  some  alarm  might  be  created 
on  the  emberkation  of  the  Boat.^^ 

It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  say,  it  is  impossible  any  opinion 
can  be  harbored,  that  my  official  conduct  would  in  any  measure 
countenance  a  thing  that  would  so  Materially  effect,  and  Menace, 
the  Measures  of  the  General  Government,  who  may  be  assured, 
I  shall  at  all  times,  be  watchfull  of  her  interests,  honor,  and 
safety. 

With  great  respect  I  have  the  honor  to  be 
Sir 

James  McHenry  esqr  Your  most  obedient  servant 

Secty  of  the  War  JOHN  SEVIER 

Department 

[From  the  Original.] 


X. 

DEPOSITION  OF  ROBERT  PRIOR." 

Personally  appeared  before  me  Charles  Hyde  Lieutenant  in 
the  First  Regiment  of  the  Army  of  the  UNITED  STATES, 
and  Judge  advocate  Pro  tempore,  Robert  Prior,  of  full  age,  who 
deposeth  and  sayeth.  That  on  or  about  the  9th  of  July  1798. 
He  engaged  Himself  as  a  Carpenter  in  the  Service  of  Zachariah 
Cox  at  a  place  Called  Smith-Land  on  the  ohio  below  the  mouth 
of  Cumberland  River,  for  the  Sum  of  Eighteen  Dollars  per 
month  with  the  promise  that  if  He  would  work  on  a  Vessel 
Called  the  floating  Battery — he  Cox  would  give  him  one  Dollar 

i2Cf.  pp.  52,  76,  114. 

^^It  was  upon  the  deposition  of  Prior  and  that  of  Wickliff  which  follows, 
that  Governor  Sargent  based  his  unsuccessful  request  for  Cox's  extradition. 
These  depositions  strongly  attacking  Cox  should  be  compared  with  those  in 
his  favor  (pp.  85-91.    Cf.  Miss.  Ter'l  Archives,  Vol.  I,  pp.  101-105,  167. 
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per  day  until  she  was  finished —  In  building  this  Vessel  the 
upper  Timbers  proved  too  weighty  for  her  and  she  Sunk,  Cox 
endeavoured  to  get  her  up  but  in  vain —  He  then  Collected 
about  one  hundred  and  Sixty  Armed  men  of  his  party,  and  ren- 
dezvous'd  about  Six  Miles  below  Smith-Land,  those  men  were 
then  drawn  up  on  the  Bank  of  the  River  ohio,  and  addressed 
by  Captain  Hancock  who  was  a  Member  of  a  Council  formed 
by  Z.  Cox  at  that  time — the  particulars  of  the  address — I  do 
not  now  reccollect,  but  the  substance  was  as  I  remember,  respect- 
ing a  Settlement  Z.  Cox  intended  to  make  in  the  Spanish  Country 
on  White  River  where  he  siad  he  intended  to  build  Several 
Block  houses,  after  Hancock  had  finished.  Major  Gist  proposed 
an  oath  or  affirmation,  in  Substance  as  near  as  I  can  recollect  as 
follows —  "To  Support  Z.  Cox  in  all  his  conduct  relative  to 
making  a  Settlement  in  the  Spanish  Country,  and  to  Keep 
Secret  all  and  every  part  of  his  conduct  or  Schemes"  Major 
Gist  then  drew  up  the  party  on  a  Hill,  examined  the  Arms,  and 
Shewed  them  a  Sign  which  Z.  Cox's  men  might  be  known,  which 
was  by  Shaking  hands  in  a  particular  manner,  Z.  Cox  then  went 
from  right  to  left  of  the  line  with  Flints,  and  Supplied  the  whole 
with  good  flints,  and  directed  the  men  to  get  their  guns  in  good 
order  &  not  to  fire  thier  pieces — while  this  party  was  preparing 
at  Smith-Land  to  Descend  the  Ohio,  I  enquired  of  Captain 
Mariton  Clark  in  whose  Company  I  had  engaged,  where  we 
were  going,  and  what  we  were  to  do, —  He  replied  to  me  He 
could  not  tell,  for  that  on  asking  Colonel  Cox  the  same  Question, 
He  answered  Clark,  if  the  Shirt  on  my  back,  knew  my  thoughts 
I  would  take  it  off  and  burn  it. —  Z.  Cox  then  dispatched 
Major  Gist,  and  Colonel  Shelby,  to  Fort  Massac  to  get  leave  of 
the  Commandant  to  pass  down  the  River  by  the  garrison, — 
They  returned  and  informed  Z.  Cox  they  could  not  get  leave, 
Colo.  Shelby  then  gave  Z.  Cox  a  passport  Cox  then  Spoke  as 
Follows,  well  Boys  by  God  we  will  go  by.  Damn  the  Ordnance 
of  the  garrison  of  Fort  Massac,  if  they  fire  on  us,  and  hurt  one 
of  my  men,  there  Shall  not  be  a  red  patch  on  this  Side  of  the 
Mountain  in  Six  Months  (meaning  the  Continental  troops)  but 
a  number  of  the  men  refused  to  go  being  apprehensive  they 
would  be  killed  of  wounded,  then  another  Council  was  held — 
the  result  of  which  was  a  Second  application  to  the  Commandant 
of  Fort  Massac  for  permission  for  Eleven  men  to  go  down  the 
River  which  was  granted,  and  when  they  embarked  they  had 
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a  number  of  guns  in  a  Box  in  the  Boat  that  was  not  discovered 
by  the  officer  of  the  day  at  Massac,  The  Balance  of  the  party 
marched  by  Land  on  the  South  Side  of  the  ohio,  about  three 
Miles  from  the  River  and  Joined  the  Boat  about  two  miles 
below  Fort  Massac,  during  this  march  I  was  a  Spy  with  Some 
others,  to  guard  the  march  of  the  party,  our  duty  was  to  Spy 
the  movements  of  the  Federal  Troops,  and  to  give  notice  if 
they  attempted  to  prevent  the  march  when  the  party  reached 
the  Boat  we  all  embarked  and  proceeded  down  the  Ohio  & 
Mississippi  to  new  Madrid  a  Spanish  Post —  There  Cox  had 
Several  Days  Conference  with  the  Spanish  officer,  after  which 
he  proceeded  down  the  River  with  a  Barge  &  men  for  his  Crew, 
and  the  rest  of  the  party  returned  to  the  Ohio  River — when  we 
reached  the  Chickasaw  Bluffs"  Cox  halted  at  the  Spanish  post 
and  sent  Captain  W.  Cox  and  Some  men  of  whom  I  was  one  to 
the  american  Fort  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  River,  W.  Cox 
Shew[ed]  Colonel  Shelby's  pass  to  the  Commandant —  The 
Commandant  enquired  what  he  was  Loaded  with,  his  reply  was 
merchandise  Such  as  Saddles  and  Bridles,  on  which  I  was  allowed 
to  pass,  Z.  Cox  did  not  visit  the  Garrison  but  remained  on  the 
Spanish  Side  one  night  and  part  of  two  days,  where  he  Supplied 
himself  and  Party  with  provision.  Cox,  then  proceeded  on  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Yazoo  River  where  he  Stopped  half  a  Day  for 
the  purpose  of  passing  the  Garrison  of  the  Walnut-Hills  in  the 
Night —  He  (Cox)  for  this  purpose  ordered  his  men  to  get 
their  arms  in  good  order  &  if  they  were  hailed  in  passing  the 
Fort  not  to  Answer,  but  if  they  were  fired  on  from  the  Garrison 
to  return  the  fire.  In  passing  the  garrison  Several  of  the  party 
Stood  by  their  arms,  and  I  in  getteing  up  from  Sleep  to  get  my 
gun  made  some  nois,  for  which  I  was  threatened  by  the  Captain 
W.  Cox  of  [and?]  Edwards,^**  Z.  Coxes  Secretary,  to  be  thrown 
overboard,  if  I  did  not  desist,  when  we  had  passed  the  Fort  I  re- 
ceived a  Severe  lecture  from  the  Colo,  for  the  noise  I  had  made, 
we  reach  Natchez  on  of  about  the  Sixth  of  August  1798.  and 
Cox  ordered  his  party  not  to  go  near  the  Federal  Garrison, 
about  nine  days  after  Cox  arrived,  Lieutenant  [-Colonel]  Butler 
Cane  down  the  River  to  Natchez,  when  Z.  Cox  heard  of  it,  he 
said  that  he  should  be  made  prisoner,  the  ensuing  night  which 
was  the  Case.    I  heard  Z.  Cox  enquire  of  X.  [W.?]  Cox  if  He  was 

"The  site  of  modern  Memphis. 
"Probably  Amos  Edwards.     Cf.  pp.  86-88. 

105 


to  raise  a  party  to  force  a  Settlement  on  his  land  in  Tennessee, 
which  the  United  States  had  heretofore  prevented  if  he  would 
go  and  X.  Cox  answered  in  the  affirmative. 

Mississippi  Territory. 

Robert  Prior  about  22  years  of  Age,  and  Citizen  of  the 
United  States  presented  himself  before  me  Daniel  Clark"  one 
of  the  Conservators  of  the  Peace  for  the  Territory  aforesaid, — 
praying  to  be  allow'd  to  swear  to  the  precedeing  deposition  which 
he  had  made  some  time  ago  before  Lieut  Charles  Hyde  as  afore- 
said occasionally  Judge  Advocate  of  the  Western  Army  under 
the  Command  of  His  Excellency  General  James  Wilkinson, 
which  I  have  agreed  to,  and  the  said  Robert  Prior  has  accord- 
ingly on  the  Holly  Evangelist  of  Almighty  God  deposed  and 
said,  that  the  foregoing  Deposition  is  Strictly  true  in  Word  & 
Substance,  And  that  he  is  not  influenced  by  fear  favor  or  affec- 
tion, by  Hatred  Malace  of  ill  Will,  or  the  Hope  of  Reward  in 
swearing  to  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  aforesaid  Deposition, 

ROBERT  PRIOR. 
Sworn  before  me  the  12th  Day 
of  January  1799  With  my 
Hand  &  Seal 
Daniel  Clark 
Conserealor  [vator]  of  the  Peace. 

[Manuscript  Copy.] 

XI. 

DEPOSITION  OF  MARTIN  H.  WICKLIFF." 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  at  Fort  Massac  on  the 
ninth  of  August  1798. —  Martin  H.  Wickliff  formerly  an  In- 
habitant of  Washington  County  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  now 

^•A  wealthy  citizen  of  the  Natchez  District  who  took  a  leading  position 
in  the  disturbances  that  marked  the  transfer  of  the  region  from  Spanish  to 
American  sovereignty.  He  was  the  first  to  introduce  the  cotton  gin  in  to  the 
district.  He  was  uncle  to  the  Daniel  Clark  of  New  Orleans.  Cf.  Miss.  Ter'l 
Archives, yol  I,  pp.  80,  101. 

"It  is  evidently  upon  Wickliff's  deposition  that  Wilkinson  founds  his 
charge  against  Cox  of  "creating  tribunals  ...  to  inflict  punishments 
unknown  to  the  nation."  Cf.  Wilkinson  to  Sargent,  August  2,  1798,  Am. 
State  Paps.  Misc.,  I,  pp.  358,  359. 
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resident  at  Massac,  who  being  duly  Sworn  deposeth,  and  sayeth, 
that  on  the  fourth  day  of  June  last  I  was  at  Smithland,  known 
by  the  name  of  Cox's  Settlement,  with  a  Boat  and  Crew,  en- 
gaged for  a  Voyage  up  the  Cumberland  river  to  Nashville — 
Just  as  I  was  ready  to  start,  one  of  my  men  refused  to  go  with 
me,  and  called  for  a  Settlement,  I  refused  to  pay  him  until  he 
had  fulfilled  his  Contract  with  me — he  then  threatned  to  strike 
me"  "upon  which  I  picked  up  a  knife  in  my  own  defence,  and  told 
the  man  I  would"  "use  it  upon  him,  if  he  struck  me.  Major 
Gist  who  was  setting  by,  called  upon  some  person  to  call  the 
Serjeant  of  the  Guard,  and  to  put  those  men  under  Guard, 
meaning  my  Boatman,  and  myself — Serjt  Patterson  immedi- 
ately appeared  with  five  men,  armed  with  Rifles,  and  said  to 
me  it  was  Major  Gist's  orders  that  I  should  be  confined,  I  told 
him  I  would  not  go  to  the  Guard  House,  unless  I  was  carried 
there  dead,  they  then  took  the  other  man  John  Merrifield,  and 
carried  him  to  the  Guard  house.  Soon  After  Patterson  Appeared 
again  with  an  Armed  party  &  told  the  Deponent,  Major  Gist's 
orders  must  be  executed, — ^in  Which  he  was  backed  by  some  of 
his  party,  I  still  refused  going  to  the  Guard  house,  (as  they 
Called  it)  and  stepped  off^  with  an  intention  to  go  to  Colonel 
Cox's,  when  one  of  the  party  cocked  his  Gun,  on  which  I  stopped 
as  some  person  standing  by,  &  known  to  me,  advised  me  to 
Stand  still,  and  Patterson  informed  me,  he  would  not  take  me 
to  the  Guard  house,  I  on  this  remained  in  their  Custody  some 
time,  when  word  was  brought  that  Major  Gist  wanted  to  see 
me  under  a  Shade,  a  Small  distance  off —  I  was  then  marched 
to  the  shade,  by  Sergeant  Patterson  &  the  Guard,  but  Major 
Gist  was  not  there, —  The  man  who  threatened  me  was  then 
in  Custody.  Patterson  then  desired  me  to  remain  &  said  I 
should  soon  be  released —  In  a  few  minutes  after  some  man 
came,  and  told  Patterson  it  was  Major  Gist's  desire  the  Prisoners 
should  be  released,  &  that  he  would  be  glad  to  see  them  to  take 
a  drink  of  Grog  at  any  time —  I  was  with  the  other  prisoner 
accordingly  released,  and  immediately  sent  off  my  Boat — 
The  man  who  was  engaged,  being  sobered,  embarked  and  per- 
formed his  duty —  I  followed  this  Boat  with  another  Craft, 
and  reached  the  Mouth  of  Cumberland  River  late  in  the  even- 
ing, this  is  about  three  miles  above  Smithland — about  Eight 
O'clock  in  the  Evening  Captain  William  Cox  came  up  to  us, 
with  a  party  of  Armed  Men,  and  took  a  man  of  my  Boat  Crew 
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Prisoner,  who  had  been  engaged  by  John  Logan,  to  go  in  my 
Boat  to  Nashville — my  Crew  made  objections  to  his  being 
carried  back — and  the  use  of  Arms  was  offered  by  Captain 
Cox,  if  they  attempted  to  rescue  him, —  He  was  accordingly 
put  on  Board  of  the  Boat  in  which  Cox  had  come  up,  and  was 
carried  back  to  the  Settlement. —  The  next  morning  this  man 
returned  back  to  the  Mouth  of  Cumberland,  and  informed  me 
that  he  had  been  carried  back  to  the  Settlement  on  the  Ten- 
nessee by  Captain  Cox,  and  the  reason  why  he  was  carried  back, 
was  his  not  asking  a  furlough,  or  leave  of  Absence  of  Captain 
Cox, —  Then  I  dispatched  my  Boat  up  the  Cumberland  &  re- 
turned to  Smithland —  In  the  course  of  the  afternoon  I  was 
questioned  by  some  persons  as  to  what  I  intended  to  do — and 
I  answered  I  would  endeavour  to  get  Satisfaction  by  the  Civil 
Law,  and  if  it  could  not  be  had  that  way,  I  would  represent  it 
to  Colonel  Hamtramck  the  Commanding  Officer  at  Fort  Massac 
— ^Soon  after  this,  and  after  night,  a  person  called  Captain 
Washburn,  with  a  Sword  by  his  side,  come  into  the  room  where 
I  was,  and  in  presence  of  Thomas  Wilson  informed  me,  he 
wished  to  speak  to  me,  I  accordingly  stepped  out  with  him, 
soon  after  which  he  took  me  by  the  hand,  and  said  to  me,  my 
friend  you  are  a  prisoner —  On  which  I  looked  about  and  ob- 
served a  Number  of  Armed  Men  about  me, —  I  asked  him 
what  I  was  confined  for?  He  said  it  was  the  order  of  Major 
Gist,  and  told  me  I  must  go  to  the  Guard  house,  I  replied  I 
would  not  go  to  the  Guard  house — But  wished  to  see  Major 
Gist, — upon  this  they  took  me  under  Guard  to  Major  Gist, 
I  asked  him  what  I  had  done?  He  replied  I  will  hear  you  to- 
morrow.—  I  still  refused  going  to  the  Guard  house.  He  then 
said  it  is  for  your  threats —  It  began  to  drizzle,  and  Washburn 
and  his  party  told  me  I  had  better  go  into  the  Guard  house 
out  of  the  rain —  I  persisted  in  not  going,  and  told  them  I  was 
able  to  pay  for  a  room,  and  they  had  no  right  to  Confine  me — 
After  this  Washburn  steped  up  to  Gist,  and  said  to  him,  what 
shall  I  do  with  this  prisoner?  Gist  replied — Captain  you  know 
your  orders —  Washburn  then  came  near  me,  and  stood  on 
the  Ground —  I  told  him  I  would  not  go  to  the  Guard  alive, 
and  that  he  might  run  his  Sword  through  me —  Gist  at  this 
time  had  gone  off — but  soon  returned,  Washburn  again  ap- 
plied to  him,  &  told  him  the  Deponent  would  not  go  alive  to 
the  Guard-house —     On  which  Gist  again  Said  to  Washburn 
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you  know  your  orders —  Washburn  again  returned  to  me, 
and  some  Conversation  ensued,  and  I  was  urged  to  go  to  the 
Guard  house,  which  I  refused —  I  was  at  this  time  about 
twenty  Steps  from  Colonel  Cox's  quarters,  and  soon  after  the 
Colonel  called  me  by  my  name,  and  said  he  wanted  to  speak 
with  me, —  I  accordingly  went  with  the  Guard;  who  accom- 
panied me  to  the  door,  and  went  into  his  room, —  The  Colonel 
then  addressed  me.  What  is  the  matter  W.  Wickliff?  I  told 
him  Major  Gist  had  ordered  me  under  Guard  yesterday,  and 
again  this  evening —  He  replied  I  understood  the  reason  why 
he  ordered  you  under  Guard  Yesterday  was,  because  you  drew 
a  knife  on  a  man, —  I  answered  him  that  I  did,  because  the 
man  was  in  liquor  &  threatened  to  strike  me  He  replied,  did 
you  not  know  the  laws  of  Smithland  was  particular  against  that — 
I  answered  him  I  did  not  know  the  Laws  of  Smithland,  but  I 
know  the  laws  of  Kentucky,  were  not  against  a  mans  defending 
himself —  I  told  him  I  did  not  think  Smithland  had  any  right 
to  make  laws —  His  answer  was,  every  man  has  a  right  to  make 
laws  of  his  own  house,  and  that  the  houses  there  were  his — 
I  replied  that  Major  Gist  had  no  Authority  to  act  as  he  had 
done,  and  he  answered,  the  Major  had  Authority  from  the 
Governor  of  Kentucky —  I  said  I  did  not  believe  the  Governor 
of  Kentucky  had  even  [ever?]  Authorized  one  man  to  put  an- 
other under  Guard,  as  the  Major  had  done  me —  He  then  ob- 
served. You  have  also  made  use  of  threats  against  Major  Gist, 
for  putting  you  under  Guard. —  I  asked  him  who  had  informed 
him?  He  told  me  that  two  of  three  men  had  made  Oath  of  it. — 
I  asked  what  were  the  Threats,  he  replied  I  had  threatened  him 
with  the  Civil  Law,  and  also  with  the  Federal  Officers —  I 
answered  that  I  did  not  know  that  I  had  threatened  him  with 
the  Federal  Officers,  but  believed  I  had  said,  I  would  inform 
Colonel  Hamtranck  of  my  Treatment,  He  replied,  "By  God 
we  are  not  to  be  threatened  with  the  Federal  Officers" —  I 
told  him  I  conceived  I  had  been  treated  very  ill,  by  Major 
Gist,  for  that  he  knew  my  father  &  family, —  He  answered  he 
believed  I  was  of  a  good  family.  But  if  General  Goerge  Wash- 
ington had  been  there,  and  behaved  in  the  same  manner  as  I 
had  done,  he  would  have  been  put  in  Confinement, —  He 
afterward  said  he  was  sorry  for  the  Affair,  and  hoped  I  would 
not  be  guilty  of  such  Conduct  again —  He  then  stepped  out  of 
the  Cabbin,  and  said  Captain  Washburn  withdraw  your  Guard, 
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and  I  was  left  at  Liberty. —  On  the  Twenty-first  day  of  July 
I  was  attending  to  my  private  Bussiness  at  Smithland,  which 
was  to  collect  debts  due  me  from  the  inhabitants  of  that  place, 
and  some  of  them  were  with  Colonel  Zachariah  Cox,  about  four 
Miles  below  Smithland —  I  started  down  to  the  place  where 
they  were  encamped,  in  the  Indian  Country  on  the  South  East 
side  of  the  Ohio —  I  made  my  business  known  to  those  who 
were  indebted  to  me.  The  person  I  most  wished  to  see,  I  learnt 
was  at  Fort  Massac. —  In  this  Camp  Colonel  Cox  had  about 
eighty  men  with  him,  well  Armed  and  accommodated  with  a 
Sufficient  Number  of  Boats  to  transport  them  down  the  Mis- 
sissippi, were  some  of  the  party  informed  me  they  were  going. — 
It  appeared  by  their  conversation,  that  they  intended  to  force 
a  passage  by  Fort  Massac — in  Case  of  objections  by  the  Com- 
manding Officer  of  that  Post,  to  their  peaceable  passage — 
They  appeared  to  be  suspicious  that  I  would  inform  the  Com- 
manding Officer  of  Massac  of  their  Situation  and  intentions — 
I  then  mentioned  my  intentions  to  go  to  Massac  that  envening 
Several  of  them  invited  me  to  stay  a  few  houers,  as  they  were 
going  to  Force  a  passage  by  Fort  Massac  down  the  River — 
I  concluded  it  would  be  best  for  me  to  stay  and  see  the  Battle, 
for  I  expected  there  would  be  one,  if  they  attempted  to  force 
their  way  by  the  Fort:  and  told  them  so  at  that  time.  I  remained 
with  them  all  that  night — early  next  morning  I  embarked  with 
Colonel  Cox  &  his  party,  &  came  down  as  far  as  the  Mouth  of 
the  Tennessee  River,  when  Cox  ordered  a  Halt,  and  the  whole 
party  went  on  Shore  with  their  Arms, —  He  &  the  officers  had 
a  Council,  &  I  expected  about  something  of  importance.  A 
few  Minutes  afterwards  Orders  were  given  to  all  such  as  would 
go  by  land  to  fall  in,  &  parade  in  order —  After  these  men 
paraded,  Colonel  Cox  came  to  me,  and  said,  all  the  men  on  the 
Ground  had  taken  an  Oath,  &  that  I  must  also — &  he  ordered 
a  man  to  administer  the  following  Oath  to  me —  "You  are  not 
to  speak  of  what  you  see  passing  at  this  time,  nor  at  this  pake, 
directly  or  indirectly — ^So  help  me  God." 

Immediately  after  this,  about  thirty  five  in  number  embarked 
and  descended  the  River  about  Six  Miles,  when  we  again  landed. 
— In  a  short  time  after,  we  saw  a  Barge  with  one  or  two  Federal 
Officers  coming  up  from  the  Fort, —  Colonel  Cox  instantly 
desired  me  to  walk  with  him —  We  walked  but  a  small  distance 
back  from  the  river  before  we  came  to  the  party  of  about  fifty 
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Armed  Men,  who  had  marched  down  from  the  Mouth  of  Ten- 
nessee by  land —  This  party  of  Fifty  men  were  at  this  time,  in 
a  Valley,  quite  out  of  Sight  from  the  river —  Cox  said  to  me, 
Stay  here  a  few  minutes  and  I  will  be  back. —  He  then  went 
towards  the  Boats —  After  he  had  been  gone  some  time,  I 
mentioned  to  Lieutenant  Scott  (of  that  party)  it  was  growing 
late  in  the  day  and  I  would  wish  to  leave  them,  and  go  over  to 
Fort  Massac —  He  said  I  could  not  go  until  Colonel  Cox  re- 
turned, as  he  had  something  particular  with  me —  After  this 
Cox  came  forward  and  said  he  had  liberty  to  pass  by  the  Garri- 
son of  Massac —  I  instantly  made  application  to  him,  to  Cross 
me  over  the  river —  He  said  he  would  not  for  four  Thousand 
Dollars —  I  urged  again, —  He  said  he  would  be  Damned  if 
he  would,  and  left  me  at  this  place,  about  three  Miles  above 
Fort  Massac,  on  the  Kentucky  Side  of  the  Ohio  in  the  Indian 
Country —  Cox  then  ordered  his  party  by  land  to  move  down 
through  the  Indian  Country,  within  about  half  a  mile  of  the 
River —  He  ordered  them  in  Case  of  any  firing  to  come  immedi- 
ately to  the  river.  The  party  then  Started  down  the  river — 
Cox  went  to  the  Boats  and  descended  the  river  from  that  place — 
and  left  me  there — after  all  had  gone,  I  made  my  way  down  the 
River  to  where  the  Gaily  lay,  called  to  Lieutenant  Smith,  and 
he  gave  leave  for  me  to  Cross  the  Ohio  in  the  Gallys  Boat,  to 
the  Fort,  and  I  informed  the  Commanding  Officer  of  Massac, 
of  what  had  happened  within  my  View  &  Knowledge. — 

M  RTIN  H.  WICKLIFF. 

The  above  named  Deponent  after  being  duly  cautioned  and 
Sworn,  subscribed,  and  declared  the  foregoing  deposition  to  be 
the  truth  Before  me  at  Massac  on  the  Ninth  day  of  August 
1798.—  Charles  Hyde  Judge  Advs  P.  T. 

[Manuscript  Copy.] 
I 

XII. 
THOMAS  BUTLER  TO  JOHN  SEVIER. 

Bull  [Bell]  Canton  March  11th.  1799— ^^^ 

I  have  the  honor  of  announcing  to  your  Excellency,  the  re- 
ceipt of  a  letter  of  instruction,  from  the  Hon  ble.  Winthrop 

"o  Cf.  Ramsey,  p.  690. 

Ill 


Serjt  [Sargent]  Governor  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  under  the 
date  of  the  15th  Jany.  1799:^^  wherein  I  am  informed,  that  he 
has  written  to  your  Excellency,  demanding  that  Mr  Zachariah 
Cox,  be  delivered  to  such  agent,  as  I  may  direct  to  receive  him, 
in  order,  that  he  may  be  conducted  to  said  Territory  for  trial — 
However  disagreeable  such  duty  may  be,  yet  it  is  proper  for 
me  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  your  directions  shall  be  duly 
attended  to,  and  a  person  directed  to  receive  Mr  Cox,  should 
you  so  direct,  of  which  you  will  please  advise  me — 

I  am  Sir,  with  respect,  your 
Humb.  Servt 

Thos.  Butler  Lt  Col 
His  Excellency 
John  Sevier 

Governor  of  Tennessee 

[Original  manuscript.] 

xni. 

JOHN  McNAIRY  TO  JOHN  SEVIER. 

Nashville  22nd  of  April  1799. 
Sir. 

On  the  18th  Instant  I  received  your's  of  the  25th  Ult.,  on 
the  subject  of  Zachariah  Cox's  escape  from  the  Natchez.  It  is 
unfortunate  that  I  did  not  receive  more  early  notice  of  the 
demand  made  by  the  Governor  of  the  Mississippi  Territory. 
Cox  was  bound  and  rebound  waiting  information  from  that 
Government,  and  would  have  been  continued  under  Recogni- 
zance only  that  I  dispaired  of  getting  information. 

The  Judicial  and  Executive  Officers  of  that  Government  are 
responsable  for  their  own  official  Acts,  I  do  not  therefore  think 
it  is  encumbent  on  us  to  enquire  into  the  nature  of  the  Offences 
with  which  Cox  may  stand  charged  there. 

If  your  Excellency  should  think  proper  to  grant  the  demand, 
and  give  me  early  notice,  it  may  be  in  my  power  still  to  deliver 
Cox  to  your  order.      However  I  shall  immediatly  take  measures 

^^Miss.  Ter'l  Archives,  I.  p.  103. 
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for  that  purpose,  and  shall  expect  to  hear  from  you  the  earliest 
Opportunity.^^ 

I  am  very  respectfully 
Sir 

Your  Obedient  servt 
His  Excellency  John  McNairy. 

John  Sevier 

[Original  Manuscript.] 


XIV. 

THOMAS  SWAINE  TO  MESSRS.  SMITH  &  FINLEY.^o 
(Torrence  Papers  Box  22,  No.  41) 

Knoxville  (State  of  Tennessee)  April  11,  1798. 


We  remain  in  this  country  much  in  the  same  Situation  as 
when  Chandler  last  wrote  but  are  daily  troubled  in  driving  off 
the  refractory  frontier  men  from  the  land  ceded  to  the  Indians. 

i^Evidently  Cox  had  been  released  following  the  testimony  given  in  his 

favor  on   pp.   85-91.     His  future   movements  are   uncertain.    

J.  F.  H.  Claiborne,  the  Mississippi  historian,  states  that  Cox  was  forced  by 
Sargent  to  exile  himself  in  the  Spanish  dominions.  But  in  November,  1803, 
he  petitioned  Congress  for  damages  because  of  his  arrest  five  years  before. 
Some  of  the  Republicans  in  the  House  tried  to  use  the  petition  as  a  means 
to  censure  Governor  Sargent,  but  were  not  successful.  The  petition  was 
supported  by  Matthew  Lyon,  the  representative  of  the  Kentucky  district  in 
which  Smithland  was  situated,  and  this  may  indicate  that  Cox  was  trying  to 
rehabilitate  his  establishment  there.  His  petition,  however,  was  rejected  by  a 
vote  of  54  to  26.  (Cf.  Annals  8th  Cong.,  1st  Sess.,  pp.  554,  784.)  In  June,  1799, 
a  Tennessee  commission  on  which  were  Cox's  agents,  tried  to  interfere  with 
the  federal  commission  that  was  trying  to  arrange  with  the  Indians  the  de- 
tails of  the  Treaty  of  Jellico.  One  of  these  frankly  stated  that  the  people  of 
Tennessee  desired  to  drive  the  Indians  beyond  the  Tennessee  as  a  first  step, 
and  then  beyond  the  Mississippi,  where  they  would  even  follow  them.  (Steiner, 
pp.  448,  449.)  A  Tennessean  was  president  when  this  policy  was  carried  out. 
As  late  as  1810  there  were  rumors  that  one  of  Cox's  grantees  was  attempting 
to  dispose  of  lands  derived  from  him  in  the  bend  of  the  Tennessee  River,  but 
his  claims  were  disallowed.^  Cf.  Annals  11th  Cong.,  3rd  Sess.,  App.  pp. 
1288-1292. 

-Tor  Thomas  Swaim  cf.  Quarterly  Vol.  IV,  p.  113.  The  other  officers 
mentioned  in  his  letter  belong  to  the  Fourth  Regiment,  with  the  exception  of 
Dr.  Simmons.  Cf.  Hammersley,  p.  49.  The  text  of  this  letter  was  obtained 
too  late  to  insert  in  its  proper  order. 
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This  (is)  a  very  disagreeable  duty  and  renders  the  Military  very 
unpopular  in  this  quarter  the  Powells  Valley  have  taken  a  das- 
tardly method  of  retaliation  by  wounding  a  dragoon  in  the 
night  and  driving  off  and  killing  Maj  Bradley's  and  Diven's 
Horses.  The  latter  has  been  extremely  unfortunate,  for  not- 
withstanding he  broke  his  leg  is  a  (trouble?)  with  Dr.  Simmons  of 
the  corps  of  Dragoons.  Purdy  has  not  yet  returned  from  his 
furlough  but  is  daily  expected.  Suits  have  been  instituted  in 
this  quarter  against  Colonel  Butler,  Major  Paten,  Capt.  Preston 
and  Bird,  for  removing  certain  characters  from  their  lands, 
after  much  noise  and  trouble  given,  the  plaintiffs  have  with- 
drawn their  suits.  The  principal  agent  in  this  business  is  a 
certain  Judge  CampbelF^  who  in  all  his  transactions  has  acted 
a  very  in  flammatory  part  and  done  essential  disservice  upon 
the  minds  of  people  in  this  country.  Chandler  is  now  here  and 
much  in  the  same  way  as  ever.  This  place  can  boast  of  nothing 
worthy  recording  as  it  is  the  most  dull  disagreeable  place  you 
can  have  any  idea  of  and  the  dearth  of  news  is  much  greater 
here  than  when  we  were  in  the  woods  on  your  side  of  the  Ohio. 
The  party  who  were  with  Zachariah  Cox  are  almost  all  gone  and 
only  one  or  two  left  to  take  care  of  a  large  vessel  he  has  built  to 
descend  to  the  Muscles  Shoals,  but  as  that  is  forbidden  by  law 
he  has  made  no  attempt  to  proceed  with  her;  and  the  season  is 
now  too  far  advanced.  She  is  almost  as  large  as  the  Detroit,  and 
built  much  like  the  vessels  you  saw  on  the  lakes.^^ 

2iCf.  Putnam,  pp.  548,549. 
22  Cf.  Ramsey,  p.  690. 
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Mr.  President  and  Members  of  the  Society: 

The  volumes  added  to  the  library  during  the  corporate  year 
ending  December  15th,  1913,  came  from  several  sources.  The 
gifts  from  friends  number  266;  the  purchases,  credited  to  the 
Margaret  Rives  King  fund,  42;  to  the  Elizabeth  Appleton  fund 
14;  to  the  fund  of  the  Colonial  Dames  Society  1;  and  to  these 
must  be  added  186  volumes  obtained  by  binding  periodicals  and 
other  paper-covered  publications  in  our  collection,  heretofore 
listed  under  the  head  of  pamphlets.  This  aggregation  of  509 
titles  increases  the  number  of  volumes  in  the  library  to  26007. 

1597  pamphlets  have  been  donated  and  57  others  of  local 
nature  were  purchased.  Of  the  latter  a  few  titles  are  mentioned, 
namely : — 

"Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the  Cincinnati  Benefit  So- 
ciety, 1823"; 

"Report  of  Deaths  by  Cholera,  that  have  occurred  in  Cin- 
cinnati, from  the  24,  of  September,  to  the  14,  of  November. 
Alphabetically  arranged  by  an  attentive  Observer,  1832"; 

"Report  of  the  Committee,  Appointed  on  the  29th  of  Janu- 
ary last,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Census  of  the  Inhabitants  of 

the  Territory  north  west  of  the  river  Ohio 4th  March, 

1802.    Ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table" ; 

"Lake  Age  in  Ohio  or  Some  episodes  during  the  Retreat  of 
the  North  American  Ice-Sheet"  by  E.  W.  Claypole,  published 
in  Edinburgh,  1887.  This  is  a  reprint  from  the  Transactions  of 
the  Geological  Society  of  Edinburgh.  It  contains  four  colored 
maps:    No.  1,  Lake  of  Ohio,  showing  its  approximate  form  at 
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the  greatest  extent  of  the  Ice;  No.  2,  Cuyahoga  Lake,  area 
about  55  sq.  miles;  No.  3,  Glacial  Lakelets  held  between  the 
Water-shed  and  the  Ice-front;  No.  4,  Lake  Erie-Ontario,  area 
about  8000  sq.  miles,  level  220ft.  above  Lake  Erie. 
"The  Mississippi  River  Tragedy  .  .  .  Destruction  of  the  Sul- 
tana" ;  This  pamphlet  contains  a  list  of  many  of  those  persons — 
principally  paroled  Union  prisoners — who  were  lost,  April  22, 
1865,  on  the  ill-fated  steamer,  and  a  partial  list  of  the  survivors. 
"Report  of  a  Committee  of  the  Citizens  of  Cleveland,  in  rela- 
tion to  Steamboat  Disasters  on  the  Western  Lakes,  1850"; 

"First  Annual  Report  of  the  Bank  Commissioners  of  Ohio 
to  the  38th  General  Assembly,  1839"; 

"Catalogue  of  the  State  Library  of  Ohio,  Dec,  1832";  [A 
very  meager  collection  is  shown  for  that  date.1 

Five  pamphlets  relating  to  William  Henry  Harrison. 

We  have  purchased  several  maps  of  the  Mississippi  and 
Ohio  rivers,  and  charts  and  plans  for  their  improvement,  of 
dates  1835,  1839,  and  1852.  Also,  one  folio  volume  containing 
47  maps  or  surveys  of  the  Ohio  river,  ranging  from  1837  to  1868. 

From  the  Library  of  Congress  the  Society  has  received  21 
volumes  of  the  "Reprint  in  full  of  the  Journals  and  Records  of 
the  Continental  Congress"  edited  by  Worthington  Chauncey 
Ford,  1904-1912".  The  Reprint  is  not  completed  yet.  This 
is  an  important  addition  to  an  American  history  collection  as 
the  earlier  editions  (of  which  we  have  copies)  do  not  contain  all 
the  important  material.  Some  other  publications  acquired  lately 
are:  McMaster's  History  of  the  United  States,  Vol.  8;  Works 
of  John  Quincy  Adams,  Vols.  1  &  2;  Bigelow's  Retrospections 
of  an  Active  Life,  Vols.  4  &  5;  Trevelyan's  "George  the  Third 
and  Charles  Fox",  the  concluding  part  of  the  "American  Revo- 
lution" by  the  same  author;  Livermore's  Story  of  the  Civil 
War,  a  continuation  of  the  "Story  of  the  Civil  War"  by  John 
Codman  Ropes,  Part  III,  Books  1  &  2;  Rives'  United  States 
and  Mexico;  Beer's  Old  Colonial  System,  1660-1754,  Vols. 
1  &  2;  The  Republican  Party,  by  Francis  Curtis;  International 
Courts  of  Arbitration,  by  T.  Balch;  Smith's  Indiana  Miscellany; 
The  Americans,  by  Hugo  Miinsterberg;  Burying  Grounds  of 
Sharon,  Conn.,  Amenia  and  North  East,  N.  Y.;  Epitaphs  of 
the  Old  Burying-Grounds  of  Lexington,  Mass.;  Histories  of 
Buck,  Warren  and  Franklin  Counties,  Pa.;  Histories  of  Cass 
County,   IndianapoHs  and   Marion   County,   Fort  Wayne,   In- 
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diana;  Adams  Co.,  111.;  Ritchie  Co.,  W.  Va.;  Lives  of  General 
George  Gordon  Meade;  William  Henry  Harrison;  Robert 
Fulton  by  Dickenson ;  Thaddeus  Stevens  by  Woodburn ;  Flem- 
ing's General  Sherman  as  a  College  President;  Autobiography 
of  J.  A.  Early;  Memoirs  of  John  Marshall  Newton;  McKinley 
Memorial  Addresses  at  the  Tippecanoe  Club,  Cleveland;  Jean 
Paul  Jones  Commemoration;  Memorial-Nathaniel  Wright  Lord; 
Judicial  Acts  of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Associate  Reformed 
Church,  pub.  at  Washington,  Ohio,  1830,  contains  addresses  by 
the  Synod  of  the  west  against  "Hopkinsian  Socinian  and  other 
allied  errors";  "The  Naval  Monument,  containing  .  .  .  accounts 
of  all  the  Battles  fought  between  the  Navies  of  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  during  the  late  war"  by  Abel  Bowen, 
1816;  To  our  Civil  War  Regimental  histories  we  have  added 
"The  Story  of  the  Sherman  Brigade;  History  of  the  Roster  of 
the  Fourth  and  Fifth  Independent  Battalions  and  13th  Regt. 
O.  C.  v.,  by  Ashton;  86th  Regt.  O.  V.  I.,  by  Ashburn;  A  sum- 
mer in  Maryland  and  Virginia  or  Campaigning  with  the  149th 
O.  V.  I.,  by  Perkins. 

Several  volumes  of  the  Cincinnati  Mirror  &  Western  Gazette 
of  Literature  and  Science,  1831-36,  have  been  acquired,  also,  an 
attractive  little  book,  presented  by  the  Yale  University,  "A 
Journey  to  Ohio  in  1810  as  Recorded  in  the  Journal  of  Margaret 
Van  Horn  Dwight",  and  another  book  of  travel,  secured  by 
purchase,  is  "An  Excursion  through  the  United  States  and 
Canada  during  the  years  1822-23  by  an  Englishman"  [Wm.  N. 
Blane],  pub.  in  London.  It  contains  a  map  of  the  United  States 
by  John  Mellish,  1820,  and  a  map  of  the  Straights  of  Niagara 
by  Darby.  Blane's  description  of  the  country,  the  character- 
istics, habits,  language,  etc.,  of  the  American  people  is  very 
interesting,  and  the  account  of  Cincinnati  and  its  residents  is 
entertaining  and  graphic.  His  criticisms  and  comments  seem 
very  fair  in  comparison  with  those  of  many  other  English 
travellers  of  that  period. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  Litchfield  County  [Conn.]  University 
Club  for  a  copy  of  their  latest  publication,  "Litchfield  County 
Choral  Union,  1900-1912,  founded  to  honor  the  Memory  of 
Robbins  Battell".  It  furnishes,  to  music  lovers  especially,  in- 
teresting reading  in  its  description  of  the  formation,  remarkable 
growth,  scope  of  work  and  the  achievements  of  that  musical 
association. 
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Numerous  incomplete  sets  of  our  collection  of  books  have 
been  filled  in  lately,  such  as  the  Papers  of  the  Ohio  Church 
History  Society,  3  vols.;  Papers  of  the  American  Historical 
Association,  5  vols.;  Documentary  Material  relating  to  the 
History  of  Iowa,  3  vols.,  and  a  number  of  volumes  of  "Collec- 
tions" issued  by  various  Historical  Societies  have  been  added. 
Many  periodicals  have  received  substantial  covers,  among 
these,  is  the  African  Repository,  21  volumes,  and,  as  this  publi- 
cation is  very  useful  to  students  of  a  certain  period  of  American 
history,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  quite  a  large  number  still  re- 
main upon  our  shelves  unbound,  being  incomplete.  Covers  have 
been  given  to  three  foreign  publications  of  travels  in  this  coun- 
try:— "Wanderungen  zwischen  Hudson  und  Mississippi,  1851 
und  1852",  2  vols.,  by  Moris  Busch;  "Geschichte  des  Ursprungs, 
des  Fortgangs  und  der  Beendigung  des  Americanischen  Kriegs" 
by  Carl  Stedman,  2  vols.,  1785;  and  a  Russian  publication  in 
2  vols.,  1810,  "Dvukratnoe  Puteshestvie  V  Ameriku  Morskikh 
Ofitserov  Khostova  i  Davydova  ....",  the  literal  translation 
of  the  title  is  Twofold  Journey  to  America  of  the  Marine  Officers, 
Khostov  and  Davydov  ....  Others,  too  numerous  for  special 
mention,  present  an  attractive  appearance  in  their  new  attire. 
Gifts  of  Manuscripts  and  others  of  miscellaneous  character 
have  been  received  and  are  as  follows: 
Mr.  C.  W.  Bell: 

Certificate   of   membership   in    the   American    Colonization 
Society,  1866,  in  the  name  of  Mrs.  Maria  Overaker. 
Mr.  W.  K.  Bixby: 

Resolution  of  the  Ohio  Legislature  upon  the  infraction  of 
Treaty  with  Spain,  dated  April  16,  1803;  and 
Resolution  in  regard  to  creating  a  Port  of  Delivery  at  mouth 
of  Cuyahoga  river  for  the  convenience  of  residents  of  Trum- 
bull Co.,  Ohio,  February  22,  1805.  These  two  papers  were 
sent  to  Thomas  Jefferson  by  the  Ohio  Legislature,  and  were 
in  the  Thomas  Jefferson  Collection,  purchased  by  Mr.  Bixby. 
Fac-similes  of  manuscripts  of  Algernon  Charles  Swinburne : — 
An  essay  entitled  "Mr.  Whistler's  Lecture  on  Art"  and 
"Memorial  Verses  on  the  Death  of  Richard  Burton". 
Mr.  D.  L.  James: 

Account  Book  of  G.  W.  Phillips,  Wholesale  grocer,  1842-46, 
which  furnishes  the  names  of  various  steamboats  upon  the 
Ohio  river  transporting  merchandise  at  that  date. 
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Mr.  D.  Mowry: 

A  number  of  copies  of  letters  written  by  public  men  of  Ohio 
and  several  original  documents. 

Miss  J.  C.  Neave: 

Two  small  copper  memorial  medals  in  closed  cases,  one  has 
the  bust  of  Henry  Clay  in  relief  on  the  obverse  side;  the 
other  has  the  bust  of  Daniel  Webster  embossed,  and  both 
are  further  ornamented  with  appropriate  designs  and  in- 
scriptions on  the  reverse  sides. 
Mr.  C.  W.  Short: 

Letter  of  John  Cunningham,  Aug.  1,  1813,  to  John  Cleves 
Symmes;   Letter  (type-written)  of  Benjamin  Harrison,  Nov. 
14,   1884;    Several  letters  of  J.  B.  Gordon,  and  numerous 
checks  &  receipts. 
Mrs.  W.  R.  Thrall: 

A  Landscape  in  oil  by  James  Barton,  representing,  it  is  said, 
the  first  location  of  Daniel  Boone  in  Kentucky.  Samuel 
Thompson  of  Zanesville,  Ohio,  (grandfather  of  the  donor) 
was  a  personal  friend  of  Boone  and  visited  him  while  in  this 
locality.  In  1832  the  artist  painted  the  scene  for  Mr.  Thomp- 
son, who  presented  it  to  his  son-in-law,  William  Galigher, 
as  a  wedding  gift.  We  now  receive  it  from  the  daughter  of 
Mr.  Galigher. 
Mr.  M.  T.  Watts: 

Miniature  of  R.  M.  W.  Taylor,  formerly  of  Cincinnati,  now 

deceased ; 
Miniature  of  Mrs.  R.  M.  W.  Taylor,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Frances  Anne  Menefee,  born  in  Louisiana.     These  are 
paintings  of  the  parents  of  William  Watts  Taylor,  lately 
deceased. 
Large  Photograph  of  the  four  daughters  of  Seth  Low  and 
his  wife  Nancy  (Hardiman)   Low,  namely:    Mrs.  Hen- 
derson Taylor  (Louise  Low);    Mrs.  John  Nugent  (Anne 
Lavinia  Low);    Mrs.  John  W.  Jewell  (Clara  Low);   and 
the  mother  of  Mrs.  R.  M.  W.  Taylor,  (AmeHa  Low,)  who 
married  first  John  Menefee  and  second  Patrick  Thomson. 
Mr.  J.  Wilby: 

Pass  through  the  military  lines  at  Columbus  during  the  flood 
of  last  March,  issued  by  the  officials  to  Joseph  Phillips;  and 
the  written  request  of  Governor  Cox  for  said  issue. 
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Through  the  courtesy  of  Mrs.  G.  K.  Wheelwright  we  have 
had  copied  a  small  photograph  of  Mrs.  Ann  Harrison,  wife  of 
William  Henry  Harrison  and  daughter  of  John  Cleves  Symmes. 

A  manuscript  document,  relating  to  the  first  settlement  in 
this  locaHty,  dated  Miami  Land  Office,  23rd  January,  1795,  and 
signed  by  John  C.  Symmes,  Register,  was  secured  by  purchase. 
Three  names — David  Leonard,  Jonathan  Stites  and  Thomas  C. 
Wade,  are  given  in  this  paper  as  volunteer  settlers  in  Columbia 
Township.  It  is  stated  that  "The  above  persons  came  on  the 
ground  with  Major  Stites  and  were  returned  by  him  at  an  early 
period  as  Volunteer  Settlers,  as  were  many  others  at  the  time." 
In  the  various  accounts  of  the  early  settlement  of  Columbia  Tp. 
examined,  I  have  been  unable  to  find  the  name,  David  Leonard 
mentioned  as  a  volunteer  settler,  and  it  may  be  that  he  was 
one  of  the  number  of  unidentified  settlers  referred  to  by  several 
writers. 

This  year  some  action  became  necessary  toward  the  lessening 
of  the  congestion  in  the  library,  arising  largely  from  the  aggre- 
gation of  duplicate  volumes,  particularly  the  unwieldy  duplicate 
volumes  of  newspapers.  These  numbered  several  hundred  and 
occupied  space  greatly  needed  for  other  purposes.  Some  method 
had  to  be  determined  upon  for  their  disposition,  and  finding 
that  we  would  incur  considerable  expense  by  renting  quarters 
outside,  in  some  fireproof  building,  I  undertook,  with  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Executive  Board,  their  sale  which  was  subsequently 
effected.  Besides  the  space  obtained  thereby  for  our  own  com- 
fort, we  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  these  211  volumes 
are  now  serving  a  good  purpose  in  furnishing  material  upon 
western  history  in  the  libraries  of  Harvard  University  and  the 
American  Antiquarian  Society  instead  of  remaining  as  dupli- 
cates in  our  own  collection.  In  connection  with  the  report  of 
this  sale  I  will  mention  the  sale  of  a  number  of  scientific  and 
other  duplicate  magazines  for  $59,  and  the  disposal  of  other 
duplicate  magazines,  valued  at  $30,  for  which  was  received  an 
equivalent  in  material  needed  as  additions  to  our  incomplete 

sets. 

L.  Belle  Hamlin, 

Librarian. 
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DONORS  TO  THE  LIBRARY 


Vol.       Pam. 

Academy  of  the  Pacific  Coast 1 

American  Association  for  International  Conciliation 15 

American  Historical  Association 2           1 

American  Jewish  Historical  Society 1 

Arkansas  History  Commission 1 

Boston  City  Hospital 1 

Buffalo  Historical  Society 1 

Bureau  of  Railway  Economics 3 

Canadian  Archivist 9  maps  1           5 

Chicago  Historical  Society 1 

Cincinnati — 

Chamber  of  Commerce 1 

Hebrew  Union  College 1 

Museum  Association 14 

Ohio  Mechanics  Institute 1 

Orchestra  Association 11 

Public  Works  Department  (per  H.  M.  Waite) 1 

Smoke  Abatement  League 1 

University  of  Cincinnati 9 

Woman's  Club 58 

Colorado  College 3 

Colorado  Scientific  Society 3 

Connecticut  Historical  Society 1           2 

Connecticut  State  Librarian 1 

Delaware  State  Society  of  the  Cincinnati 1 

Essex  Institute 9 

Gospel  Trumpet  Company 1 

Hamilton  County  New  Court  House  Building  Commission 1 

Harvard  University 1 

Illinois  State  Historical  Society 1           5 

Indiana  State  Library 3 

Instituto  Geologico  de  Mexico 1           2 

Iowa  Grand  Lodge 1 

Iowa  Historic  Department 4 

Iowa  State  Historical  Society 4 

Kansas  State  Agricultural  College 4 

Kansas  State  Historical  Society 1           1 

Lake  Mohonk  Conference 3 

Lexington  (Mass.)  Historical  Society 1 

Litchfield  County  (Conn.)  University  Club 2 

Louisiana  Historical  Society 1 

Louisville  (Ky.)  Public  Library 2 

Lowell  (Mass.)  Historical  Society 11 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society 1 
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Vol.       Pam. 

Medford  Historical  Society 3 

Michigan  Pioneer  &  Historical  Society 2 

Military  Order  of  Loyal  Legion,  U.  S. — 

New  York 10 

Ohio 5] 

Wisconsin 

Minnesota  Historical  Society 

Missouri  State  Historical  Society 

Newberry  Library 

New  Hampshire  Historical  Society 1 

New  Haven  Colony  Historical  Society 1 

New  Jersey  Historical  Society 

New  York  Institution  for  Instruction  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb. .  . 

New  York  Public  Library 14 

New  York  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution 

New  York  State  Historical  Association 1 

New  York  State  Library 

Nova  Scotia  Institution  of  Science 

Oberlin  College 

Ohio- 
Archaeological  and  Historical  Society 3 

Board  of  Health 9 

Board  of  State  Charities 5 

Secretary  of  State 3 

State  University 1  5 

Ohio  Grand  Lodge 1 

Ohio  Journal  of  Commerce 6 

Old  Northwest  Society 2 

Pennsylvania,  Colonial  Society  of 1 

Rhode  Island  Historical  Society 1 

St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library 1 

St.  Xavier  College 2 

Texas  State  Historical  Society 4 

United  States — 

Bureau  of  American  Ethnology 4  2 

Bureau  of  Education 2  1 

Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey 1         20 

Geological  Survey 2 

Department  of  Navy 1 

Department  of  War 4 

Interstate  Commerce 387 

Library  of  Congress 24  2 

Smithsonian  Institution 3         42 

Superintendent  of  Documents 60 

University  of  California 4 

University  of  Colorado 8 

University  of  Illinois 4 

University  of  Toronto 1 
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Vou       Pam. 

Vanderbilt  University 8 

Vermont  Historical  Society 1 

Washington  University  (St.  Louis) 2 

Washington  University  State  Historica  Society 3  . 

Western  Reserve  Historical  Society 2 

Wisconsin  Historical  Commission 2 

Wisconsin  State  Historical  Society 3 

Worcester  (Mass.)  Public  Library 2 

Yale  University 1  3 

Allaben,  F 1 

Balch,  T.  W 2 

Bell  Telephone  News  Co 1  Newspaper  (Flood  edition) 

Bixby,  W.  K Mss.  etc.  1 

Doubleday,  Page  &  Co 1 

Finch,  Mrs.  G.  N 28 

Fletcher,  D.  U 1 

Gill,  C.  G 1 

Greeno,  F.  L 1 

Heartman,  C.  F 1 

Hickenlooper,  S 1 

Hill,  A 139 

Hunt,  H.  T 1 

Keidel,  G.  C 18  newspapers 

Lewis,  G.  W .2  maps,  mss.,  etc. 

McMorran,  H 1 

Mendenhall,  Mrs.  F.  C Periodicals  49 

Moflfat,  R.  B 1 

Morgan,  J.  P.  Co 1 

National  Cash  Register  Co 1 

Newton,  Miss  E.  H 1 

New  York  Times 1 

Nicholson,  Miss  G 1  newspaper  &  clippings 

Packard,  J 1 

Rogers,  W.  P 18 

Short,  C.  W Mss.,  maps,  and  misc.  3  7 

Thayer,  G.  A 3 

Thomas,  A.  A 1  2 

Wilcox,  M.  A 2 

Williams  Directory  Company 1 


MEMBERS 


Bliss,  E.F 14        90 

Chatfield,  A.  H Misc.  1         4^ 

Chatfield,  Mrs.  A.  H 1 

Dabney,  C.  W 

Greve,  C.  T 

Hamlin,  L.  B 1 

James,  D.  L Mss.  1 

Neave,  Miss  J.  C Misc. 

Taylor,  W.  W 63      319 

Thomson,  P.  G 1 

Winslow,  J.F 3 
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PRESIDENT'S  REPORT 


During  the  year,  1913,  no  unusual  event  has  occurred  in  the 
history  of  the  Society.  Our  record  for  the  year  is  fully  shown 
in  the  Reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  the  Librarian. 

We  have  met  with  a  serious  loss  by  death  of  several  mem- 
bers who  had  shown  in  many  ways  their  interest  in  our  work. 
We  shall  miss  them.  Their  names  are: — William  C.  Compton, 
corporate  member  since  1885;  William  Watts  Taylor,  corporate 
member  since  1871;  John  Flack  Winslow,  corporate  member 
since  1898,  and  a  member  of  the  Executive  Board  for  many 
years;  Charles  H.  Rosenthal,  corporate  member  since  1910; 
Ethan  Osborn  Hurd,  life  member  since  1886;  Reuben  Gold 
Thwaites,  corresponding  member,  and  Reuben  T.  Durrett, 
honorary  member. 

Quarterlies  for  the  year  have  appeared  as  follows: — 

Vol.  VIII,  No.  1,  Jan-March,  on  the  "Relation  of  Southern 
Ohio  to  the  South  during  the  Decade  preceding  the  Civil  War", 
by  David  Carl  Schilling,  M.  A.  The  Appendices  contain  five 
Election  Maps; 

Vol.  VIII,  Nos.  2  &  3,  April-Sept.,  published  under  one 
cover,  contains  "Documents  Relating  to  Zachariah  Cox",  edited 
by  Isaac  Joslyn  Cox,  Associate  Professor  of  History,  University 
of  Cincinnati,  assisted  by  Reginald  C.  McGrane,  Assistant  in 
History,  University  of  Wisconsin.  The  main  document  is  a 
reprint  of  a  pamphlet  in  the  library  of  the  Society,  published 
by  Zachariah  Cox,  at  Nashville,  1799;  accompanying  this  are 
reprints  of  several  documents  in  the  Tennessee  Department  of 
Archives  and  History,  copies  of  which  were  sent  to  us  for  use 
in  this  pubHcation,  by  the  Assistant  Director,  Mr.  Robert  T. 
Quarles,  Jr.,  upon  the  request  of  Professor  St.  George  L. 
Souissat.     We  are  indebted  to  both  for  their  courtesy. 

Vol.   VIII,   No.   4,   consists  of  the  Annual   Report  of  the 

Society. 

Joseph  Wilby, 

December  15,  1913.  President. 
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